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Mem Div
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SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

1. Phoned Colonel Clark who was Nininger's
commanding officer, concerning Nininger's burial
place in the Philippines. Colonel Clark has written

that he had personally attended the burial services.

2. In Colonel Clark's conversation with me, he
were buried a few feet from the church. This, of course,
ed in the church yard. When I told Colonel Clark that
,side of the church yard failed to recover Nininger's
possible that the remains had been removed by the Japanese.

me positive assurance that this occurred, he cited two
1. Nininger battled the Japanese heroically, killing
1imself was killed. The Japanese may have decided to

temains rather than have the Americans use Nininger as an example for heroic
ler possible reason cited by Colonel Clark, is that when the Japanese
a, finding|a new grave, they may have decided to search the grave not only
casualty but to gearch for any secret papers or documents which may have
lonel Clark emphagized that these were only possibilities since we have
ocate the remains] He suggested that we notify Mr. Nininger of their
ty after we¢ have ¢hecked all other unknowns recovered from Abucay.
3¢
23 Oct 1. Phoned Mr. Franklin 0. Anders (Lt. Col.)
50 and located him at his residence in Leamington, Ontario,
Canada, Phone: 608Rl4. I told Colonel Anders that I
was phoning him as a result of a quotation in the file
of the late Lt. Maynard. I referred to his letter to
the father of Lt. Maynard in which he wrote: "In the
first four (4) days, we lost your son, Lt. D. Maynard,
Lt. Kenneth Wilson, Lt. Compton, Lt. Green,
Lt. Nininger and Capt. Meyer (Meier). Father Scecina
conducted services at the graves of American officers,
killed at Mabatang in the Abucay Church Yard".
2. I also advised Colonel Anders that I had
lark who W@F commgnding officer of the 57th Infantry Regiment at the time
fellow officers Were killed. Before going into detail concerning the
r and his fellow gfficers, Colonel Anderg aﬁked me if T knew the story on
I told him|that the only information I know of Colonel Clark was what
files of the decedents and that this implied that Colonel Clark departed
ese captured the entire Philippines. He suggested that I look into his
fed Colonel |Anders |why he thought this was necessary. Colonel Anders said
s relieved |of his|command shortly after the engagement at Mabatang in which

e v“‘fms FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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OFFICE O E QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF ARN
INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET
DUE, HOUR AND DATE
NIO. FRCZ)M-— Tg— D:TE MESgAGE
1 Capt Vogl|Ident Br |23 Oct SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
Contfl Repat Br |Ident Sec 50
Mem Div |Mem Div
(Info cy 3. The following is in substance, the information
furnished furnished by Colonel Anders of incidents and events
Liaison) which transpired during the engagement at Mabatang.
Colonel Anders said that Japanese artillery had shelled
the éntire arealand a considerable number of their infantry had 4infiltrated close to
positions held by the 57th| Infantry Regiment., The shelling severely damaged some of the
buil¢ings in the Abucay Chpirch Yapd. The Abucay Church and its adjoining buildings were
used|as headquarters of the 57th [nfantry Regiment. It was during this infiltration and
sheliing that Lieutenants Nininger, Compton, Green, Wilson and Maynard, lost their lives.
The tremains of these officers were brought into the church yard cemetery as soon as the

ad graves dug and conducted a brief burial service.
other officers, were present at the services.

4. Colonel Anders believes that one or more of
furnished by the Quartermaster and that the rest were
nket around them. He also remembers that where identifi-

t, one had been removed and turned over to the medics;
uth of the decedent. Colonel Anders does not know whether
Ll matters pertaining to the burial were left in the hands
b prisoner of the Japanese,

5. Colonel Anders brought up the fact that the

Particularly heavy shelling
bunding area by the Americans after the location was
nation was received that the Japanese were using it as
jeves that as a result of shelling by American forces,
destroyed and the remains scattered.

6. Colonel Anders also brought up the matter

r the Japanese had captured Abucay. He said that our own
in graveyards since the Japanese in a number of instances
re sites. He said that perhaps the Japanese believed
storage place for ammunition and decided to dig grave

in, the remains became lost.

7. I told Colonel Anders of the fourteen (14)
the church wall and that an examination of these remains

ated as an unknown. |Colone
; we found outgide th
all, | He told me that the }ndivid

and twelve (12) Filipinos.

I told him one grave was that
having no identifying characteristics, was still

Anders asked me to read him the names of the Filipinos
wall., I read the names to him and he said he knew them

nal listed as Castro should be Castro Mania.
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DUE, HOUR AND DATE

1 2 3 4 5

NO. FROM~— W TO— B DATE MESSAGE

1 Capt Vogl|Ident Br |23 Oct SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

Cont{l Repat Br |Ident Sec | 50

Mem Div |Mem Div 8.,- I asked whether it was possible that these

(Info cy five (5) officer whose remains have not been recovered
furnished| could have been buried on the outside of the church
Liaison) yard wall. He said to the best of his memory, the

men were buried in the church yard proper; however,

if a|re-burial fluring Japapese ocpupation occurred, the remains may have been re-interred
outside of the ghurch yard, Colonel Anders said this was merely a supposition and should
not be accepted| as a fact.

