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14 Records

Section
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Incle

4
DATE MESSAGE

1, Records in this Section have been corrected.

'
'
e. Returned in compliance with Comment fi3«

POWERS

55072

CHIEF

Ident Br
Mem Div

Chief

Regist Br
Div

THRU: 1

30
Aug

51

1. Forwarded per your requests

2. Associated cases, referenced Par 3, Comment #11,
dated 13 April 1951, approved nonrecoverable and your

DSO
Branch notified by IRS dated 28 June 1951.

t'lBcls/TV I 75571
cox

74059

16 Branch

Security
Officer,
Regist Br
Llem Diy

Chief,
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Mm Div

31 Aug
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EJF/jb

Forvrarded for further action.

THRU:
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Incl H

. HA.RT

72963
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Mem Div

Mail &

P
.
ecords Br

Adm Div

THRU:

I 1
DSO);

Mem Div

5 Sep
51

SUBJECT: 1st Lt. Ira B. Cheaney, Jr., SIT 0 23955

forwarded for file.

Department of th 3 Army E013526
/ Declassify Exclude 0 Exempt
Authority

t=J Refer To
.

4 Incls n/c
2 - 293 file

U/ sep cover
, oaBiisu fe» 3«. Jr-

52462

X-l

Review Date
.
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11

r to 1

IRS

ef

Chief
Ident Br

Mem Div

3. Upon (
rMs Branch

Comment #3

Registra-
tion Br,

Operations
Section

Mem Div

THRU:

DSD,

sompletion
for additi
dated 20 N

\

13 Apr
51

>f your
}nal ac

jvember

SUBJECT: l/Lt. Ira B, Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965

1« Reference is made to par 1, IRS Comment #9,
dated 5 March 1951.

2. Inasmuch as efforts to establish the

identification of Unknown X-151, USMC Manila #2,
have met -with negative results, the remains may
be released from the San Francisco Port of

Embarkation for return to Hq, AGRS PAZ,

action, it is requested that the case be returned
tion on the associated cases referenced in par 9e,
1950.

1 Incls - n/c

2 -293 files u/sep cover
Cheaney, Ira B. 0-23965 (unclass.)
Unknown X-151 Manila #2 (unclass.)

12 Operations
Section

,

Rogistrati
Branoh

,
Mem

Division

Ident Br.
Mem Div.

- P':
20

June
v 1951

>
N

Action has been taken as requested in Comment 11
above.

incis /JmrnffisLL Caaert&f
n/o *fj 56553 5 207

13 Regist Br
Records S<

Mem Div

THRU:

9

22 Au
c 51

1. Forwarded per request of Miss Powers.

2. Upon completion of your action, it is requested
that the case be returned to this Branch, n -j

y Incls 73769
n/c <
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rfcia Div

0*

3
TO-

Col Wiggs
Hem Div

TilRTJ)
DS/O

5 Lfer
1951

4
DATE MESSAGE

SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965
(Lajor Discrepancy)

1. QIC Form 1047+ for Un!cnov/n X-151, Manila #2 and
statenent of the antliropologist have been compared With
dental and physical characteristics of l/Lt Ira B.
Cheaney, Jr., 0-23965. No association can be established.

2. Reference is made to paragraph 3 of comment 2,
(Capt Vogl) dated 31 Oct 50.

els n/c

2 293 Files u/sep cover
Cheaney, Ira B., Jr. l/Lt 0-23965
Unlaioun X-151

FIB HER

524-62

10

-T1

mcr

Col Wiggs
Mem Div

1<'
9-

Chief

Ident Br
Mem Div

22 Mar

51 In view of the above infomation this case is

returned for such action as necessary and file.

7 Incls n/c
52229

2-293 Files up/sep/cov

Kazup/7U855

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16 49650-6



OQMG FORM COQ
.
REV 1 APR 48 OOO

OFFICE O RMASTER GENERAL OF ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET S £ S 3
DUE, HOUR AND DATE

1
NO.

ha

2
FROM-

Chief,

Ident Br

Mem Div

Chief,
Mem Div

A
.TTN:

Col Wiggs

} the Unkn jwn
,
;%/qiie _es tion
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dded 1 Atticb
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Candidate" on Cheansy
Stateroent

4
DATE

28 Nov

50

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965
(Major Discrepancy)

1. For necessary action,

2
, It is understood that action has been taken to

transferred to San Francisco,

U-4

Jf

LAY

73A72

Col Wiggs
Mem Div

THRU

DSO

Chief

Ident Br

Mem Div

20 Feb

51 1. Forwarded for continuance of action,

2, Recommendation contained in paragraph 10a,

Comment 3, has been complied with, QIC Forms lOlii; for
Unknown X-151 have been prepared and are forwarded
herewith,

3. Prompt action and reply on this case is
equested,

fit i Kazup/

7 y*Ji**'o*titfa~tst

tt. 0-23965

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U.

S. GOVERNMENT PHINTINC OFFICE 16-49660-5
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SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965
(Major Discrepancy)

1. For necessary action,

2
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transferred to San Francisco,
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LAY
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DSO
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Ident Br

Mem Div
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51

7 Indb.
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7 QMC Foihiis lOi+ii -

2-293 Ft es u/sep
, Ira B,

Unkndwn X-l l
Cheai ey

1"

cover

X» Forwarded for continuance of action,

2, iiecommendation contained in paragraph 10a,
Comment 3> has been complied with. QIC Forms lOUU for
Unknown X-l£l have been prepared and are forwarded
herewith,

3. Prompt action and reply on this case is
requested,

52229

:
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Chief
,

Mem Div
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Chief,
Ident Br
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P30

4
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50

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965

Forwarded,

Attach

n/c
LEARWATER

55289

Chief Id

|Br
Mem Div

Chief

Mem Div

10\

2U Nov
50

Returned as requested.

