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OOMG FORM gq8
REV 1 APR 48 s-'•••'

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY

INTRAOFFICE REFERENCE SHEET

DUE, HOUR AND DATE 

1
NO.

2
FROM-

3
TO-

4
DATE

5
MESSAGE

1 ;:onrec Se.Cbrres Sec 28 ju: SUBJECT: 293 file :
Teert Br :cgist Dr 51 Coupton, John C. 0,-413755
_ Lay D.:a Div

!aj

Green, Arthur 0-395411
flaynard, Davidi.:. 0-384762
aninger, Alexander R. Jr. 0-23761

I .y -7i1son, Kenneth L. 0-398233

1. -iorwarded are 293 files or subject deceased
who were killed in action on the llth ard 12th of
January 1942 in the Philippine Islands and who were
su-oposedly interred in the Abucay Churchyard Cepetery
onrecoverable findin,--s for the deceased have been

approved. .

2. or detailed infomation on these cases see
classified file on 1/Lt Ira B. Cheaney Jr. SE 0-23965
(E-::::-523)

5 incls .C.I: LD.:AF.DS
1. 293 Compton 740 9 73.472
2. " C--,-een
2. " ::aynard.

Ian i nger
r it I: iiS on.)•

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
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SPTS-161
Its. Myrtle C. Willard 17 ally 1969

During the course of telephone conversations with some of the
survivors, it was brought out that considerable enemy action
had taken place in the vicinity of the Abucay Church and that
the building and surrounding area. were subjected to heavy
artillery firing both during the time it was in the hands of
our forces and after its capture by the Japanese. It was
also brought out that in many instances the Japanese Forces
desecrated the graves of American soldiers and particularly
those who had been actively engaged in the defense of American
positions. Graves were also opened in the hopes of finding
American equipment and ammunition Which might have been buried
with the remains.

The death roster prepared by Chaplain Secina has been studied;
however, it does not contain the burial location of the remains
of any of the individuals whose service he is reported to have
conducted.

All unknowns recovered from the general area of Mabatang and
Abucay have been processed by accredited technicians utilizing
advanced scientific and technical procedures to obtain the
most accurate information possible concerning these unknowns.
The information Obtained as a result of this processing was
compared with the information on file with the Department of
the Army for your son. However, no association was possible
between any of these unknowns and your son because of the
difference in dental and physical information.

Having considered all the factors in this case: the contradiction
with regard to the actual place of interment, the shelling of
the church and surrounding areas, the desecration and opening
of graves by Japanese Forces, the intensive investigations
conducted in the area, and inability of Graves Registration
Service of the Army to locate the remains of your son, it has
been determined that his remains are nonrecoverable.

Your letter has been referred to the Cteemeoling Officer,
United States Administration Center, 9700 Page Boulevard,
St. Joeie, Missouri 63132 for reply to that portion of your
letter requesting cause of death and unit of assiguat.

2

111 1.1111=111.011111.M.11.11.11
DPAA0002139
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SPTS-MD
Mrs. Myrtle C. Willard 17 July 1968

Realizing the extent of your great loss, it is regretted that
there is no grave at which to pay homage. May the knowledge
of your son's honorable service to his country be a source of
sustaining comfort to you.

Musgrove
77472

3

Sincerely yours,

Disposition Branch
Manorial Division

Kerscher
77756

DPAA0002140
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