9. In my long conversation with Colonel Anders,
it was very apparent that he knew| and recalled more about the events subsequent to the

death of these Ffficers than did folonel Clark. Colonel Clark appeared hesitant in giving
information, always referring me to letters he sent the AG or next of kin. On the other
hand| Colonel Anders tried| to assist in every way possible by voluntary information so that
we could have a|complete upderstapding of what transpired immediately after these officers
wereLkilled. He said he will makp himself available to furnish any additional information
whic% we may nob have discpssed ajt this time. In addition, he suggested that I communicate
with{Lt. Colonell Johnson and Lt. [olonel Olson for their version of the events which took
place after Lt.|Nininger and his [fellow officers were killed.

I3

24 QOct 1. Major John E. Olson, 022125, 5025 Student
Detachment, Command and General Staff College,

Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas (Phone 23234), confirmed to
a general extent the information furnished by

Lt. Colonel Anders. However, he was more specific
on the battle action which took the lives of

Lt. Nininger and his fellow officers.

2. Major Olson said he did not attend the
inteﬁment servige for Nininger or|any other officers killed in the Mabatang engagement.

He sgid he remenpbers Nininger's death and that he was informed that Nininger's as well as
several other officer's remains we¢re recovered and buried in or near the Abucay Church Yard.
He ngver had ti*e to visit|any graves but he heard that Anders and Captain Garnet P. Francis,
dentgl officer, |[were with (Chaplain Scecina when the remains were buried.

3. Major Olson asked me what remains we recovered
nearlfy or in the church yard at Abucay. He said he desired this information to refresh

his gemory on the various ¢fficer$ who were killed in the Matabang engagement. I started
off Yy giving him the name |of Lt. |McCurdy and then mentioned Lt. Ch@ﬁey. Here Major QOlson
interrupted. He¢ said that Chéﬁey could not have been interred in or nearby the Abucay
Churgh Yard singe he was killed lgng after the town of Abucay was abandoned to the Japanese.

ﬁIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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DUE, HOUR AND DATE

N‘O. F| RCZ)M— T(3)— D:TE MESgAGE
1 Capt Vogl| Ident Br | 24 Oct{ SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
Contd | Repat Br Ident Sec 50
Mem Div Mem Div 4o I told Major Olson that I was referring to
(Info cy the names of all officers reported as buried and was
furnished not limiting myself to thoseinterred in or near the
Liaison) church yard.

5. Major Olson said that Cheaney was not killed
in the Matabang |[engagement |but wag KIA off the west coast near the town of Agloloma.
This joccurred 3Q January 1942, at|least ten (10) days after Abucay had been evacuated.
He sgid Lt. Chegney's platgon had|been withdrawn on or about 20 January 1942, to be
attaghed to the [3rd Battalion. This battalion was endeavoring to confine the Japanese
who Had landed gn the west |coast.

6. He said it was during an assault on Japanese
posiffions at Quinauan Pt. ﬁhen LtJ Cheaney was killed and his remains were taken to
Mariveles Cemetqry. for intdrment. | Major Olson continued that the arrangements for burial
in Mariveles wag made or sypervisgd by Capt. Anthony who Was Cheaney's @ommanding Officer.

7. The rest of the discussion related to positions
of the 57th Regiment after |the fall of Abucay. Olson said that they fell back to a line
aboul] one mile, |south of Bglanga.| This was on or about 22 Januvary 1942. On or about
30 January 1942, the 57th Regimeny was somewhat broken up and many of its units were sent to
west [coastal argdas to suppgrt troqps endeavoring to prevent Japanese landings.
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8. He suggested, I communicate with Major Sanders,
11 as Capt. Anthony.

NOTE: The comment of Major Olson concerning Lt. Cheaney,
that the remains now interred in the cemetery at West
cedent, The 293 file of Lt. Cheaney, indicates his

ucay Church Yard twelve paces to the right of the south
ocation of the alleged grave was obtained from a copy
r, wrote to Congressman Nixon on 4 January 1948. In

et Colonel Clark, and after much talking Colonel Clark
eps right from the south center door".

On the basis of this information, a cable was. sent the
to investigate. The overseas Command located remains
remains were designated as those of Lt. Cheaney. The
clue necovered with remains,

Since Lt. Cheaney was killed on 30 January 1942,
bucay, it is evident that the remains of Lt. Cheaney

Abucay Church Yard which had been lost to the Japanese
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DUE, HOUR AND DATE

NIO. F RCZ)M— Tg— DleTE MESgAGE
Contfinued
i £ Capt Vogl | Ident Br | 25 Oct] SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
Repat Br | Ident Sec 50
Mem Div Mem Div 1. Phoned Major Cecil M. Sanders and located him
(Info cy in Fort Benning, Georgia, where he is assigned as an
furnished instructor at the Infantry School (he can be reached at
Liaison) Fort Benning 3L62).