5 Attach

_
s/c _ .

r av <->lAY

23472

6. Chief,
Mem Div

THRU:

DSO

Chief,
Ident Br

2U Nov
50

Mem

1. Only so much of the recommendation
contained in subparagraph 10-a is approved.

2. No action Trill be taken on recommendations

contained in subparagraphs 10-b, c and d, pending
completion of action called for by subparagraph 10-a and
report to this office,

5 Attach
n/c

CLEASWATER
5528X

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16 49650-5
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The o
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action
capt
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been

been
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2
FROM-

Capt Vogl
Repat Br
Mem Div

Ident Br

Ident Sec

Mem Div

(Info cy
furnished

Liai s on)

that the remains of Nininger
ed that thr remains w re bur:.

both in

that it wis very
ark could rot give
for such ii remove.

f them befcire he

Remains rather thai.
possible reasor.

, finding

casualty Ifmt to
Colonel Clar

.ocate the Remains
after w<! have

ther

r< a

4
DATE

16 Oct
50

and ou

emphaf iz

phon« d Colonel (lark who ws
Nininger and his

Color el Clark.

appeared in the
befoie the Japar
201 lile. I asl
Coloqel Clark Wc
Lt.

I told him

files of tH

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

1. Phoned Colonel Clark who was Nininger's
commanding officer, conceming Nininger's burial
place in the Philippines. Colonel Clark has written
that he had personally attended the burial services.

2
. In Colonel Clark's conversation with me, he

were buried a few feet from the church. This, of course,
ed in the church yard. When I told Colonel Clark that
iside of the church yard failed to recover Nininger's
possible that the remains had been removed by the Japanese,

me positive assurance that this occurred, he cited two
1. Nininger battled the Japanese heroically, killing

himself was killed. The Japanese may have decided to
have the Americans use Nininger as an example for heroic
cited by Colonel Clark, is that when the Japanese

$rave, they may have decided to search the grave not only
earch for any secret papers or documents which may have

ed that these were only possibilities since we have
He suggested that we notify Mr. Nininger of their

hecked all other unknowns recovered from Abucay.

23 Oct 1. Phoned Mr. Franklin 0. Anders (Lt. Col.)
50 and located him at his residence in Leamington, Ontario,

Canada, Phone: 608R14.. I told Colonel Anders that I
was phoning him as a result of a quotation in the file
of the late Lt. Maynard. I referred to his letter to
the father of Lt. Maynard in which he wrote: "In the
first four (4.) days, we lost your son, Lt. D. Maynard,
Lt. Kenneth Wilson, Lt. Compton, Lt. Green,
Lt. Nininger and Capt. Meyer (Meier). Pother Scecina
conducted services at the graves of American officers,
killed at Mabatang in the Abucay Church Yard".

2. I also advised Colonel Anders that I had

Tending officer of the 57th Infantry Regiment at the time
fellow of;leers -vere killed. Before going into detail conceming the

death of Nininger and his :'ellow officers. Colonel Anderj a ked me if I knew the story on
that the only information I teaew of Colonel Clark was what
e decedents and that this implied that Colonel Clark departed

ese captured the entire Philippines. He suggested that I look into his
ed Colonel Anders why he thought this was necessary. Colonel Anders said
s relieved of his command shortly after the engagement at Mabatang in which

Nlininger and his felloi officers lost their lives. He further stated that Colonel
Clarh did not attend the birial services conducted by Pother Scecina in the Abucay Church
Yard RUB iBr9 5'sS*fcs

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

0)
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on quieted. pcither Sc
Anders as well as

the

posi
buil
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some

2
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Repat Br
Mem Div

we:"ethe Officers
laid in the gro
cation tags wer

cpther was

reports

buried iih boxes

md with only a
found on i decedjsnt

iijiserted int) the
irere prepar id. Al

Pother Sceciiia who died while

church yard was
iven the church

abandoned to tb
headquarters

of the gra

that

dicatedxn

of 14

all.

i IS

of a searching
forc(!s many tim
stor* d arms and

we may have

graves we found
two

McCurdy,
as

#iwd
designated

Ident Br

Ident Sec

Mem Div

(Info cy
furnished

Liaison)

4
DATE

23 Oct
50

3. The following is in substance, the information
furnished by Colonel Anders of incidents and events
which transpired during the engagement at Mabatang.
Colonel Anders said that Japanese artillery had shelled

derablfe number of their infantry had infiltrated close to
Infantry Hegiment. The shelling severely damaged some of the

Chjirch Ya ?d. The Abucay Church and its adjoining buildings were
5 57th infantry Regiment. It was during this infiltration and
llininge;', Compton, Green, Wilson and Maynard, lost their lives.
rs wers brought into the church yard cemetery as soon as the
cina hid graves dug and conducted a brief burial service.

several other officers, were present at the services.

shelled by
and i

Japanese.
and And

es may havfe

searched

ammunition

used gravis as a
sitei and through such an operation:

both

s

Info

srs bel.

been

mounds

in gra

on the outride of
C ) were
the other

ait unknown.
m< found outiide

He told m< that the : .ndividikal

Ame: "leans

i
.
mericau

Colone

th*

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

4. Colonel Anders believes that one or more of

furnished by the Quartermaster and that the rest were
blanket around them. He also remembers that where identifi-

, one had been removed and turned over to the medics;
uth of the decedent. Colonel Anders does not know whether

matters pertaining to the burial were left in the hands
prisoner of the Japanese,

5. Colonel Anders brought up the fact that the
Japanese and American forces. Particularly heavy shelling

surrounding area by the Americans after the location was
tion was received that the Japanese were using it as

eves that as a result of shelling by American forces,
iestroyed and the remains scattered.

r ia l

6. Colonel Anders also brought up the matter
of the graves afte the Japanese had captured Abucay. He said that our own

in graveyards since the Japanese in a number of instances
re siteg. He said that perhaps the Japanese believed
storage place for ammunition and decided to dig grave

the remains became lost.

7. I told Colonel Anders of the fourteen (14.)
the church wall and that an examination of these remains

and twelve (12) Filipinos. I told him one grave was that
having no identifying characteristics, was still
Anders asked me to read him the names of the Filipinos
wall. I read the names to him and he said he knew them

listed as Castro should be Castro Mania.

FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-19650-5
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1
NO.

1

Contti

if a

outs

not

hand

2
FROM-

Capt Vogl

Repat Br
Mem Div

re-burial

de of the

)e accepted

we could have a

were

with

placi! after Lt.

He

se

He n«

several

Ident Br

Ident Sec

Mem Div

(Info cy
furnished

Liaison)

iuring Japahese oc
hurch yardj. Colojiel
as a fact.

it was very apparent that
deat i of these officers thkn did

information, al rays referring me

4
DATE

23 Oct
50

Colonel A iders tried

9. In my long conversation with Colonel Anders,
le knew and recalled more about the events subsequent to the

3olonel Clark. Colonel Clark appeared hesitant in giving
to letters he sent the AG or next of kin. On the other

to assist in every way possible by voluntary information so that
complete ufiderstaiding of what transpired immediately after these officers

cs himself available to furnish any additional information
whic](i we may nojb have discussed ab this time. In addition, he suggested that I communicate

DoIonel Olson for their version of the events which took

fellow officers were killed.

killed. Hi said he will mak

Lt. Colonel Johnson aid Lt.

he

other

ver had

dent4l officer
,

tii le

nearby or in th<
his n emory on ti e
off ly giving h:m
intei rupted. He
Churc h Yard sine e

Nininger aid his

inteipnent service for Niniijiger or
.«s

dicer's

to visit

were with

church

various

the name

said that

he was k

24 Oct

any

Chaplaili

at

fficeri
of Lt.

Che
'
ney

lied

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

8
. I asked whether it was possible that these

five (5) officer whose remains have not been recovered
could have been buried on the outside of the church

yard wall. He said to the best of his memory, the
men were buried in the church yard proper; however,

:upation occurred, the remains may have been re-interred
Anders said this was merely a supposition and should

1
. Major John E. Olson, 022125, 5025 Student

Detachment, Command and General Staff College,

Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas (Phone 23234),
confirmed to

a general extent the information furnished by
Lt. Colonel Anders. However, he was more specific
on the battle action which took the lives of

Lt. Nininger and his fellow officers.

2
. Major Olson said he did not attend the

any other officers killed in the Mabatang engagement.
s4id he remerjibers Nininier's diath and that he was informed that Nininger1 s as well as

remains wire recovered and buried in or near the Abucay Church Yard,
but he heard that Anders and Captain Garnet P. Krancis,

Scecina when the remains were buried.
gr; ives

3. Major Olson asked me what remains we recovered
ya](-d at Abucay. He said he desired this information to refresh

who were killed in the Matabang engagement. I started
McCurdy and then mentioned Lt. Chlney. Here Major Olson
could not have been interred in or nearby the Abucay

g after the town of Abucay was abandoned to the Japanese.1( mf

IS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16'

THE OFFICIAL FILE
-49660-B 6J
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This

He

a

who
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occurred 3(

Lt. Cheajney's platcfon
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t eof

about

30
west

first

overs

twelv s

repor b

2
FROM-

Capt Vogl
Hepat Br
Mem Div

cn

Reginental Persennel

outbrought
PointL may not
remains were re

center door of

of a letter Mr.

this Letter
,

Mr.

said Cheaney was

as Command

steps f:
indicates

approximately 30
could not have

on or about 21

3
TO-

Ident Br

Ident Sec
Mem Div

(Info cy
furnishec,

Liaison)

engagement
January lf

's

3rd Battali
the west

uan Pt.

for inte

made or

vfhen Lt.
rment,

si.pervisf d

Be lan £

57th Regilment after
one mile, south of

Jajnuary 1942, the 57th
coastal areas to support

the

those of

red fron

s church.

Cheaney, tl
Cheaney sa
buried

te

cove

Ihi

requesting them
the door and the

No identifying

miles away
buried

19421.
baen

Jinuary

4
DATE

24 0c

50

but wa

42, at
had

on.

coast.

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

4. I told Major Olson that I was referring to
the names of all officers reported as buried and was
not limiting myself to thoseinterred in or near the
church yard.

5. Major Olson said that Cheaney was not killed
KIA off the west coast near the town of Agloloma.
least ten (10) days after Abucay had been evacuated.
been withdrawn on or about 20 January 1942, to be

Tliis battalion was endeavoring to confine the Japanese

this de

the

The

e

id he

father

MESSAGE

6
. He said it was during an assault on Japanese

Cheaney was killed and his remains were taken to
Major Olson continued that the arrangements for burial

by Capt. Anthony who iras Cheaney's Ooramanding Officer.

7. The rest of the discussion related to positions
the fall of Abucay. Olson said that they fell back to a line

ga. This was on or about 22 January 1942. On or about
Ijtegimenl was somewhat broken up and many of its units were sent to

troqps endeavoring to prevent Japanese landings.

8
. He suggested,

Officdr as wdll as Capt. Anthony.
I oommunicate with Major Sanders,

NOTE: The comment of Major Olson concerning Lt. Cheaney,
possdjbility that the remains now interred in the cemetery at West

cedent. The 293 file of Lt. Cheaney, indicates his
Allucay Church Yard twelve paces to the right of the south
location of the alleged grave was obtained from a copy

, wrote to Congressman Nixon on 4 January 1948. In
njet Colonel Clark, and after much talking Colonel Clark

twelve steps right from the south center door11.

On the basis of this information, a cable was. sent the

to investigate. The overseas Command located remains
remains were designated as those of Lt. Cheaney. The

clue recovered with remains.

