
A. B. NININGER

1P22 8. E. 10th 'Street

I. Lauderdale, Fla.

The Adjutant General
War Department

Washington D.C.

Dear Sir :-

Sept.3,1946.

Due to communications I have received, and to the
disturbing nature of the information they contained, regarding
the grave and remains of my son -

Lieut. Alexander R.Nininger Jr. 0-23761
57th.Inf:Philippine Naits, U.S.Army

Killed in action Jan.12,1942 near Abucay,Bataan.
(Awarded, posthumously,the first Congressional Medal Of
Honor of World War II.),

I am quoting, attached hereto, this information, knowing that
you will see that the matter is investigated, and will request
that as quickly as my son's remains are officially identified,
that you will notify me, giving the location and the number
of the grave.

It is the desire of Mrs.Nininger and myself, that his remains
be brought back to this country, and if it can be so arranged,
to be buried at West Point.

We will anxiously await your reply.

0PAA0002237
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To the Adjutant General, WaRhington D.C. (2)

Lieut.Alexander R.Nininger Jr. 0-23761 .

Quoting from letter received from Col.George S.Clarke, dated
Feb.20,I944 :

" Sandy's remains were carefully brought to the church in
the town of Abucay, Privince of Bataan,the Philippines.
Captain Cecina, Chaplain 57th.Inf. held a reverent and
beautiful service for him. He is buried in grave No.9
behind the south wall of the Abucav church, beside many
of my fine brave young officers who also died in that
same action. Men of his company carefully placed the
exotic flowers of the Philippines upon the wooden cross
that markes his last resting place. I was present personally
for your son's funeral services. It was beautiful and
reverent, honoring a man that I loved, and one of my fine

young officers, and a brave man. I may say that his men
loved him too, and his memory will live with them as
long as they live."

Col.Clarke advises that a copy nf this letter was sent to you
at the time it was written.

Dated June 2,1946.

Quoting from letter receive from Mrs.C.W.Cole,(widow of the

late Col.Casper W.Cole U.S.A. retired) whose grandson is Maj.

Ralph M.Calkin 0-341614, 507 QM Bn, then stationed in the
Philippine . I had asked her to have him secure a photo of

Sandy's grave.) :
"... Last time I heard from him(Calkinj he said Lt.Moors

(Lt.E.M.Moors, officer in charge U.S.Cemetery No.2,Manila)
was trying to verify No.9 as Sandy's grave and that he had
the new number which is grave No.2836 in Manila No.2

cemetery."

Quoting from letter from Mrs.Cole, dated Aug.2,I946 :
' ...My grandson was here to see me last Tuesday. When
he left Manila about a month ago, the verification in
regard to Sandy's grave had not been received from
Washington. He said the records at Manila now read
'Probably Lieut.Nininger'. The part of scull with teeth
have been sent to Washington, as that is the only
7150-drtive identification they will accept. In that space
;/. harria Sandy was originally buried, only one class ring
had been found, but I told him I am under impression
that Col.Clarke wrote that Sandy's ring had been removed
for safe keeping, therefore I wonder if the one found
belonged to Ira(Cheaney, class mate at West Point)
Maj.Calkin says it usually takes about a year to verify
any of those skulls and teeth, but he thinks as he told
them it was assumed to be Lt.Nininger, it may hasten
matters."

Sept.3,I946
A.R.Niianger
Ft.Ldladerdale,Fla.

0PAA0002238
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rely

CREstviEw 6,1935

HAROLD M. IMERM_A_IN, M. D.
416 NORTH BEDFORD DRIVE

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

October 10, 1949

T. H. Metz r : QMGMT 293
Lt. Colonel, QMC Nininger, Alexander R. Jr.
Memorial Division 1st Lt 0-23761

Dear Sir:

In regard to your request of September 28, 1949, regarding
First Lieutenant Alexander R. Nininger, Jr., Ian furnish
you with the following information:

1. Lieutenant Nininger was shot by Japanese snipers and
brought into the hospital at Abucay, Luzon, P.I. and
was found to be dead on admission.