2. Major Panders' report on events which transpired during and subsequent to the
engagement in Mptabang varfies to |a certain degree with the information furnished by Colonel
Anders. Sanders was regimental S-1 and as such had direct charge of the personnel records.
In the course of the Matabjang engagement he performed actual combat duty since the casual-
ties| among offikers were unusuallly heavy and he was called to direct the activities of
detaghed companfies and plaftoonse.

3. The folllowing, in| substance, is the information I obtained from Major Sanders.

The Abucay Churgh and its djoslnfing building had not been selected nor had been in use as
regimental headfuarters before the start of the Matabang battle. It was after the Japanese
had finfiltrated| near American posfitions on the outskirts of Abucay that headquarters was
set np at Abucay Church. [Lts. Nininger, Compton, Green, Wilson and Maynard were holding
positions on the outskirts| of Abukcay when the Japanese penetrated to a point where they
either had to be driven out or the town of Abucay evacua ed. Lt. Nininger was killed after
he routed the Japanese who| had infiltrated close to the S"Fe¢h. His heroic effort won
for him the firpt Congressfional Medal of Honor in World War II. The remains of Lt. Nininger
were| brought bagk to the Church Ygrd and turned over to Father Scecina who had assumed
charge of buryihg all remafins. . Nininger had been killed on 12 January 1942 about nine
o'clpck in the morning.

Le Lt. Green was killled whille in a fox hole as a result of Japanese mortar shells.
Lt. fompton, whp was in the fox hple with Lt. Green, managed to get out and assume command
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killed as he was leading the platoon
silénce the Japanese mortar batterpes.

er Lt. Compton was
in an endeavor to

H that he was quite certain "that the remains of Compton were
spect tp Lt. Green he made the following remark, "Although T
ly cut pp, I believe someone told me that they took the body

it to the Church Yard.
ok upon this as official."

However, my memory is not clear
Compton and Green had been:

porary hospital set up in Abucay. He evidently had

b couple of wounded boys when he himself was hit. The

td his body at his waist. This statement by Maj. Sanders
which was obtained on Wilson from a sergeant in Wilson's

b load
L sever
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OFFICE O E QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF ARMY
INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET
DUE, HOUR AND DATE
Nlo. FR(%M— T(3)—- DI:TE MESgAGE
Contfinued
1 |Capt Vogl | Ident Br |25 Oct| SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
Repat Br Ident Sec| 50
Mem Div Mem Div T« With respect to Lt. Maynard, Maj. Sanders did
(Info ey not recall exactly how he was killed but he remembers
furnished that Maynard's body was brought to a place near the
Liaison) Abucay Church and turned over to Father Scecina.
Maynard was also killed on 12 Jan 42. In connection
with the above |informatiom Maj. $anders said that it is possible that after so many years
he may have ingidents pertaining|to one or more of these officers confused with what
hapqened to angther; howeyer, he|feels reasonable sure that in general the information he
gave me reflec%s the events which happened on 12 Jan L2.
8. Maj. $anders them asked|me if we had recovered the remains of Lts. McCurdy and
Cheaney. I told him that|Lt. McQurdy's remains had been found on the outskirts of the

the Church Yard. Realizing that there was a question on the recovery of
ns, I told|him that I did not have the file at hand but believed that the

remains had be
been killed.

correct and it
event we did n
who (was Cheane
while a prison
that I would
othgr informat
and |Maynard.

remﬁ ins which

9. Maje.

imental sur
Francis k
lop "battl
more or les
sted in regd
ain that M3

regi
Maj 4
deve
who
assi
cert

Ls - In’ ord
Anders, Mg
he was certain
Mayrlard) were }
aftdr a review
they were all Y
was [not correcﬁ
gether. He is
repdrt that the
buried in or nd

Col,

n recoveredl. Maj4 Sanders then asked me whether I knew whegCheaney had
told him that I bHelieved it was at Agloloma Point. He said this was

was either|the 30th or 31st of Jan L2. He then suggested that, in the

t recovery|Cheaney's remains, we communicate with Capt. Eugene H. Anthony
's commandeér. He|told me that Capt. Anthony had developed tuberculosis ,

r of war and has Peen retired for physical disability. I told Maj. Sanders
mmunicate with Capt. Anthony not only to discuss Cheaney, but also for any
on he may have comcerning the burial of Nininger, Compton, Green, Wilson

je Sanderg asked|me about Capt. Meier. I told him we had recovered the
ere buried|in Mariveles Cemetery approximately 25 miles from Abucay.

a

anders said that ye should communicate with either Lt. Col. Ernest WermitzyiG
eon, and Maj. Garpet P. Francis, a de

gfg% officer. He said that actually
ew more abgut burialsthan Col. Wermit

since the surgeon seemed to
fatigue® gfter the first Japanese shell hit in Abucay. It was Maj. Francis
s performed the emergency surgical work in the field. Maj. Francis also
overing remains amd helping Father Scecina. Maj. Sanders feels quite

