
Paul D. Emanovsky Ph.D. D-ABFA 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 

Central Identification Laboratory 

590 Moffet Street 

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii 96853-5530 

pemanovsky@hotmail.com 

808-448-4500 X3750 (Office)

808-286-0377 (Cell)

EDUCATION 

2010 Ph.D. in Anthropology, University of Florida, with a concentration in Forensic and Biological Anthropology 

Gainesville FL. Dissertation:  Intrinsic Variability and Scaling of the Modern Human Foot: Sexual 

Dimorphism, Ecogeographical Patterning, and Biomechanical Perspectives (Dr. Michael Warren, 

Supervisory committee chair). 

2002 M.S. in Human Biology, University of Indianapolis, Indianapolis IN. A Taphonomic Analysis of Ohio Hopewellian

Modified Animal Jaws from Tremper Mound (Dr. Stephen P. Nawrocki, Advisor).

1998 B.S. in Human Biology (Interdisciplinary major Anthropology and Biology) State University of New York at Albany, 

Albany, NY.   

WORK EXPERIENCE 

2014 to  Supervisory Forensic Anthropologist, (GS-14 step 04* special rate table #700H *; Series: 0190 ) Defense 

present  POW/MIA Accounting Agency Central Identification Laboratory (DPAA-CIL). 

In addition to responsibilities listed below, as a supervisory forensic anthropologist my duties include additional 

laboratory administrative and management responsibilities that contribute to maintaining a safe, productive, and 

creative work environment and developing a staff and atmosphere that fosters a culture of high ethical standards and 

scientific integrity.  As functional areas I supervise several large commingled human remains (CHR)  resolution 

projects, the Scientific Analysis Disinterment Initiative (determining the ability to identify individuals buried as 

“Unknowns” in various cemeteries worldwide based on historical and anthropological records), and a 

antemortem/postmortem database and reconciliation project (“Solvability/Resolvability project”).  I am the liaison 

for the Laboratory for Agency Strategic Planning (a 6 year strategic plan) as well as the operational plan (a more 

focused 2-year planning body). 

2005 to  Forensic Anthropologist, (GS-13 step 07* special rate table #700H *; Series: 0190) Joint Prisoner of War/Missing 

2014 in Action Accounting Command-Central Identification Laboratory (JPAC-CIL). 

Responsibilities include: 

   Recovery Leader for the forensic archeological recoveries and investigations of unaccounted-for service members 

from past conflicts. Duties include supervising and conducting all aspects of archaeological recoveries (worldwide; 

typically at remote locations), directing military (teams of ~10-15 individuals) and local work forces toward the 

recovery of all pertinent information at a site leading to case resolution. Over 40 deployments to date (~35-55 days 

each deployment),worldwide including North Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Germany, South Korea, and Papua 

New Guinea. Often deployments require negotiation and coordination at various levels within foreign 

governmental agencies and with local populous (e.g., village elders). 

   Conducting skeletal analysis using advanced forensic anthropological techniques to aid in the identification of 

missing U.S. military personal. Conducting analyses of military artifacts and material evidence recovered from 

sites. Writing and peer review of laboratory scientific reports and case file coordination. Conducting validation 

studies of advanced anthropological methods. 
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   Auditing the CIL laboratory management system as part of a robust quality assurance program in association with 

ASCLD/LAB accreditation. Communicating findings to top management (e.g., Laboratory and Scientific 

Directors). 

   Providing consultations (on forensic fieldwork, skeletal analysis, radiographic identifications) for various medico- 

legal offices, including the Honolulu Medical Examiner’s office and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

   Providing laboratory based instruction as well as formal lectures for Fellows enrolled in the Forensic Science 

Academy. 

   Public affairs functions-providing tours of the laboratory/field operations to distinguished visitors (high-ranking 

governmental officials (domestic and foreign) and family members of the missing; giving interviews for media 

events and documentaries (journalists are sometimes embedded with recovery teams, other times my interaction has 

been via press conferences, or one-on-one interviews). 

   Representing the U.S. and the DoD at international mass disasters, providing assistance and expertise in current 

forensic identification protocols and policies for dealing with mass casualties and human identification. 

o 2005-Member of International Disaster Victim Identification (DVI) team at the 2005-South East Asian 

Tsunami, Thailand. Provided expertise for identification procedures, conducted initial processing and 

logistical management of casualties, liaised with various stakeholders, military and civilian, during this 

large multinational response- for this work I received a Humanitarian Service Award. 

o 2006-World Wildlife Federation MI-17 aircraft crash, Nepal. I was the forensic anthropologist sent by the 

DoD at the request of the DoS to aid in the identification of 24 individuals from multiple countries 