2. There were other casualties but I do not remember their
names.
I.laz_n21,442AsuLAI.the burial of Lieutenant Nininger.

L. If I can recall correctly, Lieutenant Nininger was buried
in the immediate vicinity of the church of Abucay, prob-
ably in the church yard.

5. Father ,Jecina officiated. Unfortunately Father Secina is
deceased.

6. Lt. Colonel John Raulston, Aedical Corps, was also present
at the time that Lieutenant Nininger met his death. Lt.
Colonel Raulston is in the regular army and is in active
duty some where here in the United States.

This is about all the information that I am able to give you
regarding the circumstances of Lieutenant Nininger's death
and burial. I do not think that Lieuterlant Nirliaggr.,mat
buried in the Abucay cemetery an I am quite certain that he
was buried in 'the 717171175711T4-ChTiqrPM7-'Artrthe
exact74:17rA77717M-grbu-rielirrna-111.aid I am not able to
furiish this information. I am

11'( •CSLAMAA^A,A,-L,7

Harold M. Imerman, M.D.
Major, iiiiedical Corps

0
HMI:rb A.S.N. 0-3-3361
enc RAS

Fee

DPAA0002205
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLY REFER TO -"1  MT 293
Nininger, Alexander R. Jr.
1st Lt. 0-23761

SUBJECT: Identification of World War II Deceased

THRU Commanding Officer
Medical Center
477 1st Avenue
New York City, New York

TO : John W. Raulston
Lt. Col. 0-20401
Medical Center
477 1st Avenue
New York City, New York

26 October 1949

1. It has cane to the attention of this Office that you may

have personal knowledge concerning the circumstances relative to the
death of 1st Lt. Alexander R. Nininger, Jr., 0-23761.

2. Since this Office is currently attempting to recover and
identify the remains of Lieutenant Nininger, the information which
you possess may serve as a valuable aid in our investigation. There-
fore, it will be greatly appreciated if you can furnish this Office
a statement of the facts in this case with particular emphasis on the
following information:

a. What were the circumstances surrounding the death of
Lieutenant Nininger?

b. Were other casualties also involved? If so, can you
recall their names?

c. Were you present at the burial of Lieutenant Nininger?
If so, can you furnish a detailed description of the burial site with
relationships to any prominent landmarks?

d. Can you furnish any information concerning the number
of other graves in the immediate area?

e. If other individuals witnessed the burial, can you
furnish their names?

DPAA0002196
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QMGMT 293
Nininesjiilexander Re4 Jr.
1st Lt. 0-23761
SUBJECT: Identification of World War II Deceased

26 October 1949

f. Inclosed are two copies of drawings purportedly show-
ing the area of Lieutenant Niningerts burial. Can you mark the
location and return the drawings to this Office?

3. In the event that you are unable to answer the inquires
outlined above, any information which you deem pertinent is requested.

4. In order to expedite action in this case, a reply at the
earliest practicable date is also requested.

FOR THR QUARTERMASTER GENERAL:

2 Incls
1. Photo cpy of drawing
2. " • • •

T. H. EETZ
Lt. Colonel, QEC
Memorial Division

1st Ind

Headquarters, Station Hospital, 134st ASU, Fort Monmouth, NJ
5 Nov 1949

TO: Office of the Quartermaster General, Washington 25, D.C.

1. I have personal knowledge concerning the death of
several officers at Abucay. I was in command of a nenieal
collecting station located in the Catholic church in the early
part of the iataan campaign. At this time I can recall the
name of only one, McCurdy, a dental officer killed br. a bomb
near the church. There was another officer killed by the same
bomb. He was sitting on a motorcycle at the time. There was
another officer who had been shot in the head by a Jap sniper,
brought in to the collecting station at another ttle, and an-
other who had stepped on a land nine and was killed by the
explosion, but this one was a Major. I vaguely recall his
name being Freidman, but am not sure. There were one or two
others killed in their foxholes by snipers whose bodies could
not be retrieved for awhile. I am not sure now that we ever
recovered them; if so, they were probably buried on the spot.