Jje Francis |attended the interments in Abucay Church Yard.
* 3% 3¢

ler to clarify certain discrepancies a;:ig the information furnished by

Je. Sanders |and Ma]. Olsen, I again phoned Col. Anders to ascertain whether
that the remains ¢f all five officers (Nininger, Compton, Green, Wilson and
juried side|by side in the Church Yard at Abucay. Col. Anders said that

of what he jad previously told me he expressed concern lest I believe that
uried side by sid¢. He said that, if he had given me that impression, it
He definitely remembers that Nininger and Maynard were buried close to-
not sure whether Gompton's remains were recovered but remembers hearing a
re wasn't nuch of [him left. He feels reasonably sure that Wilson was

ar the Church Yard and that Green's body was recovered.

o

n
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—

M WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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FROM— TO— DATE MESSAGE

inued

Capt Vogl |Ident Br |25 Oct| SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761

Repat Br |Ident Sec 50

Mem Div Mem Div 2. GCol. Anders made this final statement: "I
(Info cy was present at the interment of Lt. Nininger's remains.
furnished With me at the time was Maj. Francis, the dental of-
Liaison) ficer. The Blessing of the grave was conducted by

Father Scegina. I also believe I saw or attended the

rment of L{. Maynard.| I did|not attend asy interments of Lt. Wilson, Lt. Green or

Compton although I believe that Lt. Wilson and Lt. Green were buried in or near the

tch Yard since we had definite information of the recovery of those remains. Informa-

ipton was o

ly hearsay and I wish to correct any erroneous impression given
y which may have :

ndicated that Lt. Compton was buried at Abucaye.

nthony and located him at 1374 St. Paul Street, Apart-
ne Florida OL66). Capt. Anthony was Lt. Cheaney's
was in the engagements at Matabang and Agloloma Point.

ne H.
(teleph
ter and

i Capt. Eug
Colorado
nding offi

24 I ask
Captain co

ga. His

tions and
jterattacke

L.
| Lt. who.w
Lt. replie

5. GCapt.
inually in
Clark to {
buried in
e the recoy
fay had long

6 . Capt .
1d we need

erous questions concerning the engagement at Matabang.
ce, what has been previously furnished by Col. Anders,
remembers hearing of the deaths of Nininger, Compton,
not know where their remains were interred. He had
1ls at Abucay.

Lhony n

substa

He

but di

bn buri.

was

withdrawal from Abucay/on or about 20 Jan 42 and that
line of defense about a mile south of the town of

wn on or about 25 Jan from the positions:south of

to the area near Agloloma Point to reinforce the third
ne the Japanese landings at Quinauan Point. On or about
of Capt. Anthony's officers, led an attack on Japanese

b had gone forward approximately 100 yards. The Japanese

bricans back several hundred yards. It was approximately .

i¢cans again recovered the lost ground and also the remains

1d that
second
withdr
r truck
to conf

nsferred bj

wow bloaled., NERR THE BoDY
eaney's body Wthh* was -blow_up‘ Standlng wih hém was

i the Lt. where the remains of his men would be taken and
and all the rest would be interred in Mariveles Cemetery.

Anthony saild that
action untll the s$urrender.

he never visited Mariveles Cemetery since his unit was
I brought to his attention a statement by

the effect that he had written the parents of Lt. Cheaney that his remains
Abucay Church Yard. Capt. Anthony said that this could not be possible
rery of Chedney's remains was made in the early part of February and that

r since been occupied by the Japanese forces.

opuld be very happy to provide additional information

Anthony sald he ¥
icq E that he did not write the family of Lt. Cheaney
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OFFICE ox-.HE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

1 2 3 4 5
NO. FROM— 185 TOh— 3 DATE MESSAGE
Continued T
1 |Capt Vogl |Ident Br (25 Oct| SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
Repat Br |Ident Sec 50
Mem Div Mem Div since he felt any letter of his would only cause
(Info cy additional gried to the next of kin.
furnished
Liaison) 3¢
27 Oct 1. Phoned Colonel Edmund J. Lilly, Jr. who was

50 Executive Officer of the 57th Infantry Regiment at the
time Nininger and his fellow officers were killed.
Colonel Lilly is presently stationed at Headquarters,
4th Army, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas.

2. Colonel Lilly recalled the death of Nininger,
ComJbton » Greenﬂ Wilson anh Maynard but had no recollection of attending any burial services
for |these men. | He also recalled|circumstances in connectionwith the death of Lt. Cheaney
and |suggested, (I get in touch wi1£h Graves Registration Qfficer, Lt. Fred W. Koenig. It
was |Koenig, ac¢ompanied Captain Anthony who recovered the remains of Lt. Cheaney about

sevéfn (7) days|after Cheaney was|killed near Agloloma.

3. Colonel Lilly said he would send me a letter,
givi.ng me whatTver information hT can gather from the few records he was able to maintain.

NOTE: Letter from Colonel Lilly was received,
30 October 1950 and is attached hereto.

3%
30 Oct 1. Phoned Mr. Fred W. Koenig who was a
50 Graves Registration Officer, assigned to the 45th

Infantry Regiment during the battle at Quinauan Point,
Providence of Bataan, Philippine Islands in 1942.

Lt. Koenig recovered the remains of Lt. Ira B. Cheaney
on or about 7 February 1942.

