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Manila American Cemetery and Memorial
This cemetery site is the largest administered by the 
American Battle Monuments Commission in the number of 
graves and of those Missing whose names are recorded on the 
walls of the memorial. The government of the Philippines 
granted its free use as a permanent burial ground in 
perpetuity without charge or taxation.

American Battle Monuments Commission
This agency of the United States government operates 
and maintains 26 American cemeteries and 29 memorials, 
monuments and markers in 16 countries. The Commission 
works to fulfill the vision of its first chairman, General of the 
Armies John J. Pershing. Pershing, commander of the American 
Expeditionary Forces during World War I, promised that “time will 
not dim the glory of their deeds.”

Photograph: U.S. Coast Guard

Operations in the Pacific, December 1941 – September 1945

KEY:  Military Cemetery       Sea Battle

Cabanatuan Prisoner of War 

Camp Memorial

A marble altar marks the site of the 
Japanese Cabanatuan Prisoner of War 
Camp. Approximately 20,000 American 
servicemen and civilians were imprisoned 
there from 1942 to 1945.

Guadalcanal American 

Memorial

It honors those American and Allied 
servicemen who lost their lives during 
the Guadalcanal Campaign of World 
War II (Aug. 7, 1942 to Feb. 9, 1943). Four 
radiating directional walls point toward major battle sites.

Photo: The National Archives
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Simultaneous Japanese surprise attacks on Pearl Harbor and the 
Philippines led to war. Japanese forces conquered parts of Asia 
but were set back in the Philippine Islands. Fierce defenses by U.S. 
Army Forces Far East (U.S. Army, Philippine Army and Philippine 
Scouts) held off Japanese assaults for six months, delayed the 
Japanese timetable, and enabled the start of 
U.S. offensive operations in the Pacific.

1941
DECEMBER 7:  Japanese forces attacked Pearl Harbor and invaded 
the Philippines. (Dec. 8 in the Philippines, west of the International 
Date Line.)

1942
APRIL 9:  U.S. Forces on Bataan surrendered. The Bataan Death March 
began the next day. 76,000 Prisoners of War, including 12,000 Americans, 
made a brutal 65-mile walk to the prison camp and thousands 
died on the march. The death rate of POWs was extremely high. 
Of the nearly 30,000 Americans captured in the Philippines, more 
than 11,000 died in captivity. 
MAY 6:  Japanese took Corregidor Island. Lt.Gen. Wainwright 
surrendered U.S. and Philippine forces. Some eluded capture and 
formed guerrilla units. 
MAY 6-8:  Battle of the Coral Sea blocked the Japanese invasion of 
Port Moresby, New Guinea.
JUNE 3-6:  Battle of Midway reversed the Pacific strategic situation.
AUGUST 7:  U.S. Marines landing on Guadalcanal began the U.S. 
drive in the Solomons.
NOVEMBER 16:  The Buna-Gona campaign continued the Allied drive 
in New Guinea.

OPERATIONS IN THE PACIFIC,
DECEMBER 1941 – SEPTEMBER 1945

DIMENSIONS: 152 acres
HEADSTONES: 17,097

LATIN CROSSES: 16,931
STARS OF DAVID: 166
WALLS OF THE MISSING: 36,286

SETS OF BROTHERS: 20
MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS: 29
DEDICATED: December 8, 1960

Useful 
Information

Layout
Photo: The National Archives

Gen. Douglas MacArthur returns to the 
Philippines – Leyte, October 1944

Wall of Missing

Engraved tablets honor 
36,286 Missing in action 
who gave their lives in the 
service of their country, 
including 21 Medal of Honor 
recipients. 

The Altar

The altar is decorated with 
mosaic on a predominantly 
blue background. A tall, 
graceful female figure scatters 
flowers. Natural light shines 
through stone grilleworks 
flanking the altar.

The Memorial

The memorial consists of the 
tower containing the small 
devotional chapel, and two 
hemicycles in front which 
embrace the Memorial 
Court. The structures are 
faced with travertine limestone.

The Chapel

One sculpture represents St. George, 
as an American warrior, fighting his 
enemy the dragon. Above them 
are the ideals for which he fought: 
Liberty, Justice, and Country. The 
second sculpture of  “Columbia 
With Child” symbolizes the future.

The 25 Maps

Ten-foot-high mosaic maps of 
varying widths are displayed 
inside four rooms bordering 
the hemicycle walls. The maps 
portray important campaigns 
during World War II in the Pacific. 

The Graves

Eleven burial plots are arranged 
in concentric rings around the 
memorial and mall. The majority 
of the white marble headstones 
were quarried and fabricated in 
Italy and a small quantity from 
Romblon, Philippines.

Visitors Building

Is located inside the main gate 
at the right of the plaza; you 
can meet our staff and get your 
questions answered, sign the 
guest register, and rest and 
refresh yourself. Headstone Location

PLOT:  

ROW: 

GRAVE: 

1943
Throughout the year, many hard-fought campaigns along the 
north coast of New Guinea and up the Northern Solomons flank 
resulted in major advances towards Japan.

NOVEMBER 20:  Landing by U.S. Marines on Tarawa began the U.S. 
Central Pacific thrust.

1944
Southwest Pacific forces under General MacArthur reached the 
west end of New Guinea by the end of August. Central Pacific 
forces under Admiral Nimitz fought through the fortified atolls 
of the Marshalls, Marianas, and Palau Islands. The campaigns 
positioned U.S. forces to invade the Philippines.

OCTOBER 20:  U.S. forces returned to the Philippines, landing 
on Leyte.
OCTOBER 23-26:  The Battles of Leyte Gulf marked the end of 
Japanese naval power in the Pacific.
DECEMBER 13:  U.S. landings on Mindoro facilitated preparations to 
invade Luzon.