Since Lt. Cheaney was killed on 30 January 1942,
from Abucay, it is evident that the remains of Lt. Cheaney
in the Abucay Church Yard

.
which had been lost to the Japanese

IS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. S. GOVEfiNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-49650-5
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NO.
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had

set

2
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3. The fojLlomng, in
Ibucay Churph and its

Infiltrated

ip at Abucay
positions on th
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charte of buryi
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Lt.

of

in

U. Lt. Grsen -was killed -whiLe in a fox hole as a result of Japanese mortar shells.
ompton, tAd -was in ths fox hjle with Lt. Green, managed to get out and assume command

the platoor* I'ifteen minites laber Lt. Gompton was killed as he was leading the platoon
an attack on Japanese pjsitions in an endeavor to silence the Japanese mortar batter s.

brinj;
takei i

Japani
conf: jrms

plat >on.

J ipar

5. Major
nevet" recovered

know that the

out of the fox

on t
'

lls and I

killed in the

6. Lt. M

some wounded
a jeep anji

Ident Br

Ident Sec

Mem Div

(Info cy
furnished

Liaison)

events which transpired during and subsequent to the
certain degree with the information furnished by Colonel

regimjental S[-l and as such had direct charge of the personnel records.
Matabang engagement he performed actual combat duty since the casual-
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MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

1. Phoned Major Cecil M. Sanders and located him

in Fort Benning, Georgia, where he is assigned as an
instructor at the Infantry School (he can be reached at
Fort Benning 3U62).

substance, is the information I obtained from Major Sanders.
adjoining building had not been selected nor had been in use as

regijnental headquarters before the start of the Matabang battle. It was after the Japanese
American positions on the outskirts of Abucay that headquarters was

Lts. Nininger, Gompton, Green, Wilson and Maynard were holding
of Abucay when the Japanese penetrated to a point where they

or the town of Abucay evacuated. Lt. Nininger was killed after
had infiltrated close to the oa jte area. His heroic effort won

st CongresstLonal Medal of Honor in
'

World War II. The remains of Lt. Nininger
Cnurch Yard and turned over to Father Scecina #10 had assumed

raap-ns. Lit. Nininger had been killed on 12 January 19U2 about nine

t3

le was quite certain "that the remains of Compton were
Lt. Green he made the following remark, "Although I

ip, I believe someone told me that they took the body
it to the Church Yard. However, my memory is not clear

upon this as official." Compton and Green had been
12 Janiiary 19U2,

130k

te nporary
e in the afternoon of 12 Jan i|2 while endeavoring to

hospital set up in Abucay. He evidently had
couple of wounded boys when he himself was hit. The

&d his body at his waist. This statement by Maj. Sanders
which was obtained on Wilson from a sergeant in Wilson's

FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-49660-5
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information Maj

the

?. With respect to Lt. Maynard, Maj. Sanders did
not recall exactly how he was killed but he remembers
that Maynard's body was brought to a place near the
Abucay Church and turned over to Father Scecina.
Maynard was also killed on 12 Jan U2. In connection

ganders said that it is possible that after so many years
to one or more of these officers confused with what

feels reasonable sure that in general the information he
events whidji happened on 12 Jan U2.

Zanders said

to clar:.fy
Sanders and Ma;

that the remains if
juried side
of what he

uried side

He definitely i
not sure whether

wasn't

n ar the Church

4
DATE

25 Oct
50

asked me if we had recovered the remains of Lts. McCurdy and
Lt. McOurdy's remains had been found on the outskirts of the
ard. Realizing that there was a question on the recovery of
him that I did not have the file at hand but believed that the

Sanders then asked me whether I knew wheotCheaney had
believed it was at Agloloma Point. He said this was

or 31st of Jan 14.2. He then suggested that, in the30-,h

Maj
that I
the

Cheane;
He

has

vith

liave co
asked

in Mar:

Capt

that

j
ab4>ut bur

fter

the

reiiains
attended

by sid<
had
by sid<i

ijuch of
Yard

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

s remains, we communicate with Capt. Eugene H. Anthony
told me that Capt. Anthony had developed tuberculosis ,

been retired for physical disability. I told Maj. Sanders
Anthony not only to discuss Cheaney, but also for any

ncerning the burial of Nininger, Compton, Green,
Wilson

me about Capt. Meier. I told him we had recovered the
.

veles Cemetery approximately 25 miles from Abucay.

should communicate with oj-ther Lt. Col. Ernest WermitzjfG
Garget P. Francis, a dental officer. He said that actually

aibthan Col. Wermitz (Sfei since the surgeon seemed to
first Japanese shell hit in Abucay. It was Maj. Francis

energency surgical work in the
'

field. Maj. Francis also
aipd helping Father Scecina. Maj. Sanders feels quite

the interments in Abucay Church Yard.

ire

the

* * *

cerl ain

previously

discrepancies aMtotg the information furnished by
Olsen, I again phoned Col. Anders to ascertain yfriether
all five officers (Nininger, Compton, Green, Mlson and
in the Church Yard at Abucay. Col. Anders said that

told me he expressed concern lest I believe that
He said that

, if he had given me that impression, it
emembers that Nininger and Maynard were buried close to-

Cforapton's remains were recovered but remembers hearing a
him left. He feels reasonably sure that Wilson was
and that Green's body was recovered.

ORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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I did

ieve

(lefinit
iy

have

oi i

esne H. nnthony and located him at 137U St. Paul Street, Apart-
telephone Florida 0U66). Capt. Anthony was Lt. Cheaney's

and was in the engagements at Matabang and Agloloma Point.

Capt. Anthony
,
in substaihce

Maj* Sanders. He
ind Maynard but did
information on burials

Anthony sa:
to its

Bal4nga. His (ompany -was
nga and transferred b;

LidL2£ M'ljj.ch i/as trying 1
, Lt. Cheaijiey, on

killed .

and drove

when thelal.er

Anthony
s a GRO.

that Lt.

5. Capt.
conilinually in
Col. Clark to

were buried in

since the recovery of Cheaney's f
Abuc ay had lonj;

Anthony sa
action unt:

.he effect

Abucay Church
of

since been

Anthony sa
his servi

4
DATE

25 Oct
50

2. Col. Anders made this final statement; "I

was present at the interment of Lt. Nininger's remains
Mth me at the time was Maj. Francis, the dental of-
ficer. The Blessing of the grave was conducted by

Father Sc ina. I also believe I saw or attended the
not attend awy interments of Lt. TSilson, Lt. Green or

tltiat Lt. Wilson and Lt. Green were buried in or near the
information of the recovery of those remains. Informa-

and I wish to correct any erroneous impression given
ndicated that Lt. Compton was buried at Abucay.