2. Mr. Koenig gave me in substance the following
information. It. Cheaney|was lcdlled on or about 30 January 1942, while leading his
plairoon in an assault on {Iapanesqa positions near Quinauan Point. Japanese fire prevented
the {recovery of his body wntil apout 7 February 1942. When Koenig found the remains of
Lt. [Cheaney, he called Cheaney's|immediate superior, Capt. Eugene H. Anthony and they
both viewed hig bloated body. apt. Anthony wanted to know where the remains were to be
interred. Lt. |Koenig told him that Cheaney as well as others killed in this engagement,
would be taken|to Mariveles Cemetery.

3. Lt. Koenig took the remains to Mariveles
Cemg¢tery where lhe superviged the|interment of Lt. Cheaney on or about 8 February 1942.
Mr. (Koenig tol& me there were seyeral hundred buried in Mariveles Cemetery from the

WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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OFFICE OPWPUE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF T ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

2 4 5
NO. FROM— TO— DATE MESSAGE

1 |Capt Vogl |Ident Br |30 Oct| SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
contd|Repat Br |Ident Sec 50
Mem Diwv Mem Div
(Info cy
furnished

Liaison)

beginning of the war up uptil the surrender of Bataan. Mr. Koenig also informed me that
he supervised the burials|in the| cemetery near hospital #2 and after his capture by the
Jap;nese, was in charge of burials at O'Donnel Cemetery.

4. Mr. Koenig said h€7would be available for
whatever further need we may have of his services. He ca /e' reached in Ashgrove, Missouri,
Phone: 76. Ta

2 |Capt Vogl | Chief 31 Oct| SUBJECT: Nininger, Alexander R. 2/Lt 0-23761
Repat Br Mem Div 50

Mem Div 1. The above reports of telephone conversations
Thru: with Colonel Clark, Lt. Colonel Anders, Major Olson,
Ident Br Major Sanders, Captain Anthony, Major Yeager,
Ident Sec Colonel Lilly and Lt. Koenig, are submitted as in-
Mem Div formation in connection with original interments in

Abucay and Mariveles Cemeteries, Providence of Bataan,
Philippine Islands,

2., It is concluded from information obtained

in these phone|conversatigns, that the remains of Lt. Cheaney were interred in the cemetery
at Nariveles and not at Abucay., (It is also, the opinion of the undersigned that the
remgins of Nininger, Compion, Gre¢en, and Wiison may have been lost as a result of the
shelling of Abycay.

3. In view of the information furnished next of
kin [of Nininger, Compton, |Green, Wilson, Maynard and Cheaney, by Colonel Clark, it is
believed advisdble that a person#l visit be made to those next of kin in cases where the,
remdins are defermined non-recovgrable. It is also deemed advisab¥e to personally contact
Colgnel Lilly, |Captain Anthony, (olonel Clark and Major Olson, explain our findings

of "non-recoverability" sq that $hey can guide themselves in fdture correspondence they
may thave with next of kin, ;

-

ORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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Al A

I6Sec Hg 4th Army
: Ft Sam Houston, Texas
Capt Joseph F. Vogl
Memorial Div OQMG 27 Oect 50
Washington D. C.

Dear Captain Vogl:

With reference to our telephone conversation this morning the name of the
officer who was on Graves Registration work on Bataesn, P. I, during Dec "4l
and on to Apr '42, was Fred Koenig* (the middle initial escapes me, but I think
it was "B", He was a lst or 2d Lt QMC and I believe he survived, If he was:the
one who accompanied Capt Eugene B. Anthony (CO Co B 57th Inf (PS)) to Mariveles
at the time lst Lt Ira B. Cheaney's body was moved there from Quinausn Point
where he met his death, 31 Jan 42, while serving in Anthony's company, which
was attached to 3d Bn, 45th Inf (PS) under the command of Major Dudley Strickler
(also killed later at Quinanon Pt.)-and if he did survive, you may be able to
get his address from AG files and communicate with him,

The name of the officer who might turn out to be the "unknown" discovered
near the church at Abucay-near McCurdy's body was Capt (or Major) Alex S. Kaplan

(this was legally changed to "Caplan" - I believe believe before his death).

The only officer whose funeral I attended was lst Lt Victor Crowell (USMA '39)
Co D, 57th Inf (PS) who was killed near end of Dec '41 by accidental gunshot.
He was buried some little distance from the Abucay Church - less than 1 Km, I
should say, to the west. The main highway runs N&S through Abucay on the east
coast of Batasn, Near the southern 1imit of the Barrio Abucay a road leads west-
ward to Abucay Hacienda., The little cemetery where Crowell was buried was on
the south side of this Poad (as well as I can remember,

As to the six names you mentioned they were all, except Cheaney, KIA at
Mabatang about 3 Km N of Abucay

Alexander R. Nininger Co A 12 Jan 50)
John M. Compton Co M » )
Arthur W, Green Co I " )===Mabatang
Kenneth L, Wilson Co K €r i) ~
**David L, Maynard Co K 11 Jan 50)
Ira B, Cheaney Co B 31 Jan Quinauan Point Bataan

After we evacuated Abucay on night of 23-24 Jan /42 and withdrew to the Reserve
Battle positions on the PILAR-BEGAC line, the town was occupied by the Japanese
and I feel sure they used the church as the brick walls were heawy brick and
offered excellent protection. r artillery probably concentrated on this area
and may have torn up the church yard and surrounding terrain considerably.