1945
JANUARY 9:  U.S. Sixth Army landings at Lingayen Gulf began the 
Luzon campaign. 
JANUARY 30:  U.S. Army Rangers, Alamo Scouts, and guerrillas 
liberated Cabanatuan POW camp.
FEBRUARY 3:  Battle of Manila began. The city was declared liberated 
on Mar. 4. More than 1,000 U.S. military and 100,000 Filipino 
civilians were killed during the battle. Airborne and amphibious 
troops recaptured Corregidor Island on Feb. 16.
FEBRUARY 19 AND APRIL 1:  Battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa began.
FEBRUARY 28 – JULY 4:  Starting at Palawan, through the Visayan 
Islands to Mindanao, Eighth Army liberated the remaining islands 
of the Philippines.
JULY 5:  Liberation of Philippines declared. More than 14,000 
Americans were killed in ground combat leading to liberation. 
AUGUST 6 AND 9:  U.S. bombers dropped atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
SEPTEMBER 2:  Japanese representatives surrendered aboard USS 
Missouri (BB-63) in Tokyo Bay.

Entrance to the cemetery is from the north. 
Proceeding south is a plaza area with a 
fountain centered on the mall stretching 
from the plaza to the memorial. Roads 
from the mall provide pedestrian
access to all grave areas.
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1.   Purpose 

 
This document sets forth American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) policy for the 

planning and execution of disinterments and the transportation of human remains for the purpose 

of identifying Unknown service members from World War II (WWII). 

 

2.  Background 

 

A. Interment of remains in overseas commemorative cemeteries administered by 

ABMC is considered permanent.  However, ABMC is committed to assisting the 

Department of Defense (DoD) in fulfilling its obligation to achieve the fullest 

possible accounting of U.S. service members lost in past conflicts dating back to 

WWII.   

 

B. Advances in forensic science technology, along with increased capacity for 

genealogical, anthropological, and military history research, has made it possible 

to identify service members buried as “Unknowns” in ABMC cemeteries.  As the 

steward of more than 6,400 Unknown American war dead from WWII, ABMC 

plays a significant role in the national accountability effort.  In 2015, U.S. 

Congress mandated DoD to develop the capacity to account for two hundred 

Unknowns annually, and DoD subsequently reorganized its POW/MIA 

accounting organizations into the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 

(DPAA), which is tasked to achieve the congressional mandate.  DPAA is 

actively researching Unknown case files (X-Files) to establish a probability of 

identification, to receive approval to disinter from the DoD authority (the 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Affairs – ASD 

(M&RA)), and to execute disinterments in both the European/Mediterranean and 

Asian/Pacific Regions for the purpose of accomplishing identification. 

 

3.   Policy 

 

A. ABMC fully supports the national effort to account for all U.S. service members 

lost in past conflicts dating back to WWII. 
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B.    Authorization: 

 

(1)   Disinterment is permitted only when authorized by the ASD (M&RA), in 

accordance with the authorities referenced in Paragraph 5.b below. 

 

(2)   Disinterment is permitted only when the appropriate host nation authority 

has granted permission to disinter and transport remains outside of the 

ABMC cemetery.  

 

C.    Disinterment Preparation: 

 

(1)   ABMC will assist DoD in planning methodical and respectful 

disinterments of America’s war dead from ABMC administered 

cemeteries. 

 

(2)   Disinterment will be accomplished at no cost to ABMC, with the 

exception of overtime or compensatory time off for cemetery staff due to 

after-hours work requirements. 

 

(3)   Disinterment will not be conducted on, or two weeks prior to, major 

ceremonial occasions including, but not limited to: Memorial Day, D-Day 

(where commemorated), Independence Day, and Veterans Day. 

Cemeteries should take into consideration holy days or observances in 

planning disinterments. 

 

(4)   In ABMC cemeteries in the European/Mediterranean Region north of the 

Alps, disinterment will not be conducted from 28 October (two weeks 

prior to Veterans Day) through Memorial Day as a normal practice.  

Authority for exceptions to this policy will be granted on a case-by-case 

basis by the Director of Cemetery Operations (DCO). 

 

(5)   In ABMC cemeteries in the European/Mediterranean Region south of the 

Alps, disinterment will not be conducted in the months of November 

through February as a normal practice.  Authority for exceptions to this 

policy will be granted on a case-by-case basis by the DCO. 

 

(6)   In ABMC cemeteries in the Asian/Pacific Region, disinterment will not be 

conducted in the months of July through September as a normal practice.  

Authority for exceptions to this policy will be granted on a case-by-case 

basis by the DCO. 

  

(7)   Personnel not essential for the disinterment operation will not be permitted 

to observe the disinterment. 
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D.    Disinterment Operations: 

 

  (1)  Cemetery staff will facilitate DoD execution of disinterment operations. 

 

(2)   Disinterment will be accomplished under the joint supervision of the 

ABMC Cemetery Superintendent, or a designated GS-employee 

representative, and the DoD Field Activities: DPAA, the Casualty and 

Mortuary Affairs Operations Center (CMAOC), and the Office of the 

Armed Forces Medical Examiner (OAFME). 

 

(3)   Disinterment operations will take place during hours that the cemetery is 

not open to the public. 

 

(4)   Disinterment operations will not interfere with daily maintenance or 

horticultural operations.  Arbitrary removal of plants or memorial objects 

is prohibited.   

 

(5)   Disinterred remains will be removed from the ABMC cemetery upon 

completion of the disinterment operation.  Disinterred remains may 

temporarily remain on-site without necessitating an exception to policy if 

the delay is to accommodate a subsequent disinterment operation or crew 

rest. 

 

E.    Headstones: 

  

(1)   If a headstone is removed to facilitate the disinterment, the “Unknown” 

headstone will be returned to the empty gravesite after the disinterment in 

accordance with the approved design plan.  The “Unknown” headstone 

will remain in place pending identification and Primary Next of Kin 

(PNOK) decision on final disposition of remains. 