(including the U.S.) who were involved in a fatal helicopter crash. I worked with Nepalese and U.S 

embassy officials to effect the identification and repatriation of the deceased, met with and debriefed some 

family members of the deceased, all in coordination with an ad hoc DVI team (two members from Finland 

and two from the United States, including myself). 

o 2014-Organized and moderated a symposium between JPAC-CIL and the International Committee for the 

Red Cross (ICRC)-Assistance Division (forensic advisors). The symposium highlighted human 

identification efforts in the context of the ethical and moral obligations societies have to ensure their 

missing are recovered and identified post mass disasters, war, and other conflicts. Further emphasis was 

placed on the obligations forensic practitioners and policy makers have to keep families as well as the 

population at large informed of the progress. 
 

2002 to Forensic Anthropologist (ORISE Fellow), Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command-Central Identification 

2005 Laboratory (JPAC-CIL)(formerly known as U.S. Army CILHI). Responsibilities are same as above.  

 

2004 Graduate Assistant, C.A. Pound Human Identification Laboratory (CAPHIL) University of Florida. 

Assist with recovery, processing, reconstruction and analysis (identification and trauma analysis) of forensic human 

remains cases for various medico-legal offices.  

 
2001 to  Advanced Crew Member, P-III Associates, Inc. Salt Lake City UT. 

2002 Responsibilities included archeological survey, recording archeological and historical properties, mapping, 

photography, as well as other data collection and research. (Full-time, 6 months).  

 

2001 Field Director, Advanced Forensic Archeology Field School. Mercyhurst Archeological Institute, Mercyhurst 

College. Erie, PA. Responsibilities included instruction of a 2-week field school in forensic archeological field 

methods with a concentration on interpreting complex taphonomic scenarios. Topics included: search strategies, 

excavation techniques, mapping procedures, photography, and other death-scene, and mass disaster evidence 

collection protocols. (June 4 –15)  

 

2000 Physicians for Human Rights Cyprus Project 2000. 

Participated in continuing analysis of skeletal material obtained during the 1999 PHR mission in Cyprus (see   

below). Emphasis was placed on rectifying commingling issues, as well as revisitation of skeletal inventories for an 

internal quality control check. This mission also involved a forensic recovery in Pyrgos Village. I was the team 

leader of the 3-day excavation of remains from a disturbed clandestine grave context.. 
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1999 Physicians for Human Rights Cyprus Project 1999. 

Participated in humanitarian mission with Physicians for Human Rights in Cyprus. This mission involved 6 weeks 

of fieldwork (excavation of mass graves) and 10 weeks of laboratory analysis (biological profile, trauma 

interpretation, etc.). An additional aspect of this mission was the training of an international team of physicians and 

forensic professionals (e.g. Forensic pathologists) in the basic methods and theory of Forensic Anthropology and 

international human rights work. Responsibilities included: excavation, analysis, assistance with training 

component, photography, as well as cataloging and processing of skeletal material and associated evidence. (May- 

August).  

1998 to  Laboratory Assistant, Archeology and Forensics Laboratory, University of Indianapolis. 

2001 Assist with recovery, processing, reconstruction and analysis of various prehistoric, historic, and forensic human 

remains cases. In this capacity I assisted various medical legal and law enforcement offices with forensic 

anthropological tests and services. Analysis of Ohio Hopewellian modified trophy jaws from Tremper Mound. 

Creation of a comparative histological bone and tooth specimen collection. (Part-time) 

1997 to  Internship, New York State Museum, Albany, NY. 

1998 Under the supervision of Dr. Brenda Baker. Assisted with the photographic documentation, reconstruction, 

inventory, and analysis of human skeletal remains as part of a comprehensive Native American Graves Protection 

Repatriation Act inventory; metric and non-metric analyses of historic remains from New York State Police, and 

various New York State Coroner's offices. (Part-time, 6 months). 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2013 Guest Lecturer, Department of Forensic Sciences, Chaminade University. Introduction to Forensic Anthropology 

(Three lectures: ancestry and discriminant function analysis, stature determination, radiographs and identification) 

2009 Guest Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, University of Hawaii West Oahu. Introduction to Forensic 

Investigations. (Two lectures: Introduction to Osteology and Case Studies in the Detection of Clandestine Burials). 

2007 Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, University of Hawaii West Oahu. Team taught (1/3 of semester) Ecological 

Anthropology. 

1999 Teaching Assistant, Department of Biology, University of Indianapolis. Indianapolis, IN. Assisted with a graduate 

laboratory section of Human Gross Anatomy. Responsibilities included assisting with dissections, and preparation 

of laboratory practicals. (Part-time). 