* He worked under a Col., Sullivan QMC
** In my phone conversation I called Maynard "Kenneth" - I was probably think-
ing of Wilson.

C" o 9"‘;‘1.
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T
S&MGFRY: 638 - Al fé e &
OFFICE O E QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF ARMY
INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET
DUE, HOUR AND DATE
NIO. FR(%M— Tg— D;:TE__ MESgAGE
(Cont'd)
3 |Ident Br [Chief 20 Nov SUBJECT: 1/Lt Ira B, Cheaney Jr., SN 0=23965
Mem Div Memorial 0 (ia jor Discrepancy)
Division
twenty~two (22) perfect t¢eth; seventeen of which were loose and five still intact in the
mandible, Seveén teeth were posthumously missing and three were lost as a result of a missge=
ing (maxills, e, weight|and hejght of this Unknown was not estimated,
5. In Juge or July 1942, Lt Cheaney's parents talked with Col Clarke in San Francisco
in gn attempt {o obtain impformatjon concerning the death of their son and to learn his

burial location,
in the Churchyard at Abuc
gavg this information to
26 January 1948.
and |a search team was dis

Col Cla

Upon re

ke, wh¢ did not know the facts, stated that Lt Cheaney was buried
y twelye steps right from the south center door., Nr Cheaney

he Hon¢rable Richard Nixon who forwarded it to this office

eipt of this letter the information was submitted to the field
atched |to the area where fragmented remains were recovered.

Thege remains were identiffied as|Lt Cheaney solely on the statement by Col Clarke,
’-\
6. There |are five ofher de¢edents on whom erroneous burial information has been re=
leaged to the NOK by Col Qlarke, [i.e,, buried in Abucay Churchyard., They are:

Nininger, Alexand¢r R,, Jr, 1/1it 0=23761
Remaing approyed nonrecoverable, -Field notified, Notification to
NOK not releaged pending clearance of this discrepancy.

Maynard, Dgvid W, 1/Lt 038476
Remaing approved nonrecoverable, Field notified, Notification sent
to NOK |11 Octaber 1949,

Compton, Jdhn C, 1/Lt 0=413755

Green, Artﬂzr W, 1/Lt 0=395411

Wilson, Kenneth L, 1/Lt 0~398233
Nonrecoverableg Board Proceedings in suspense,

7. When a final resolution lhas been reached in the Cheaney case action will be taken
simuf taneously [to resolve |[the cases of the five decedents listed above, taking into conw
sideration the facts learned duri the investigation of this case,

8. The filles furnished in clonnection with this investigation contain several referen-
ces Lo the effept that the|l records of Chaplain Scecina were lost when he himself was lost on
a POW ship, A photostat cppy of |a roster prepared by Chaplain Scecina has been obtained
from| the AG, This list fafils to Fhow the burial services performed by the Chaplain but does
indigate some of the officfrs who| became casualties,

2
THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. ONERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—49650-5
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INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

1 2 3 4 5
NO. FROM— TO— DATE_ MESSAGE
3 | Ident Br | Chief 20 Nov SUBJECT: 1/Lt Ira B, Cheaney Jr,, SN 0~23965
Mem Div Memorial 50 (Major Discrepancy)
Division

9., CONCLUSIONS:

a. The remains |presently interred in the West Point Academy Cemetery as
1/t Ira B. CHeaney Jr., [0-2396%, are not those of Lt Cheaney.

b, Lt Col George S. Clarke gave incorrect information which lead to the re-
cojery and idgntification of th¢ remains at West Point as those of Lt Cheaney,

e t Cheaney was killed in action on 30 January 1942 at Quinauan Point in the
vidinity of Agloloma approximatgly eighteen (18) air miles SW of Abucay, four (4) days
aftler the Abuday Church Had beey captured by the Japanese,

d. The remains |of Lt Qheaney were identified by his Commanding Officer, Captain
Anthony, and Hurial at Mgriveleg was supervised by Lt Koenig, Graves Registration Officer,
on lor about 8 [February 1942,

€. This branch |will flag the cases of the following decedents pending reinvestiw=
gatiion since Qol Clarke is beligved to have given incorrect information relative to the
burlial of the |remains of

Niningdr, Alexander R,., Jr. 1/Lt 0=23761
Green, [Arthur W, 1/Lt 0=395411
Wilson, Kenneth L, 1/Lt 0=398233
Maynaré, David W, 1/Lt 0=384762
Comptor, John C, 1/Lt 0=413755
f. The cases of| the five (5) decedents listed in para e. above, will be reinves-
tig%ted simulﬁaneously chause gf the similarity of death and burial information pertaining
to pach,

3
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i U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—49650-5