 

(2)   If remains are identified and returned to the ABMC cemetery of origin, the 

“Unknown” headstone will be replaced with a headstone containing an 

identification inscription consistent with ABMC standards. 

 

(3)   If remains are identified but not returned to an ABMC cemetery, then an 

ABMC rosette will be carved onto the front of the “Unknown” headstone, 

which will remain in place marking the empty gravesite.   

 

(4)   If remains are not identified, DoD should return the remains to the ABMC 

cemetery of origin for re-interment, and the “Unknown” headstone will 

continue to mark the gravesite. 
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4.   Applicability 

 

This policy applies to all ABMC personnel and contractors. 

 

5. Policy Authorities 

 

A. Army Regulation 638-2, “Army Mortuary Affairs Program.” 

 

B. Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) Directive-Type 

Memorandum (DTM)-16-003 “Policy Guidance for the Disinterment of 

Unidentified Human Remains,” 5 May 2016. 

 

C. DoD Directive 1300.22 “Mortuary Affairs Policy,” 30 Oct 2015. 

 

D. Memorandum of Understanding between ABMC and DPAA, 3 April 2017. 

 

6.   Definitions   

 

Cemetery Staff – ABMC personnel permanently assigned to the cemetery that are  tasked to 

facilitate DoD execution of the disinterment. 

 

Cemetery Superintendent – The ABMC employee with overall responsibility for on-site 

cemetery operations. 

 

Department of Defense (DoD) – The executive branch department of the U.S. federal 

government charged with national security.  The three DoD Field Agencies listed below have 

overlapping missions that involve recovering and identifying America’s war dead. 

 

Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) – DPAA is the Defense agency 

whose mission is to recover and identify missing personnel who are listed as Prisoners of 

War (POW) or Missing in Action (MIA) from all past wars and conflicts, regardless of 

where remains might be located. 

 

Casualty and Mortuary Affairs Operations Center (CMAOC) – Formerly the U.S. 

Army Graves Registration Service.  CMAOC is the U.S. Army organization whose 

mission is to retrieve, identify, transport, and bury America’s service members.   

 

U.S. Army Memorial Affairs Activity-Europe (USAMAA-E) – USAMAA-E is 

CMAOC’s field agency for the Euro/Med Region.  USAMAA-E employs licensed 

morticians and, thus, has the organic capacity to act as the funeral home. 

 

Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner (OAFME) – OAFME is a branch of 

the Defense Health Agency (DHA), whose mission is to conduct forensic investigations 

of deceased service members, both to determine cause of death and to achieve 

identification.  A medical examiner issues a “Believed-to-Be” Death Certificate upon 

disinterment. 
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Defense Attaché Office (DAO) – The DoD office within U.S. Embassies responsible for 

coordination between DoD agencies and host nation officials in order to ensure full 

compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Manpower & Reserve Affairs (ASD(M&RA)) –   

ASD(M&RA) is a principal staff member of the Office of the Secretary of Defense 

(OSD) and is the DoD authority for conducting disinterment operations. 

 

Department of State (DoS) – The executive branch department of the U.S. federal government 

charged with international diplomacy.  DoS administers and manages U.S. embassies.  

 

American Citizen Services (ACS) – The branch of a U.S. embassy’s Consular Section 

which provides practical assistance to U.S. citizens for a variety of needs.  ACS 

maintains a list of host nation funeral homes. 

 

Deputy Secretary for Overseas Operations (DSOO) – The ABMC executive leader 

responsible for all matters pertaining to the operation and maintenance of overseas 

commemorative cemeteries. 

 

Director of Cemetery Operations (DCO) – The ABMC employee responsible for direct 

support to the needs of the overseas commemorative cemeteries. 

 

Director of External Affairs (DEA) – The ABMC employee responsible for public and internal 

communications. 

 

Headstone – A standard upright stone, in the form of either a Latin Cross or a Star of David, that 

marks the gravesites in overseas commemorative cemeteries administered by ABMC. 

 

Host Nation – The country in which a particular ABMC cemetery is located. 

 

Licensed Mortician – The only person qualified to disinter, handle, and transport human 

remains.  In the European/Mediterranean Region, USAMAA-E employs licensed morticians and, 

thus, has the organic capacity to act as the funeral home. 

 

7.   Mandatory Review 

 

ABMC will review this policy and perform a gap analysis every three years to ensure that the 

policy is current and complete.  This review may occur earlier if warranted by changes in federal 

legislation; OMB guidance; or DoS,  DoD, or ABMC policy. 

 

 

Appendix A:   Disinterment Responsibilities 

Appendix B:   Disinterment Checklists 

Appendix C:   Disinterment Closure Report Format 
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Appendix A – Disinterment Responsibilities 

 

1.   DoD is responsible for making all arrangements and incurring all financial obligations 

related to a disinterment.  These arrangements and obligations include, but are not limited 

to, the following: 

 

a.   Providing to the DAO, DSOO, and/or DCO an authorization letter signed by 

ASD(M&RA) 

 b.   Complying with host nation laws and regulations 

 c.   Providing a diplomatic note (DIPNOTE) to the respective DAO for delivery to the  

host nation Ministry of Foreign Affairs where required, and proceeding only with 

their consent.  

 d.   Engaging a licensed mortician  

 e.   Re-casketing the remains 

 f.   Draping the casket with a U.S. flag 

 g.   Acquiring excavating equipment 

 h.   Acquiring additional equipment as required, including shielding and/or tenting,  

  lighting, and safety equipment 

 i.   Taking official photos of the flag-draped casket 

 j.   Rehabilitating the gravesite to conditions defined by the cemetery superintendent 

 k.   Identifying the port of embarkation to which the remains will be transported 

 l.   Providing chain of custody transfer forms  

 m.   Coordinating with OAFME to provide a medical examiner to produce a believed- 

to-be (BTB) death certificate in accordance with host nation requirements (e.g. 