2. In regard to the burials, when it became necessary
for the front line units to take care of that function, a
Chaplain by the na,-e of Secina supervised it. He kept records,
but he lost his life in 1944 on a Jap transport which was tor-

DPAA0002197
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qGMT 293
Nininger, Alexander R., Jr.
Lst Lt. 0-23761 5 November 1949
SUBJECT: Identification of World War 11 Deceased

pedoed. I do not know whether his records were left in the Phil-
ippines or not. He established a little graveyard in the plot
of ground within the five foot walk around the church. I cannot
recall definitely the exact spot where the graves were located,
but I have indicated on the map the general area to the best of
my recollection, and have also added some building structures to
the drawin of the church. I estimate that about six burials
were made there. The burials were done under cover of darkness.
I was not present at the burials.

3. I do not recall the name of Lt. Nininger. I submit
the above information thinking that he may have been one of the
group whose names I do not recall. Is there any information
about it that might be supplied to me as a clue in identifying
him in my memory other than the report that he was buried in Abucay?

2 Incls

RN W. RAULSTON
. Colonel, Medical Corps
nited States Army

DPAA0002198
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7-t

hEalqUARTERS
PHILOOM ZONE

AMMAN GRiLVIZ REGISTRATION SERVICE
Pits1/TLA/cvs4,

APO 900
8 December 1948

CA32.  RISTORY FUR REMAINS CONSIDal IDE1TIFIABL3

;dexander J., Jr., 2nd Lt., 0-23 761
tr.:FJ70.2N AGRS 1;auso1eum, T'anila„ P.1.

(13T3 AlEbca.nder R., Jr.)
(Formerly X-1130, USAF Cem. :.anila #2, P.I.)

aAsIJIADRDECLaINGRM`i.T.SIDEIITIFIABLK

1. Time, place and cause of death of UNIi01 x-4685 indicated on
the ROI are in agreement with tllose of 2nd Lt. Ale nder J. NININGER„ Jr.
indicated on 0(412 Form 371. (see Incls. 1 and 2).

2. Information contained in a letter from A. R. Nininger, next of
kin, states that 2nd Lt. Alexander J. NININGM, Jr. was buried in the
churchyard of Abucay, Bataan, 1 .i., in a -grave marked o. 9, which is in
agreement with the place of recover:- of UNKEOZ pc-4685 (fomeri,y interred
at USAF 'jam. 17anila /12 as Unknown X-1130, BTB NININGER, Alexander R.,
Jr. (See amis. 2, 4 and 6).

3. Branch of service, grade and organization listed on iteI and ROS
for UNE:0:3. X-4685 are in agreement with data indicated on 0414C- Form 371
for 2nd Lt. Alexander Jr. (6ee Incis. 1, 2 and 4).

4. Circw.,stances of death, recovery and burial of TJI:t2.; 0.,V X-4685
are in agreement with data on 04EG Form 371 for 2nd Lt. :;11:Z.G...:A, Jr.
(See incls. 1, 2, 3, and 5).

5. Dental chart of Uhi2.01Z x-4685 shown on .4:C Form 1044a compares
favorably with that. of 2nd Lt. Alexander NINL:2:11, Jr. indicated on 0 'G
Form 371. (See Incls. 1 and 4).

6. It is recommended that the remains of UN:.:10711: X-4685, A.GR3 Yau-
soleam, Lanila, P.I. (Hanger 810, Bay B, Cyrpt 451), be identified as
those of 2nd Lt. iilexander J. NINDIO,M, jr., 0-23 761.

ID3ITIFICATI01 CCM3T3). APPROVAL RIT0IMIT,D3D: 17 Dec. 1948

s/ Teodoro V. Ronquillo
t/ TZDORO1. RCNQUILLO

1st Lt., CEP
0-1 896 440
Member

s/ "&slee L. Tyler s/ aiward J. Brucher
t/ FI.V L. TYLgi t/ lir..MAII) J. BRUCHER

Major, la
0-324 330 0-199 445
Member President, Board of Review

C 0 Y
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1

HEADQUaRTMS
A BICAN GRATZ RICISTRATION SIMICE

PRILCOM ZONE PP.N/LM/amir

APO
26 April 1949

CA.S1L .111:3T.Ciff 

NIN1NC t, Alexander R., Jre, 2na 0-23761
tnino.ra X-4685, AG R.S Lausoleum, ranila, P.I.
(Formerly X-1130, USE Cem. ranila #2, P.I.)