Declassified in accordance with E.O. 13526

REViGrRds 638

(;yﬁﬁiiﬁﬁfﬂfﬁl -ﬂ!!
ARMY

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

h 1 2 3 4 5
NO. FROM— TO— DATE_ MESSAGE
(Conttd) .
3. |[Ident Br |Chief 20 Nov SUBJECT: 1/It Ira B, Cheaney Jr., SN 0=23965
Mem Div llemorial 50 (Ma jor Discrepancy)
Division
10, RECOMMENDATIONS
a, That Unknow+ X=151} Manila #2 (Unknown X=638 Mausoleum), interred 30 June 1949,

Plo§ F, Row 11} Grave 32, |Fort MeKinley Cemetery, be transferred to San Francisco for re=
prodessing by 4n Anthropologist an attempt to identify these. remains as those of 1/It
Ira (B, Cheaney|Jr,, 0=23965,

b. at if the|identification of these remains as those of Lt Cheaney can be
estgblished thgt the NOK ¢f Lt Cheaney be visited by a representative from this office to
acqyaint him with the facts in the case and to secure his permission to exchange the re-
mains for thosq now interred at West Point as Lt Cheaney.

¢. That if the |identification cannot be established that Unknown X=151, Manila
#2, |be reinterred as an Unknown,

d. That if the remainé are identified and the transfer is accomplished that the
remqins now in West Point [be reppocessed by an Anthropologist in an attempt to identif
e

them as either |Lt Maynard |or Lt Nininger.
5 Atitach X %;23
1,| Ltr fr Col| Lilly dtd [27 Oct |50 (and cy) 74059 73472

2./ DF fr Demdb Rec dtd 7 Nov 50 w/incl
3./ 293 file (X-lSl, Manila #2)
4,| 293 file (Cheaney)
5.| 201 file (Cheaney)

¥

L REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

VERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—49650-5
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.
- ‘ VE BLIBID HOSPITAL,
L | FOR MILITARY PRISON CAMPS OF P.I.
P |
R ‘\ 43 _.,
g S December 10, 1942 I}

MPNCRANUEN FOR_LISITERAT ¥._NOGL, TMPERIAL JAPANRSR ANE:

| Mmzm.ummumn--tm
H 7ohen SWEENEY, Chief Wotertender, U.5. Ngwvy, who died November

!
. !
Forwarded herewith 1s a bottle cchteining S i
2, 1m.nnu~wm

24 The Sissuss previocusly
uuun--orlnl.hnm-
Johm T. FREEMAN, Sgt., V.8, Ay, who lhlm
of berideri, —Lu-u and miliary tubsroulosis. h
disesse was discovered st post mortem examimation. & i
and veport of sutopsy in the case of Fresman is appended.

3. I regret that this ervor cecuryed.
Pl
Beapectfully, wrf 3
L.B. SARFIN, ¥,
o Cmanter, Nedisal Corie, WS, Nevy. S
. gAs - TS Do g_(-u ND dacadte 8 femeea
“-"_’%'gc dams A A pirs WE Vsl !—4’ ¢ 39 7 v
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EXTRAET

STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE

Cheaney Jr. Ira B,
(Last name) (First name) (Middle initial)

Permanefit éd!hbss 2011 Stratford Ave, So, Pasadena Calif,
: (Number and street or rural route) (City,town) (State)

)

Date of birth_Feb, 4, 1917 Place of birth Mobile Alabama,

Nationality of father__American Nationality of mother__American
If ever in the military service of the United States, give last organization

and stationB Co, 13th Bn, F,M.C.R.,, Pasadena, R.O0.T.C., Pagadena Jr. College

What diseases and injuries have you had from birth to date:

Mumps, whooping cough, measles, broken arm,

%
e

e KKK * KN FxH

Letterman General Hospital

Station__San Francisco, California Date__ March 4, 1937
s

The above is an extract of STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE dated 4 Mar 1937, for
IRA B. CHEANEY JR., taken from his 201 file.
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¥ 1 IDENTIFICATION DATA ‘ SEPE

1. REMAINS OF UNKNOWN

o 2. DATE OF REPORT

1S\ {20 ks S )

4. PLOT |5. ROW 6. GRAVE |7. DATE OF
DISINTERMENT REINTERMENT

3. NAME OF CEMETERY

PHYSICAL DESCR IPT |ON

8. ESTIMATED WEIGHT 9. ESTIMATED HEIGHT 10. COLOR OF HAIR 11. RACE
vt Ut VT uTH
12.GIVE DESCRIPTION OF ANY OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION FOUND WITH REMAINS
2 T Toas waovlled | Tom midvlted
UNIcwm owuwn 15 Uwitwvowuw - (& 3 b
AGRS — WMoy sSalruwna
‘Sevwevly = y- 1S
- VWA o 3 - a7 'J
13.GIVE DESCRIPTION OF TATTOOS OR SCARS ON BODY AND/OR SUCH

INFORMAT ION OBTAINED FROM OTHER SOURCES

14. WAS BODY BURNED? TO WHAT EXTENT?
R G 13~ [ nNo

15. WAS BODY MANGLED? TO WHAT EXTENT?
" ves I

16.