the International Arrangement Concerning the Conveyance of Corpses (Berlin 

Agreement of 1937), the Agreement on the Transfer of Corpses (Strasbourg 

Agreement of 1973)) 

 n.   Acquiring host nation consent for the transportation of remains: 

  France:   “Laissez-Passer” 

  Belgium:   “Permis de Transport” 

  Italy:    “Autorizzazione all’Esumazione ed al Trasporto Resti  

Ossei” 

  United Kingdom:   “License for the Removal of Buried Human Remains” 

  Luxembourg:    Memorandum (Commune of Luxembourg) 

  Tunisia:  Memorandum (Government of Tunisia) 

  Philippines:   “Exhumation/Transfer Permit” 

o.   Providing to the DSOO and/or DCO the X-file for the human remains to be  

 disinterred  

 p.   Coordinating in advance with the cemetery superintendent, DCO, and/or DSOO if 

disinterred remains are to be held on site overnight for crew rest or in the case of 

multiple disinterment operations over successive days  
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 q.   Funding the replacement of any headstone damaged during a disinterment 

(scratches, chips, stains, or breakage) 

r.   Providing to the DSOO and/or DCO feedback detailing the final disposition of the  

remains (if remains could not be identified, DoD should reinter the remains at the 

ABMC cemetery of origin) 

 s.   Taking custody and responsibility for the original casket 

 

2.   DSOO/DCO are responsible for coordinating all arrangements related to a disinterment 

from an ABMC cemetery.  These arrangements and obligations include, but are not 

limited to, the following: 

 

a.   Providing to ASD(M&RA), DEA, and the cemetery superintendent a letter of 

concurrence to proceed with a disinterment  

b.   Providing to the cemetery superintendent and DEA the X-File for the human 

remains to be disinterred 

c.   Providing to the cemetery superintendent the burial coordinates, in accordance 

with the ABMC database, in the format: plot, row, grave 

d.   Coordinating logistical support requirements with the cemetery superintendent, 

including the need for a security area to store remains overnight, if needed  

e.   Coordinating with other ABMC directorates regarding public affairs and ABMC 

database records, as required 

 

3.   Cemetery superintendents are responsible for their designated cemeteries.  The cemetery 

superintendent, or designated representative, will supervise the site on the day of the 

disinterment.  These arrangements and obligations include, but are not limited to, the 

following: 

 

a.   Verifying the burial coordinates to be disinterred by referencing the local ABMC 

Form 1 or other available documentation independent of the ABMC database (the 

burial coordinates will be in the format: plot, row, grave, and the physical location 

of the grave will be inspected for accuracy) 

b.   Providing to CMAOC an assessment of required equipment based on peculiarities 

of the gravesite (headstones, trees, irrigation piping, or other physical obstacles) 

c.   In coordination with CMAOC, and if requested, identifying and visiting a local 

funeral home (licensed mortician) to conduct a suitability assessment based on 

availability, equipment, and experience 

d.   Verifying that all visitors and non-essential personnel have departed the cemetery 

prior to beginning disinterment operations 

e.   Preparing the gravesite by placing protective ground covers, removing sod, 

removing/protecting headstones, as required  

f.   Preparing the Service Area, or other designated area, for cleaning and opening of 

the casket 

g.   Providing appropriate logistical support to CMAOC in support of cleaning and 

opening the casket, which may include hand-tools, pressure washers, and cleaning 

supplies 
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h.   Updating the local ABMC Form 1, and other documentation, to indicate that the 

designated human remains were disinterred, to include the date of disinterment 

 

4.   Funeral homes (licensed morticians), if used, will provide services to disinter, handle, and 

transport human remains.  Financial obligations incurred by contracting a funeral home 

will be funded by DoD.  These arrangements and obligations include, but are not limited 

to, the following: 

 

a.   Providing DoD with an itemized bid for services to be rendered, including labor, 

equipment, new casket (if required), transportation, and other costs 

 b.   Contacting the cemetery superintendent to coordinate a site visit  

 c.   Providing a suitable shipping container in accordance with host nation 

requirements 

 

5.  All organizations involved in disinterment operations are responsible for: 

 

a.   Accomplishing the disinterment only when authorized in writing by 

ASD(M&RA) and the appropriate host nation authority 

b.   Retaining letters of authorization and other pertinent documents on file as a 

permanent record of the disinterment 

c.   Tracking the progression of disinterment planning using ABMC Disinterment 

Checklists in Appendix B of this policy letter 
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Appendix B – Disinterment Checklists 

The checklists on the following pages are provided to participating organizations and 

commercial entities to help ensure that all critical tasks related to disinterment operations at an 

ABMC cemetery are completed and that all activities are handled with proper respect and 

dignity.   

 

1.   General Requirements: 

 

a.   The date of disinterment will not be scheduled until all necessary approval 

documents are authorized and certified 

b.   Once all of the documentation and burial coordinates are verified, all 

organizations will receive a complete package containing: the authorization letter 

from ASD(M&RA), authorization documents from the host nation, the 

concurrence letter from DSOO, ABMC database information, and cemetery 

supporting documentation 

c.   The cemetery superintendent has overall responsibility and authority at the 

ABMC cemetery 

d.   Photographs are permitted until the casket is raised from the grave—once the 

casket is above ground, only DoD is authorized to take official photographs, 

which will be controlled items for official use only 

e.   This is a solemn occasion, which must be conducted with proper respect and 

dignity—noise will be kept to a minimum 

 f.   The transportation of the casket will be with the feet of the deceased leading 

 g.   The U.S. flag will be draped on the casket at all times, except when required to  

clean or open the casket.  Stars will be placed on the left side of the casket from 

the top, “draped over the heart” 

 h.   DoD is the only organization authorized to open the casket 

 

2.  Cemetery Superintendent: 

 

Item Task Y/N 

Preparation and Planning 

1 Verify the correct location of the gravesite using available documentation (ABMC 

Form 1, or other documentation) independent of the ABMC database. 