» # .

hearsay

nijimerous questions concerning the engagement at Matabang.
, what has been previously furnished by Col. Anders,

d that

second
.withdriwn
truck

o conf

fter h

the

Americans

d that

1 the

that he

Yar<ft
's

occup:

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

remembers hearing of the deaths of Nininger, Compton,
not know inhere their remains were interred. He had

at Abucay.
was

withdrawal from Abucay/on or about 20 Jan U2 and that
line of defense about a mile south of the town of

on or about 25 Jan from the positions, south of
to the area near Agloloma Point to reinforce the third
ne the Japanese landings at Quinauan Point. On or about
of Capt. Anthony's officers, led an attack on Japanese
had gone forward approximately 100 yards. The Japanese

back several hundred yards. It was approximately
again recovered the lost ground and also the remains

Americans

Lt. Cieaney's body which was blown up standing nefcfch Mm was
fie asked the Lt. where the remains of his men would be taken and

Cheaney and all the rest would be interred in Mariveles Cemetery

he never visited Mariveles Cemetery since his unit was
surrender. I brought to his attention a statement by
had written the parents of Lt. Cheaney that his remains

Capt. Anthony said that this could not be possible
emains was made in the early part of February and that
ed by the Japanese forces.

d he wjiuld be very happy to provide additional information
that he did not write the family of Lt. Cheaney
IS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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touch wi
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his body
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he supervised the
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4
DATE

2 Oct
50

27 Oct
50

1. Phoned Colonel Edmund J. Lilly, Jr. who was
Executive Officer of the 57th Infantry Regiment at the
time Nininger and his fellow officers were killed.
Colonel Lilly is presently stationed at Headquarters,
4th Army, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas.

2. Colonel Lilly recalled the death of Nininger,
d but had no recollection of attending any burial services
circumstances in connectionwith the death of Lt. Cheaney

;h Graves Registration Officer, Lt. Fred W. Koenig. It
.n Anthony who recovered the remains of Lt. Cheaney about
killed near Agloloma.

30 Oct

50

was ki

Japanes
mtil a

.sChuaney'

uere

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

since he felt any letter of his irould only cause
additional gried to the next of kin.

3, Colonel Lilly said he would send me a letter,
me whatever information h can gather from the few records he was able to maintain.

NOTE: Letter from Colonel Lilly was received,
30 October 1950 and is attached hereto.

1. Phoned Mr. Fred W. Koenig who was a
Graves Registration Officer, assigned to the 4.5th
Infantry Regiment during the battle at Quinauan Point,
Providence of Bataan, Philippine Islands in 194-2.
Lt. Koenig recovered the remains of Lt. Ira B. Cheaney
on or about 7 February 1942.

2
. Mr. Koenig gave me in substance the following

led on or about 30 January 1942, while leading his
positions near Quinauan Point. Japanese fire prevented

X)ut 7 February 1942, When Koenig found the remains of
immediate superior, Capt. Eugene H. Anthony and they

Anthony wanted to know where the remains were to be
Cheaney as well as others killed in this engagement,.

>ery.

tiat

3. Lt. Koenig took the remains to Mariveles
interment of Lt. Cheaney on or about 8 February 1942.

several hundred buried in Mariveles Cemetery from the

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16
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MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

surrender of Bataan. Mr. Koenig also informed me that
cemetery near hospital #2 and after his capture by the

at O1Donne1 Cemetery.

4.. Mr. Koenig said
of his services. He car

would be available for

reached in Ashgrove, Missouri,

Capt Vogl
Repat Br
Mem Div

Chief
Mem Div

Thru:

Ident Br

Ident Sec

Mem Div

in

at ai

these phone
f, [ariveles

reni£ ins of

shelling of Abiicay,
Nin: nger

conversations

d not at Abucay,
Comp

31 Oct SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
50

1. The above reports of telephone conversations
with Colonel Clark, Lt, Colonel Anders, Major Olson,
Major Sanders, Captain Anthony, Major Yeager,
Colonel Lilly and Lt. Koenig, are submitted as in-
formation in connection with original interments in
Abucay and Mariveles Cemeteries, Providence of Bataan,
Philippine Islands.

2
, It is concluded from information obtained

thit the remains of Lt. Cheaney were interred in the cemetery
It is also, the opinion of the undersigned that the

on, Gr en, and Wilson may have been lost as a result of the

kin
, Compton,
ble that a

of Nininger
believed advis
remains are

Colonel Lilly,
of 'non-recove ability11 sc
may have with next of kin

determined
Captain An

3. In view of the information furnished next of

Green, Wilson, Maynard and Cheaney, by Colonel Clark, it is
person. ,1 visit be made to those next of kin in cases where the

noii-recov« rable. It is also deemed advis bfe to personally contact
hony. Colonel Clark and Major Olsonexplain our findings
that ihey can guide themselves in fbure correspondence they

OEM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE X8-4Q650~6 >US
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T&Sec Hq 4 th Army
Ft Sam Houston, Texas

Capt Joseph F. Vogl
I/emorial Div OQMG 27 Oct 50
Washington D. C.

Dear Captain Vogl:

With reference to our telephone conversation this morning the name of the
officer who was on Graves Registration work on Bataan, P. I. during Dec '41
and on to Apr '42, was Fred Koenig* (the middle initial escapes me, but I think
it was HBM. He was a Ist or 2d Lt QWC and I believe he survived. If he was the
one who accompanied Capt Eugene B. Anthony (CO Co B 57th Inf (PS)) to Mariveles
at the time 1st Lt Ira B. Cheaney's body was moved there from Quinauan Point
where he met his death, 31 Jan 42, while serving in Anthony's company, which
was attached to 3d Bn, 45th Inf (PS) under the command of Major Dudley Strickler
(also killed later at Quinanon Pt.)-and if he did survive, you may be able to
get his address from AG files and communicate with him.