DESCRIBE EVIDENCE OF HEALED FRACTURES AND BONE MALFORMAT IONS

'\) o\c N &0., & \Q - = X\m\ro \\\,Xa.\\‘ 04 :.4'\ ( Pevs b\)

17. LIST EVERY ITEM OF CLOTHING, EQUIPMENT AND PERSONAL EFFECTS FOUND, SHOWING THE TYPE, COLOR, SIZE, MARKINGS,

SERVICE, ETC. (If flaundry marks are indistinct such notation should be made and specimen forwarded through
channels for examination when facilit ies are not available in the area)

(Q‘;X '\. YW ..\v o P - 2 % \0 20 '~/\« S,

S W)

QMC FORM PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS
REV 18 MAR 47 104y FORM ARE OBSOLETE OX0-0-H Teus FAGE 1 :0F.3
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*

2 - 9 e
18. : TOOTH CHART
‘ TOP VIEW 1 SIDE VIEW
MISSING TEETH: ALL TEETH M|SSING THROUGH EX— e/ ;
TRACTION (NOT THOSE FRACTURED OR DISPLACED BY (Toofb/M/_;_s‘/ng WV

RECENT WOUNDS) SHOULD BE “X"'D OUT AND LABELED
THUS:

ORO¥

DRER

CROWNED TEETH:
(LABEL GOLD,
LAIN), THUS:

BLOCK IN SOLID AND CROWN OF TOOTH
PORCELAIN, SILVER OR GOLD AND PORCE=—

CWoe

Gold Crowr ) /”ams/a/ﬂ éronfﬂ

(CQRER

BRIDGE WORK: BLOCK IN SOLID AND CROWN OF TOOTH
(LABEL GOLD BRIDGE, GOLD AND PORCELAIN BRIDGE),
THUS :

Gold b’ﬂo’ge

& &

Lol

FILLINGS: DRAW FILLING ON TOOTH AS ACCURATELY
AS POSSIBLE (BLOCK IN AND LABEL GOLD, SILVER,
CEMENT), THUS:

6'o/a’}7///ﬂg Silver Fiflimg

C‘D@@QE

Sl IA'S

CARIES (Cavities): OUTLINE LOCATION AND SIZE
OF CAVITY, SHADE [N THUS:

C’aV/zj/ Decayeo’

OWEE

AR,

i . g Q Q @ @ C;j w e
QOVTVYOOOBRE |-
TP A0SR ED
Fioee @M@QQQ ; QQQ gm 4

DENTURES (Plates):
ING CLASPS ON NATURAL TEETH WITH THE WORD, "CLASP."

LA'7 + RL+9 \m-m\.

DRAW DIAGRAM OF RELATIVE SIZE AND SHAPE OF PLATE,

BLOCK IN TEETH ATTACHED AND IND(CATE RETAIN-—

QMC FORM
18 MAR 47

| Ok

GPO-0-47 - 754878

PAGE 2 OF 3
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. s : .
r ©

T19. BLACK OUT PARTS OF BODY NOT RE‘TD

20 MASS BURIAL CERTIFICATE (IF APPLICABLE)
(Wherein segregation in whole or parts is impossible)

| CERTIFY THAT THE GROUP REMAINS CONSIST OF PARTS OF DECEDENTS BASED ON THE PRESENCE OF ONE OR MORE
OF THE FOLLOWING ANATOMICAL PARTS: ENRER

SIGNATURE OF MEDICAL OFFICER

21. REMARKS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

| CERTIFY THAT | HAVE PERSONALLY VIEWED THE REMAINS OF DECEASED AND THAT ALL RESULTING INFORMATION HAS BEEN
RECORDED TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE

TYPED NAME, GRADE, ARM OR SERVICE, AND ORGANIZATION SIGNATURE
* -7 1.4 4 ) ' :
4 g/ Vo S - 219 i
%cc »A// Ww- (2 C)J .//’(7-
QNG .FoRw IO\N GPO-0-47 - 754877 PAGE 3 OF 3

18 MAR 47
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12 February 51

MEMO ON X-151

l. There is no evidence of comingling.

2, Age: Estimated age at death 25 to 30 years. Cranial sutures show
nearly complete obliteration of sagittal and lanbdoid. The coromal is open
and a metopic suture is present and was also open. Remains of the pelvis
are too fragmentary to use in estimating synphial age.

3. Stature: No complete bones arepresent and consequently an estimate
of stature is impossible.

ALl 4. Dentition: Does not give any good evidence for identification.
meokof the lower teeth are present and probably two or three from the
upper jaw. The mandible is badly broken eand it is impossible to restore the
teeth to their nearest alveoli.

5. The shaft of the right femur shown en old, heeled grenstick fracture -
situated in the upper third of the shaft. There is considerable antero-lateral
bowing.

6. A suggestion has been presented thst X-151 is the remains of Ira B.
Cheaney, Jr. Form 371 data indicates a stature of 6'M/2" and age at death
of 25 years. Estimated age would harmonize with this suggestion, but it is
not clearly evident that the bones are those of a man as tall as Cheaney.
In my opinion it is not possible to associate X-151 certei nly with the date
available for Cheaney.

Jé—«r‘vcw \Y A Sy

Theodore D. McCown
Assoc. Professor of Anthropology
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