 

2 Photograph the headstone IAW DEA guidance.  Sanding the headstone and placing 

flags is optional.   

 

3 As needed, consult ABMC staff or other superintendents with disinterment 

operations experience. 

 

4 As needed, coordinate a site-visit by the contracted funeral home (licensed 

mortician) to properly assess equipment requirements. 

 

5 Assist DoD by providing information on local accommodations.  
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6 Coordinate with DoD in advance concerning logistical requirements, including: 

tenting, screening, external lighting, ground cover, pressure washer, flat-bed 

trailer, or other requirements. 

7 Coordinate with DoD in advance concerning the need for remains to stay 

overnight. 

 

8 Identify cemetery staff needed for disinterment operations – inform the DCO.   

9 Conduct a risk assessment.  Include an evaluation of weather and soil conditions to 

assess the possibility of a collapsed grave.  Report assessment to DoD and funeral 

home (licensed mortician) to determine the appropriate use of shoring equipment.  

 

Prepare the Cemetery 

10 Verify that all visitors and non-essential personnel have departed the cemetery 

prior to starting disinterment operations. 

 

11 Close and lock the gates prior to starting disinterment operations.  If the cemetery 

does not have sufficient barriers to prevent unauthorized access, post cemetery 

staff to block access. 

 

12 Greet the DoD Disinterment Team and review the plan.  

Prepare the Work Site 

13 Remove the sod over the grave.  

14 Remove headstones, as needed.  

15 Place protective barriers on headstones near the work zone.  

16 Prepare a location for extracted soil.  

17 Place protective ground cover on Fine Lawn for excavator movement.  

18 Place tenting and/or screening.  

19 Disable automatic irrigation system.  

20 Prepare Service Area for casket cleaning and opening.  

21 Acquire additional soil to refill the grave.  

Disinterment Operation 

22 Supervise all aspects of the disinterment operation.  

23 Play Taps once the U.S. Flag is draped over the casket. This is an optional step.  

After Completing the Disinterment Operation 

24 Ensure DoD refills the grave, including tamping down soil in layers.  ABMC 

cemetery staff should take over grave recovery in the final stages, specifically sod 

recovery.  Provide additional soil to the DoD Team, as required.  

 

25 Replace sod over the grave prior to opening the cemetery to the public.  

26 Replace any removed headstones as soon as possible.  

27 Update ABMC Form 1 with disinterment date. Remains disinterred by DPAA on (date)  

28 Submit a Disinterment Closure Report to DCO, using the format found in 

Appendix C to this policy letter. 
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3.  DoD: 

 

Item Task Y/N 

1 Maintain an evolving X-File Disinterment Plan.  Distribute monthly to the DSOO, 

DCO, and DEA. 

 

2 Provide the Letter of Authorization from ASD(M&RA) to the DCO.  

3 Provide the X-File to the DCO.  

4 Coordinate with the DCO to schedule disinterment date.  

5 Coordinate DipNote to host nation authority, as required.  

6 Coordinate appropriate host nation transportation authorization through U.S. 

Embassy or U.S. Consulate, as required.  Provide copies of authorization 

documents to the DCO. 

 

7 If needed, identify and contract a funeral home to conduct the disinterment 

operation.  Coordinate with the cemetery superintendent. 

 

8 Coordinate with the cemetery superintendent and provide all necessary equipment 

to conduct the disinterment operation, including, but not limited to, the following: 

safety equipment, excavator, shoring, lifting straps, screening, tenting, portable 

lighting, zinc liner, welding equipment, U.S. Flag (5’ x 9.5’), and the new coffin. 

 

9 Take possession of and remove the original coffin from the ABMC cemetery.  

10 Provide report of identification (or determination of non-identification) to the 

DSOO, DCO, and DEA. 

 

11 Reinter non-identified remains at the ABMC cemetery of origin.  

 

4.  DSOO and/or DCO: 

 

Item Task Y/N 

1 Act as overall coordinator for ABMC.  

2 Receive and archive the Letter of Authorization from ASD(M&RA).  

3 Provide to ASD(M&RA), DCO, DEA, and appropriate cemetery superintendent a 

Letter of Concurrence to conduct disinterment operations. 

 

4 Within 10 business days of receipt of a Letter of Authorization from 

ASD(M&RA), provide to DPAA a written notice of the authorized disinterment 

date. 

 

5 Receive and archive Disinterment Closure Reports.  

6 Contact other internal ABMC directorates as needed; e.g., to coordinate external  

affairs or ABMC database requirements. 
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Appendix C – Disinterment Closure Report Format 

The memorandum format below the cut-line is provided to standardize the collection of 

information concerning disinterment operations and to ensure that all necessary reporting 

elements for disinterment operations are included in the archive. 

 

 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////---Cut-Line---/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

 

Date 

 

 

Memorandum for Director of Cemetery Operations (DCO) 

 

Subject:  Disinterment Closure Report for X-1234 at //Name//American Cemetery (XXAC). 

 

 

1.  Executive Summary:  On [Day of the Week], [Date], a Department of Defense (DoD) 

Casualty and Mortuary Affairs team disinterred X-1234 from XXAC (Plot X, Row XX, Grave 

XX). 

 

2.  Planning/Preparation:  [Provide details of the planning and preparation phase.  State the 

date ASD(M&RA) authorized the disinterment and the date DSOO concurred with the 

disinterment.  Highlight any special coordination between the cemetery and OOO and/or DoD.] 

 

3.  Execution:  [Provide details of the disinterment operation on the day of execution.  Highlight 

any unexpected events or problems. Pictures are optional.] 

 

4.  Lessons Learned:  [Provide commentary on how execution deviated from the plan, and 

provide recommendations on how to improve the disinterment process.] 