The name of the officer who might turn out to be the "unknown" discovered
near the church at Abucay-near McCurdy's body was Capt (or Major) Alex S. Kaplan
(this was legally changed to "Caplan" - I believe believe before his death).

The only officer whose funeral I attended was 1st Lt Victor Crowell (USMA '39)
Co D, 57th Inf (PS) *ho was killed near end of Dec '41 by accidental gunshot.
He was buried some little distance from the Abucay Church - less than 1 Km, I
should say, to the west. The main highway runs N-iS through Abucay on the east
coast of Bataan. Near

'

the southern limit of the Barrio Abucay a road leads west-
ward to Abucay Hacienda. The little cemetery where Crowell was buried was on
the south side of this oad (as well as I can remember.

As to the six names you mentioned they were all, except Cheaney, KIA at
Mabatang about 3 Km N of Abucay

Alexander R. Nininger Co A
John K. Compton Co M
Arthur W. Green Co I

Kenneth L. Wilson Co K
**David L. Maynard Co K

Ira B. Cheaney Co B

12 Jan 50)
" )

11 Jan 50)
31 Jan

)-Mabatang
)

Quinauan Point Bataan

After we evacuated Abucay on night of 23-24 Jan 42 and withdrew to the Reserve
Battle positions on the PILAR-BEGAC line, the town was occupied by the Japanese
and I feel sure they used the church as the brick walls were heavy brick and
offered excellent protection. Our artillery probably concentrated on this area
and may have torn up the church yard and surrounding terrain considerably.

* He worked under a Col. Sullivan QMC
** In my phone conversation I called Maynard "Kenneth" - I was probably think-

ing of Wilson.
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Wien ycu finish your job, if you should end up with a spare copy of
your report I'd appreciate one - or if not I'd like to read it and retume
it to you,

If I can be of further help,
let me know,

Sincerely

s/ Edmund J, Lilly Jr.
Col IGD

P,S, Would like to have Col. Geo. S. Clark's address if not too much trouble.

F.JL

dopy
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ChieY" 20 Novl SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965
Ivemorial 50 (tojor Discrepancy)
Division 1. Reference attached telephone conversations be-

tween Capt Vogl and the following officers of the 57th
jertaining Ibo the jieath and burial of 2/Lt Alexander R. Ninninger, SN 0-2376li
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ed in U. S
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thofee of L
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coirmanded

sorrirand 13
im itely three

ch.

ed for duty 20 November 1941 to the Philippine Department, 57th
)y Lt C3l George S. Clarke. Col Arnold J. Funk relieved Col
January 19A2, shortly after the engagement at f/abatang, Bataan,
miles lorth of Abucay, where the 57th Inf Regt CP was located, in

January 19
)ack to the

and sent to

;he vicinit;
approximately

ounterattack
It was s

lie remains

been his

Capt Anthdmy firit
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Antlj
Agi
Graces Registrition Officir assigned
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Sanders
J. Anthony
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B1 e

2, app
Pilar-

the
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of Lt

mmedia

weigh

MESSAGE

which indicates that the remains presently in-
Post Cemetery, West Point, New York, as l/Lt Ira B.Cheaney

i Cheaney,
.

we j tern

t te

oximptely six (6) days before the Abucay-Hacienda line
agac line 26 January, Lt Cheaney's company was withdrawn

i coast of Bataan to repel Japanese landings at Quin-
cloma. On 30 January 19 2, Lt Cheaney was killed after
ed (100) yards, while leading an attack on Japanese

Japanese forced the American forces to withdraw several
fs later, 7-8 February, that the Americans regained this

'heaney were recovered and Identified by Capt Eugene H.
:.e eomranding officer in the engagements at Mabatang and

saw the body of Lt Chearey, 2/Lt Fred Koenig, a
to the ASth Infantry, was standing near the remains.

<id the identification, Lt Koenig informed him that the re-
iill others killed in the area, would be taken to Mariveles

the burial of Lt Cheaney.

a IJ

A. In th« vicir. ty of Mari-eles there are two (2) cemeteries, Mariveles ffl and #3,
speci

'

y in which cemetery the burial was made, a reinvestigation
made of %L unresolvec Unknowns in these cemeteries. There are only two (2) Unknowns

fron[ USA Cemetery Hi i.sriveles, nnd they have been disassociated with Lt Cheaney by cir-
Unknowms from USA Cemetery £3 Mariveles,

have been disassociated

and dental characteristics, with the exception of X-21,
Mani;.a v2. Lt Cheaney's "TDAGG Form 016 , Statement of Candidate

dstf|d U March 49 +7, indicates a 1j)roken arm. An association may be established by the cir-
own X-151 Manila #2 was found to have

ILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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6
. There are five ollher decedents

leaaled to the IfOK by Col Clarke,
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information to

Upon rede
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DATE

20 Nov

50

th; seventeen of which were loose and five still intact in the

e post:mmously missing and three were lost as a result of a miss*
and he .ght of this Unknown was not estimated,

Nininger, / lexand*r R,, Jr, l/Lt 0-23761
Remains approved nonrecoverable. Field notified. Notification to
NOK not released pending clearance of this discrepancy.