1998 to  Teaching Assistant, Department of Biology, University of Indianapolis. Indianapolis, IN. Assisted with 

1999 laboratory and classroom activities. Courses include: Introduction to Biological Sciences 

Laboratory, General Biology Laboratory, Anatomy and Physiology Laboratory, and Human Evolution. 

(Part-time). 

PUBLICATIONS 

2016 Hayashi A., Emanovsky P., Pietrusewsky M., Holland, T., Procedure for Calculating the Vertical Space Height of 

the Sacrum When Determining Skeletal Height for Use in the Anatomical Method of Adult Stature Estimation. 

Journal of Forensic Sciences, Vol. 61, No. 2. 

2015 Emanovsky P., Low velocity impact trauma: an illustrative selection of cases from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 

Command-Central Identification Laboratory. Chapter in: Skeletal Trauma Analysis: Case Studies in Context, edited 

by N. Passalacqua and C. Rainwater, Wiley-Blackwell Publishing. 

2012 Emanovsky P., and Belcher W. The Many Hats of a Recovery Leader: Perspectives on Planning and Executing 

Worldwide Forensic Investigations and Recoveries at the JPAC Central Identification Laboratory. Chapter in: A 

Companion to Forensic Anthropology, edited by D. Dirkmaat, Blackwell Publishing. 

2011 Stephan C., Emanovsky P., Tyrrell A. The Use of Clavicle Boundary Outlines to Identify Skeletal Remains of US 

Personnel Recovered from Past Conflicts: Results of Initial Tests. Chapter in: Biological Shape Analysis, edited by 

P. Lestrel, World Scientific.
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

2017 Emanovsky P and Parr, NM. Population Classification Using Discriminant Function Analysis of Combined 

Mandibular Osteometrics and Non-Metric Traits. Proceedings of the 69th annual meeting of the American Academy 

of Forensic Science, New Orleans, LA. 

2013 Emanovsky P. Analytical test method selection and validation of laboratory-based methods. Proceedings of the 

65th annual meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Science, Washington D.C. 

2012 Emanovsky P. Estimation of body mass from measurements of the calcaneus and talus. Proceedings of the 64th

annual meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Science, Atlanta GA. 

2009 Emanovsky P. Prediction of shoe size from tarsals and metatarsals. Proceedings of the 61st annual meeting of the 

American Academy of Forensic Science, Denver CO. 

2008 Nawrocki S., Emanovsky P. Modified Hopewellian Trophy Jaws. Paper presented at the Midwest Archaeological 

Conference Milwaukee WI. October 15-19 2008. 

2007 Hefner J., Emanovsky P., Byrd J. and Ousley S. The Value of Experience, Education, and Methods in Ancestry 

Prediction. Proceedings of the 59th annual meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Science, San Antonio, 

TX. 

2006 Tyrrell A., Benedix D., Dunn K., Emanovsky P., Gleisner M., and Kontanis E. Death and Diplomacy: Multinational 

Forensic Responses to Mass Fatality Incidents. Proceedings of the 58th annual meeting of the American Academy of 

Forensic Sciences in Seattle WA. February 20-25 2006. 

2005 Tyrrell A., Benedix D., Dunn K., Emanovsky P., Gleisner M., and Kontanis E. Responses To Global Mass Fatality 

Incidents And The Need For An International Consensus On Forensic Protocols. Poster presented at the 36th 

International Congress on military medicine, St. Petersburg, Russia, June 5- 11, 2005. 

2004 Emanovsky P. Preliminary Results on the Use of Cadaver Dogs to Locate Vietnam War-era Human Remains. 

Proceedings of the 56th annual meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences in Dallas TX. February 16- 

22, 2004. 

2001 Ritterskamp I., Baker A., Emanovsky P. Nawrocki S., Haskell N. Recovery and Analysis of Two Vandalized 

Mausoleum Crypts in Northern Indiana. Paper presented at the Eighth annual meeting of the Midwest 

Bioarchaeology and Forensic Anthropology Association. October 5-7 2001. 

1999 Emanovsky P. and Judd L. Forensic Anthropology in Cyprus. Paper presented at 6th annual meeting of the Midwest 

Bioarchaeology and Forensic Anthropology Association. September 24-26, 1999. 

SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS (Instructor) 

2014 JPAC/ICRC Symposium on Humanitarian Forensics and Human Identification: The symposium discussed 

perspectives on the current best practices employed toward the identification of the missing, and highlighted human 

identification efforts in the context of the ethical and moral obligations societies have to ensure their missing are 

recovered and identified post mass disasters, war, and other conflicts. JBPHH, HI. February 24-28. (Organizer and 

Moderator) 

2002 1st Annual Forensic Anthropology Demonstration Short Course in Spain: Documentation and Recovery of Evidence 

at the Outdoor, Fire, and Terrorism Crime Scene. Taramundi, Spain. April 9-12. (Instructor) 

2000 Indiana Coroners Association Annual Meeting. Merrilville, IN. (Guest Lecturer) 

2001 Laboratory Methods in the Documentation, Analysis, and Interpretation of Human Remains from Forensic Contexts. 

Short Course presented by Mercyhurst Archeological Institute. May 29-June 2. (Assistant Instructor) 

2001 Death Scene Archaeology: Field Methods in the Location, Recovery, and Interpretation of Human Remains from 

Outdoor Contexts. 10th Annual Short Course presented by Mercyhurst Archeological Institute. May 20-26. 
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(Assistant Instructor) 

2000 Crime Scene Archaeology---A field training program in forensic archaeology and the recovery of human remains. 

Sponsored by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, St Louis Division, Evidence Response Team. October 2-6. 

(Lecturer as well as assisted with instruction of field exercises and demonstrations.) 

2000 Death Scene Archaeology: Field Methods in the Location, Recovery, and Interpretation of Human Remains from 

Outdoor Contexts. 9th Annual Short Course presented by Mercyhurst Archeological Institute. May 22-27. (Assisted 

with instruction of field exercises.) 

SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS (Participant) 

2014 27th Annual Colonel Henry F. Williams Homicide Seminar. New York State Police- the application of forensic 

science to death investigations, Albany NY. 

2014 Bias in Forensics. An American Academy of Forensic Sciences Workshop. An American Academy of Forensic 

Sciences Workshop. Seattle, WA. 

2013 A National Forensic Sciences Enterprise and transparency in Forensic Science: Legal and Practitioner Views on 

Our Path Forward. An American Academy of Forensic Sciences Workshop. Washington, DC. 

2012 What Did You Just Step In?! Use of Forensic Soil Examinations to Find Out. An American Academy of Forensic 

Sciences Workshop. Atlanta, GA. 

2010 The Forensic Investigation of Human Remains from Armed Conflicts and Catastrophes. An American Academy of 

Forensic Sciences Workshop. Seattle, WA. 

2010 ASCLD/LAB-International Assessor/Auditor Training. A 40 hour course detailing how to assess forensic laboratories 

against ISO/IEC 17025:2005 and 2006 ASCLD/LAB-International supplemental requirements. Waikiki, HI. 

2009 ISO/IEC 17025:2005: Section 5.4.6 Estimation of Uncertainty-Is Anyone Certain What This Means? An American 

Academy of Forensic Sciences Workshop. Denver, CO. 

2007 Forensic Science: Moving Forward through the Changing Tides. An American Academy of Forensic Sciences 

Workshop. San Antonio, TX. 

2007 Bayesian Hierarchical Models. A 3-day course on Bayesian hierarchical models and using WinBUGS. Imperial 

College, London. 

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS/AFFILIATIONS 

2018 Associate Editor of Forensic Anthropology (University of Florida Press) 

2016 Diplomate of the American Board of Forensic Anthropology- (Elected to Board of Directors 2018) 

2016 Member- Anthropology subcommittee for Organization of Scientific Area Committees (OSAC)   

2015 Visiting Scientist Fellowship-Office of Chief Medical Examiner-NYC (OCME-NYC)- 

This month long fellowship provided an opportunity for immersion into various aspects of day-to-day operations 

within a Medical Examiner’s Office (medico-legal death investigation, autopsy, grand rounds, case management, 

academics, etc.), with a specific focus on the role of Forensic Anthropology. The OCME-NYC is the largest Medical 

Examiner’s Office in the United States, responsible for cases in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and 

Staten Island. 

2011 Qualified American Society of Crime Lab Directors Laboratory Accreditation Board -International Assessor. 

2010 American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS)- 

Promoted to Fellow of the Physical Anthropology section (2017 Program Committee Chair, 2018 Section Secretary, 

2019 Section Chair) 
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2003 to  Disaster Mortuary Operational Response Team (DMORT) Region VIII 

2006  On-call to offer assistance in the capacity of a forensic anthropologist/archaeologist in the event of a mass disaster 

or cemetery related incident. I was selected for this federal level response team designed to provide mortuary 

assistance under the local jurisdictional authorities such as coroner/medical examiners, law enforcement and 

emergency managers. Completed Disaster Medical Assistance Teams core training (e.g. Disaster Response, 

Incident Management System, Critical Incident stress Management, etc.) as well as DMORT core training (e.g. 

admitting, Tracking and Storage of Remains, Personal Effects in Transportation Incidents, Morgue Documentation 

etc.) through the U.S. Public Health Service online training programs. While I was on-call I never deployed on a 

DMORT mission. 
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