 

5.  Points of Contact:  [Provide points of contact for principal participants, including name, title, 

organization, and email address.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 Name 

 Title 

 Cemetery 
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     DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY 
2300 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000 

          28 November 2017 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

From: Camillia Rodgers, Historian, Asia-Pacific Operations; Paul Emanovsky, Anthropologist; 
Laboratory, DPAA 

To:   Science Director and Asia-Pacific Director, DPAA 

Subj: DISINTERMENT OF EIGHT UNKNOWNS ASSOCIATED WITH COMMON 
GRAVE 704 CABANATUAN CAMP #1 CEMETERY 

1.  Executive Summary 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) is recommending the disinterment of 
eight unknowns, United States Armed Forces (USAF) Cemetery Manila #2 Unknowns X-605, 
X-672, X-673, X-675, X-676, X-677, X-678, and X-3156, associated with individuals 
purportedly buried in Cabanatuan Camp #1 Cemetery, Common Grave (CG) 704, for 
comparison with the eight unresolved individuals associated with this grave (Table 1).  
According to the reports of death, each of the unresolved casualties died in the Philippine Islands 
as a Prisoner of War (POW) on 1 November 1942.  T

CG 704.1  At this 
time, it is recommended that the initial casualty associations be limited to those unresolved 
casualties correlated with CG 704 (Table 1).  The FRS has been requested for the remaining two 
unresolved casualties associated with this common grave.  This case exceeds the 60% threshold 
for group remains, supporting the conclusion that it is more likely than not that the DOD can 
identify the unknown remains associated with CG 704, if exhumed. 2 Therefore, it is 
recommended that the unknowns associated with CG 704 be exhumed from the Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial (MACM) for transport to the DPAA Laboratory for forensic 
analysis.  

Table 1.  Final List of Unresolved U.S. Casualties Associated with Common Grave 704
Summary of Analytical Options for the Individuals 

Name  Historical 
Analysis 

Anthropological 
Analysis 

Dental 
Analysis  

Chest 
Radiograph*  

Bruntmyer, Lloyd R. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Calkins, William E. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Clark, Walter L. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Doyash, Harold W. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Erwin, Kenneth G. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Hennessey, Harland J. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Smith, Henry J. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Winters, Charles B. Yes Yes Yes N/A 

Green shade = line of testing has evidence present to support possible association, yellow shade = line of testing may 
become possible and/or may be probative.  *Although copies of chest radiographs are sometimes included in personnel 
records, these findings have been rare in World War II casualties . 
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Figure 1.  Map of Cabanatuan Camp No. 1 Cemetery created by the 111th Quartermaster 
Graves Registration Platoon in August 1945, with CG 704 circled in red. 

2.  Cabanatuan Camp #1 

 Cabanatuan Prison Camp which was actually three separate camps was located sixty 
miles north of Manila and several miles east of the city of Cabanatuan.  Camp #1 was the largest 
camp for American POWs during the war.3  Initially, Cabanatuan burial details interred all 
POWs who died within a given twenty-four-hour period in one mass grave.  Between 3 June 
1942 and 25 September 1942, one burial day was defined as occurring from noon on one day 
until the following noon.  Between 26 September and 19 October 1942, a burial day occurred 

DPAA0004339
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from 5:00 PM to 5:00 PM, and from 19 October 1942 until the camp closed, a burial day 
occurred from midnight to midnight.  Japanese guards at Cabanatuan did not initially allow POW 
burial details to erect markers on the shallow graves, nor did the captive Americans inter remains 
in any organized plot structure or particular order.  Burial details were unable to record numerous 

4

Captain Robert E. Conn, a POW who served as Graves Registration Officer at Cabanatuan 
Cabanatuan 

a systematic order; they also permitted them to erect grave markers.  Record-keeping seemed to 
improve thereafter.  Captain Conn interviewed POWs who had served on earlier burial details in 
an effort to obtain information about previous grave locations and burials.  Successive 
investigations, both by POWs during the war and the American Graves Registration Service 
(AGRS) after the Japanese surrender, had a difficult time locating and delineating the boundaries 
and burial dates of specific plots.  Attempts to associate individuals who died within a twenty-
four-hour burial period with a specific grave revealed numerous inconsistencies and errors with 
this interment practice.  Captain Conn believed that he could somewhat confidently confirm 
burial reports only from August 1942 onwards.5  The numerous discrepancies in the 
documentary record have encouraged DPAA to pursue disinterment of all Cabanatuan 
unknowns, as was done in the USS Oklahoma case.  

When the 111th Quartermaster Graves Registration Platoon disinterred Cabanatuan between 
December 1945 and March 1946, it discovered that the camp cemetery was situated in an area 
with a high water table.  The condition of the remains, consequently, were extremely poor.  
Platoon members examined remains upon disinterment and created tooth charts.  All remains 
then moved to Manila #2, which was located twelve miles north of Manila.6  From Manila #2, 
remains went to the Manila Mausoleum and Central Identification Point (CIP) at Nichols Field, 
where AGRS personnel processed them.  There was evidence of some commingling among the 
remains, and investigators noted discrepancies between the graves from which resolved 
individuals had been identified and the graves in which they expected them to be interred based 
on the reported temporal burial periods.7  When the Memorial Division rejected proposed 
identifications, the AGRS permanently interred the unidentified Cabanatuan remains as 
unknowns in the MACM.8

3.  Common Grave 704 

ten casualties were buried in CG 704 at the 
Cabanatuan POW Camp Cemetery.9  American Graves Registration Service officials identified 
two casualties from this common grave, and eight were unidentified and classified as Unknowns 
X-605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-676, X-677, X-678, and X-3156.  Unknown X-3156 was 
initially reported as X-694 Manila #2 due to a reporting or clerical error which was later 
corrected.10  According to both and 

ten individuals died in Camp #1 on 1 November 1942, between 
the hours of 8:30 AM and 10:00 PM, and were reportedly buried in CG 704.11  On that date, a 
burial day should have lasted from 12:00 AM one day until 12:00 AM the next day.  All of the 
ten casualties  dates and times of death would associate them with CG 704. 