BASIS FOR DECLARING R&AINS IMITIFIABLE

1. The following are additional findings and results of ftrther
investigation to support and supplement previous recommendation that the
remains of tINKrOdN X-4685 be identified as those of 2nd Lt. Alexander R.
NININGER, Jr., 0-23761:

a. Letter from Herbert B. Maynard, dated 10 Sept. 1946, in-
dicates that Lt. rINIEGER, Lt. Maynard, Lt. Kenneth dilson, Lt.
Compton, Lt. Green, and Capt. Keyer, casualties of the 57th Inf.,
were buried behind the south wall in Abucay Churchyard. (See
Incl. 4).

b. NVG Form 371 for Lt. NININGER was compared with available
records of all the other Unknowns recovered behind the south wall
in Abucay Churchyard with negative results. (See Incls. 54, B & C).

c. UNI1041 X-1359, a recovery from Cuitel 33rd Inf., P.S.
Gamete*, Bataan, has been recommended for identification as that
of Lt. David i. Idaynard. (See Incls. 6A and B).

d. UNELOAN X-1572, a recover from an isolated grave at 3an
Pedro St., Hermosa, Bataan, has been recommended for identification
as that of Lt. Kenneth Alson. (See Incls. 7, and B).

e. Capt. Y.eyer was a Known recovery from Fariveles Cemetery
3, Bataan, P.I. (See Inas. 8A and B).

2. 4ith reference to paragraph 3, 04IG letter,. file 293,
I.L.12:0,X X-4685, aGRS ilausoleum, Manila, P.I., 17 February 1949, subject:
Identification of Unknown Deceased, the following are the findings which
resulted in the reinvestigation to clarify the grave number in question.
(See Incl. 2).

a. Original TI for L1Z:01! X-4685 indicates the re ins were
disinterred from Grave 9, Soldiers Row, A bucay Cemetery. The Report of
Disinterment indicates remains were disinterred 18 Jan 1946. (See Incl.
3A and B).

A.
C 0 P Y

DPAA0002215

Case 5:17-cv-00467-XR   Document 63-6   Filed 04/22/19   Page 13 of 14

gthorp
21



IiISTOHY FO lt ID1.21141FLi3LE. (C ant? d )

NitlitiCILR, .le nder R., Jr., 2nd Lt., 0-23761

b. Furth, search of records discloses a r ains were recovered
from Grave 9,.Axmy ijer6onne1 Abucay, nataan, Luzon, F.I. The remains
were identified as i-fc. Tranquilino Bales, 6738585, b.; means of a round
tag found during disinterment. (See incl. 9).

c. Dental record on 041:IG Form 371 for Lt. NinnEa does not
compare favorably With dental chart for the remains imovered from Grave
9, Abucay Churchyard and identified as Pfc. Beles. (See Incls. 1 and 9B).

d. In view of the above, it is believed that remains of UNENOM
X-4685 recovered from Grave 9, Abuzay Cemetery, are those of Lt. NIYINGER.
(See incls. 10A and F.).

3. In view of the facts mentioned above and favorably comparison of
dental data stated in previous case history, it is recommended that the re-
mains of 1 Oi,b X-4655, Jtait.3 L:ausoleum, P.I. (114nclar 810, F&y B,
Crypt 451), be identified as those of 2nd Lt. idexander R. N IGER, Jr.,
0-23761.

APPRUVA.L tyril 1949

/s/ John 4. :leaver
/t/ J0H j.

1st Lt., LC
0-1 597 19
Lezabdr

/s/ Paul S. Heineman
/ .
s/ allbur G. Hobbs

/t/ PAUL i. n Ar /t/ aLBUR C. HOBBS
1st Lt.,
C-1 312 677
}ember

Inf 1st Lt.,
0-817 555
ember

Inf

0 Y

•
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