Maynard, Dsjvid
Hemains

to NOK

7. When a

simuitaneously
side ration the

furnished8
, The files

;o the effejt that the

ship. A shotostat clopy of
the AG. Tjiig list fails to show the burial services performed by the Chaplain but does

ces

a POfcr
from

indicate some o

Compton, Jdhn C,
Green, Arthur W,
IVilson, Kenneth L

Nonrecoverable

final resojlution
to resolve

facts learnjed duriing

the officsrs who

on concerning the death of their son and to learn his
did not know the facts, stated that Lt Cheaney was buried
steps right from the south center door. Mr Cheaney

Honorable Richard Nixon who forwarded it to this office
this letter the information was submitted to the field

to the area where fragmented remains were recovered.
Lt Cheaney solely on the statement by Col Clarke,

.he

ipt o:

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr,, SN 0-23965
(Major Discrepancy)

Cheaney's parents talked with Col Clarke in San Francisco

on whom erroneous burial information has been re*
i.e., buried in Abucay Churchyard, They are:

W. l/Lt 0-33/i76
approved nonrecoverable. Field notified. Notification sent

11 October 19A9,

l/Lt 0-413755
l/Lt 0-395411
l/Lt 0-398233

Board Proceedings in suspense,

has been reached in the Cheaney case action will be taken
the casles of the five decedents listed above

, taking into con-
the investigation of this case*

in connection with this investigation contain several referen-
records of Chaplain Scecina were lost when he himself was lost on

a roster prepared by Chaplain Scecina has been obtained

became casualties,

2

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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9. CONCJUSIONo

a. "he remains

l/llt Ira B. Cteaney Jr.,

b, ],t Col George S. Ci.arke gave incorrect information which lead to the re-
covjery and id< ntificatioii of th< remains at West Point as those of Lt Cheaney.

c. l.t Cheaney ras killed in action on 30 January 19A2. at Quinauan Point in the
vicjlnity of loloraa appj oximat* ly eighteen (18) air miles SW of Abucay, four {A) days
afijer the Abucay Church lad beei captured by the Japanese,

on

2
FROM-

Ident Br

Mem Div

d
.

Antjhony, and
or about 8

burial of the

Chief

Memorial

Division

'he remains

burial at

February

e. Ihis branch

4
DATE

20 Nov

50

presen

SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965
(Major Discrepancy)

;ly interred in the West Point Academy Cemetery as
0-2396:1, are not those of Lt Cheaney.

of Lt

Mdriveles
IS 42,

remains of

tig 3 ted s
to sach,

f
. The cases of] the fjjve (5) decedents listed in para e. above, will be reinves-
imultjaneously bejcause cf the similarity of death and burial information pertaining

Green,

MESSAGE

(heaney were identified by his Commanding Officer, Captain
was supervised by Lt Koenig, Graves Registration Officer,

will f] ag the cases of the following decedents pending reinvestl-
gation since Gol Clarke is believed to have given incorrect information relative to the

Niningtr, Alexander R., Jr.
Arthur

WilsonJ Kenneth L,
Maynarc
Comptor, John C.

David W,

l/Lt
l/Lt
l/Lt
l/Lt
l/Lt

0-23761
0-395U1
0-398233
0-384762
0-413755

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U.

S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-49660-6
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OQMG FORM COO
HEM 1 APR 48 O-JO

OFFICE GENERAL OF ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

1
NO.

3.

Plot

proqes
Ira

#2,

2
FROM-

(Cont«d)
Ident Br Chief

Mem Div i.emoriaj.
Division

10. RECOMMENDATIONS

a.

F, Row 11

sing by
B

. Cheaney

"hat Unknowi X-151
Grave 32, Fort

$n Anthropologist
Jr., 0-239 5

b.

estejbllshed th4t
acqi alnt him w
mairls for those

that If the
the NOK

th the facts
now

c.

be reinten ed

d
.

remalins now In

them as either

5 Attach
1

.

2
.

3.

A.

5.

of

Interred

that If the
as an Urlknown.

That if the

West Point

Lt Maynard

Ltr fr Col Lilly dtd
DF fr Demob Rec dtd

293 file (X-151,

293 file (Cheaney)
201 file (Cheaney)

4
DATE

20 Nov

50

Manila #2 (Unknown X-638 Mausoleum), interred 30 June 19 9,
MiKlnley Cemetery, be transferred to San Francisco for re-
ji an attempt to Identify these remains as those of l/Lt

MESSAGE

SUBJECT: l/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr., SN 0-23965
(Major Discrepancy)

identl'ication of these remains as those of Lt Cheaney can be
Lt Cheaney be visited by a representative from this office to
in the case and to secure his permission to exchange the re-
at fest Point as Lt Cheaney.

identiJ'lcatlon cannot be established that Unknown X-151,
Manila

reraaini are identified and the transfer is accomplished that the
be reprocessed by an Anthropologist in an attempt to identify
or Lt Nininger.

27 Oct

Nov 5C
Manilla #2)

50 (and cy)
w/lncl

7 059 73472

i

-r FORM REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
16-4B680-eERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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DISPOS>ITION FORM

SECURITY Ci OSSIFICATION (.If any)

FILE NO. AGRS-DM 201
Green,Arthur W.

subject Copy of File 999_i_26

TO li FR0M
Chief, QM Liais*t Demob Pers Records Br
Rm lD68i4., The Pent i
Washington, 25, DC

DATE

Bldg 105, St Louis 20,
Mo.

7 Nov 50
COMMENT NO. 1

ed/2li;3

1. Referenda
.made to your message 51, 2 Nov 50, for Capt Renner.

2. Inclosed is photostat copy of File 999-1-26, Reel $6l. Recovered Philippine
Records (microfilm) pertaining to subject officer.

1 Incl

Photo Cy
File 999*1-26

IVC. HOGE, Lt Col
,

AGC
Chief, Demob Pers Records Br

1 ! f°gM5Q Q Q REPLACES NME FORM 96. 1 OCT 48. WHICH MAY BE USED. 16 54801-3 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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EXTRACT

STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE

Chaaney Jr. Ira B,

(Last name) (First name) (Middle initial)

Perman ftt 'j M ss 2011 Stratford Ave . So. Pasadena Calif.
*
* m . (Number and street or rural route) (City, town) (State)

Date of birth Feb. A. 1917 Place of birth Mobile Alabama.

Nationality df ather American Nationality of mother American
If ever in the military service of the United States, give last organization
and stations Co. 13th Bn. F.M.C.R.. Pasadena. R.O.T.C.. Pasadena Jr. College

What diseases and injuries have you had from birth to date:

iHimps. whooping cough, measles, broken arm.