DPAA0004340
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The two individuals identified from CG 704 were Corporal (Cpl) Paul Blaho and Private 
Hara.  They were identified by their identification tags.12  The eight unidentified 

casualties from CG 704 are as follows:  Private First Class (Pfc) Lloyd R. Bruntmyer, Pfc Harold 
W. Doyash, Pfc Charles B. Winters, Private (Pvt) Harland Hennessey, Pvt William E. Calkins, 
Pvt Henry J. Smith, Cpl Kenneth G. Erwin, and Cpl Walter Clark.13  Attempts were made to 
associate these individuals with unknowns recovered from CG 704, in addition to comparing 
them with unidentified remains recovered from other common graves.  Nevertheless, the AGRS 
was not able to associate these casualties with any other remains recovered from the Cabanatuan 
POW Camp Cemetery. 

In their 1946 review of the remains, graves registration personnel believed the eight 
unknowns recovered from CG 704 to be associated with the following eight individuals also 
associated with the same common grave: X-605 was believed to be Pfc Charles B. Winters, 
X-672 was believed to be Pvt William E. Calkins, X-673 was believed to be Pfc Lloyd R. 
Bruntmyer, X-675 was believed to be Cpl Walter L. Clark, X-676 was believed to be Pfc Harold 
W. Doyash, X-677 was believed to be Pvt Henry J. Smith, X-678 was believed to be Pvt Harland 
J. Hennessey, and X-3156 was believed to be Pvt Kenneth G. Erwin.14  However, the remains 
were not individually identifiable.15  In processing X-3156, AGRS personnel found extra skeletal 
elements that were separated into a series of Central Identification Laboratory (CIL) portion 
designations.16  Initially, the remains were segregated into two unknown designations with 
Manila Mausoleum numbers.17  The extra elements were initially assigned Manila Mausoleum 
number X-2454-B, before later being designated CIL #320, while the rest of the remains were 
assigned Manila Mausoleum number X-2454-A.  However, the remains re-designated as X-
2454-A were buried under the Manila #2 designation X-3156 (see Table 3).18  The unknown file 
for X-3156 also indicates that while processing X-2454, additional skeletal elements that could 
not be properly associated were removed and assigned CIL #542.19  Another form stated the 
eight unidentified remains from CG 704 were examined, and the improperly associated remains 
were assigned CIL #522.20  It is unclear what happened to CIL #522, CIL #542, and CIL #320, 
as the records do not indicate their whereabouts.21

USAF cemeteries, including from the AGRS Mausoleum, were reprocessed simultaneously 
22

On 9 January 1946, the AGRS interred the eight unknowns associated with CG 704 in the 
United States Armed Forces (USAF) Cemetery Manila #2, and assigned them Manila #2 
unknown numbers X-605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-676, X-677, X-678, and X-3156 (Table 3 
below indicates the original Manila #2 X-numbers and subsequent Manila Mausoleum 
X-numbers).23  The remains were disinterred in 1947 from the USAF Cemetery Manila #2, and 
processed and examined at the Manila Mausoleum CIP.  On 4 December 1947, the AGRS stored 
X-3156 at the Mausoleum.24  On 3 June 1948, the AGRS stored the remains associated with X-
605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-676, X-677, and X-678, at the Manila Mausoleum.25  The AGRS 
personnel completed dental and skeletal charts at the Manila Mausoleum CIP for the eight 
unknowns.26  The AGRS examined the remains again in the subsequent years, but individual 
identifications could not be made.  Between 4 and 5 December 1951, cemetery personnel 
interred X-605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-676, X-677, X-678, and X-3156 for permanent burial at 
the MACM.27

Correspondence dated 10 January 1952 from the chief of Memorial Division recommended 
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casualties in Table 2, be declared nonrecoverable.28  This decision was made because they 
concluded that the possibility of sustaining positive identifications of individuals and/or groups 
could not be defended due to the paucity of skeletal remains available  eroded 
state of the remains.29

4.  Present Investigation  

Current research has reviewed the unknown files believed to be associated with CG 704, 
which include personnel records of the unidentified casualties believed to be associated with CG 
704, archival documents providing a historical background for the burial and processing of 
remains from Cabanatuan.  This research indicates that the ten individuals in Table 2 should be 
considered as casualties potentially associated with CG 704.  At this time, it is recommended that 
the initial casualty associations be limited to those correlated with CG 704, as the research does 
not directly suggest other casualty or grave associations other than CG 704.  If commingling 
exists within the remains recovered from CG 704, requests have been submitted for FRS for both 
resolved and unresolved casualties associated with CG 704.  However, it is recommended that 
the initial casualty associations be limited to those unresolved casualties correlated with CG 704 
(Table 1). 

Table 2.  Casualties Associated with Common Grave 704.30

Name Service 
Number 

Rank Service Common 
Grave 

Status 

Blaho, Paul 7022718 Cpl USA 704 Resolved 
Bruntmyer, Lloyd R. 19048974 T/4 USAAF 704 Unresolved 
Calkins, William E. 19020998 Pvt USA 704 Unresolved 
Clark, Walter L. 19053642 Cpl USAAF 704 Unresolved 
Doyash, Harold W. 281424 Pfc USMC 704 Unresolved 
Erwin, Kenneth G. 18049796 Cpl USA 704 Unresolved 
Hennessey, Harland J. 32092573 Pvt USA 704 Unresolved

32115031 Pvt USA 704 Resolved 
Smith, Henry J. 6671009 Pvt USA 704 Unresolved 
Winters, Charles B. 6664117 Pfc USA 704 Unresolved 

Current research supports that there are eight unknowns associated with Cabanatuan Camp 
#1 Cemetery, CG 704, which are interred under their Manila #2 unknown number in the MACM 
(Table 3).  Review of the biological and dental evidence purported to be associated with these 
unknowns show that there is a significant amount of potentially probative material available for 
anthropological and dental analyses. 