** *** ***

E X T R A C T

Letteriran General Hospital
Station San Francisco,

California Date March A, 1937

The above is an extract of STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE dated A Mar 1937, for
IHA B. CHEANEY JR., taken from his 201 file.
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.
.

0 IDENTIFI*CATION DATA . s tpe
1. R E MA INS OF UNKNOWN

X- is
-

v
2

. DATE OF REPORT

3. NAME OF CEMETERY », PLOT 5. ROW 6. GRAVE 7. DATE OF

D 1 S 1 NT ERMENT RE 1 NT ERMENT

PHYS ICAL DESCf? 1 PI 1 ON

8
. EST1 MATED WE 1GHT 9. EST 1 MATED HE 1GHT 10. COLOR OF HAIR 11. RACE

12.GIVE DESCRIPTION OF ANY OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION FOUND WITH REMAINS

Vj r\ \<v ouu l T\ Uv N v* ovaju. - CIS

13.GIVE DESCRIPTION OF TATTOOS OR SCARS ON BODY AND/OR SUCH INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM OTHER SOURCES

It. WAS BODY BURNED ?

1 1 YFS | NO

TO WHAT EXTENT?

15. WAS BODY MANGLED?

1 v -T YFS 1 1 NO

TO WHAT EXTENT?

16. DESCRIBE EVIDENCE OF HEALED FRACTURES AND BONE MALFORMATIONS

17. LIST EVERY ITEM OF CLOTHING, EQUIPMENT AND PERSONAL EFFECTS FOUND, SHOWING THE TYPE, COLOR, SIZE, MARKINGS,
SERVICE, ETC. (If tmundry marks are indistinct such notation should be made and specimen forwarded through
channels for examination when facilities are not avaiiabte in the area)

3 Ci yv 4,

OMC form tCSMU
REV 18 MAR 47 1"

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS
FORM ARE OBSOLETE

GPO-O-47 - 754879 PAGE 1 OF 3
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18. TOOTH CHART

MISSING TEETH: ALL TEETH MISSING THROUGH EX-
TRACTION (NOT THOSE FRACTURED OR DISPLACED BY
RECENT WOUNDS) SHOULD BE "X"'D OUT AND LABELED
THUS:

TOP VIE*

fToo+hMissing >
SIDE V I EW

CR(VHEO TEETH: BLOCK IN SOLID AND CRCWN OF TOOTH
(LABEL GOLD, PORCELAIN, SILVER OR GOLD AND PORCE-
LAIN), THUS:

GoidCrown-s PorceiainC*

&
.

BRIDGE WORK: BLOCK IN SOLID AND CROWN OF TOOTH
(LABEL GOLD BRIDGE, GOLD AND PORCELAIN BRIDGE),
THUS:

GoMBridge

FILLINGS: DRAW FILLING ON TOOTH AS ACCURATELY
AS POSSIBLE (BLOCK IN AND LABEL GOLD, SILVER,

CEMENT), THUS:

GolaiW/ing i/v&rFillirig

CARIES fCavitfMOUTLINE LOCATION AND SIZE
OF CAV ITY, SHADE IN THUS:

Cai/ity Decoyed

Sirfe

Kiev

R IGHT LEFT

View*

VPPFR

View

LOWER

Side

View

DENTURES (PUtes): DRAW DIAGRAM OF RELATIVE SIZE AND SHAPE OF PLATE, BLOCK IN TEETH ATTACHED AND INDICATE RETAIN-
ING CLASPS ON NATURAL TEETH WITH THE WORD, "CLASP."

QMC FORM 1 OUVl
18 MAR ' GPO-O-47 - 754878 PAGE 2 OF 3
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19. BLACK OUT PARTS OF BODY NOT REO BED

20- MASS BURIAL CERTIFICATE (IF APPLICABLE)
(Wherein segregation In whole or parts is impossible)

I CERTIFY THAT THE GROUP REMAINS CONSIST OF PARTS OF.

OF THE FOLLOWING ANATOMICAL PARTS:

DECEDENTS BASED ON THE PRESENCE OF ONE OR MORE
NUMBER

SIGMTURE OF MEDICAL OFFICER

21. REMARKS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

I CERTIFY THAT I HAVE PERSONALLY VIEWED THE REMAINS OF DECEASED AND THAT ALL RESULTING INFORMATION HAS BEEN
RECORDED TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE

TYPED NAME, GRADE, ARM OR SERVICE, AN D 0 RG AN I Z AT I ON SIGNATURE

QMC FORM I GPO-O-47 - 754877 PAGE 3 OF 3



Declassified in accordance with E.O. 13526

*

12 February 51

MEMO ON X-151

1. There is no evidence of comingling,

2. Age: Estimated age at death 25 to 30 years. Cranial sutures show-

nearly complete obliteration of sagittal and lahbdoid. The coronal is open
and a metopic suture is present and was also open. Remains of the pelvis
are too fragmentary to use in estimating synphial age.

3. Stature* No complete bones arepresent and consequently an estimate
of stature is impossible.

ALL ' dentition: Does not give any good evidence for identification.
.No»»-

A
of the lower teeth are present and probably two or three from the

upper jaw. The nandible is badly broken and it is impossible to restore the
teeth to their nearest alveoli.

5. The shaft of the right femur shown an old, heeled grenstiok fracture .
situated in the upper third of the shaft. There is considerable antero-lateral

6. A suggestion has been presented that X-151 is the remains of Ira B.

Cheaney, Jr. Form 371 data indicates a stature of e'll/s1' and age at death
of 25 years. Estimated age would harmonize with this suggestion,

but it is

not clearly evident that the bones are those of a man as tall as Cheaney.
In my opinion it is not possible to associate X-151 certed nly with the data
available for Cheaney.

bowing.

f

Theodore D. McCown

Assoc. Professor of Anthropology
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