Table 3.  Present Burial Location of CG 704 Unknowns in the MACM.31

Current Unknown 
Number 

Unknown Number 
at Manila 

Mausoleum 

Current Burial Location at MACM 

X-605 Manila #2 X-4551 Plot H, Row 12, Grave 110 
X-672 Manila #2 X-4552 Plot H, Row 11, Grave 147 
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Table 3.  Present Burial Location of CG 704 Unknowns in the MACM.31

Current Unknown 
Number 

Unknown Number 
at Manila 

Mausoleum 

Current Burial Location at MACM 

X-673 Manila #2 X-4553 Plot H, Row 11, Grave 146
X-675 Manila #2 X-4554 Plot H, Row 11, Grave 144 
X-676 Manila #2 X-4555 Plot H, Row 11, Grave 134 
X-677 Manila #2 X-4556 Plot H, Row 10, Grave 129
X-678 Manila #2 X-4557 Plot H, Row 10, Grave 130 
X-3156 Manila #2 X-2454-A Plot H, Row 8, Grave 146 

5.  Summary and Conclusions 

  The DPAA has copies of all the IDPFs for the unresolved individuals.  Based on the 
aforementioned historical and scientific information, to include FRS collection, this case exceeds 
the 60% threshold for group remains, supporting the conclusion that it is more likely than not 
that the DOD can identify the unknown remains associated with CG 704, if exhumed.32  The 
DPAA recommends that CG 704 be disinterred from the MACM for transport to the DPAA 
laboratory for forensic analysis and comparison with the associated unresolved casualties.  

        _______________________ 
        Camillia Rodgers, PhD 
        Historian  

        _______________________ 
        Paul D. Emanovsky, PhD D-ABFA 
        Anthropologist  

Regional Director Recommendation:    Science Director Recommendation:  

________________Disinter     ________________Disinter 

________________Do Not Disinter    ________________Do Not Disinter 

________________Other      ________________Other 
(Explanation Attached)      (Explanation Attached 

RODGERS.CAMIL
LIA.Z.1410576895

Digitally signed by 
RODGERS.CAMILLIA.Z.1410576895 
Date: 2017.11.28 14:24:05 -10'00'

EMANOVSKY.PAUL
.D.1270233542

Digitally signed by 
EMANOVSKY.PAUL.D.1270233542 
Date: 2017.11.28 14:43:50 -10'00'

GANN.MICHAEL
.J.II.1150475011

Digitally signed by 
GANN.MICHAEL.J.II.1150475011 
Date: 2017.12.01 11:14:16 -10'00'

BERRAN.PHILIP.JO
SEPH.1022745197

Digitally signed by 
BERRAN.PHILIP.JOSEPH.10227451
97 
Date: 2017.12.01 15:52:39 -10'00'
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Endnotes

1 -67.  Folder Title:  293 GRS Pacific (Cabanatuan), Chronological 
.  Folder Title:  293 GRS Pacific (Cabanatuan) 

Death Reports, Prison Camps (B).  Record Group (RG 92):  Entry 1894A, Box 619, National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA II) College Park, Maryland. 

3 Heather Harris and Lisa Beckenbaugh, Defense Prisoner of War/Miss

2014), 4 5. 

4 Ibid., 7-8. 

5 Ibid. 8-9. 

6 Ibid., 10. 

7 Ibid., 13-14. 

8 Ibid., 20. 

9 Deat .

10 William Sitnek, SPQYG 293, Army Service Forces, Office of the Quartermaster General, Washington 25, D.C., 
  Paul Dobson, GSQMM 293, Headquarters Base X, 

United nd  in Unknown X-694 Manila #2 
File.  RG 92: Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, Washington National Records Center (WNRC) 
Suitland, MD. 

11 emeterie -67 .   

12 R.C. Barrett, WD QMC Form 1042, Report of Interment,  1 February 1946, in X-678 file. 

13  66-67 Death Reports, Prison . H. B. 
-

673 Manila #2 File.  RG 92: Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, Washington National Records 
Center (WNRC) Suitland, MD.  
Unknown Manila #2 X-605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-676, X-677, X-678, and X-3156 files. 

14 -605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-
676, X-677, X-678, and X-3156 files. 

15 Ibid. 

16 The creation of CIL portions was a common AGRS practice for smaller collections or samples of skeletal 
elements that were determined to be inconsistent with a given set of remains. 

17 L.S. Pano  2 June 1948, in X-3156 file and CIL #320 file. 

18 Ibid. 

19

UNK X-2454 AGRS Mausoleum,  12 January 1950, in X-3156 file.   

20

UNK X- -4551 thru X-
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21 Many such CIL portions from Cabanatuan ended up interred in large collections buried in large commingled 
assemblages under Manila Mausoleum X-5312, but direct references to the CIL portions discussed here were not 
found in the files associated with X-5312. 

22 GRPZ 293, 1st Ind, Headquarters, American Graves Registration 

and given the complexity of how the CIL portions were processed and buried, the CIL cases cannot currently be 
pursued. 

23  X-605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-
676, X-677, X-678, and X-3156 files. 

24 -3156 file. 

25  in X-605, X-672, X-673, X-675, X-
676, X-677, X-678 files. 

26 Ibid. 

27  in Unknown X-605, X-672, 
X-673, X-675, X-676, X-677, X-678, X-3156 files. 

28 Office of the Quarter Master General of the Army, Intraoffice Reference Sheet, Case History 
Roster to Accompany 

Board Findings of Nonrecoverability,  in Individual Deceased Personnel File (IDPF) for Lloyd R. Bruntmyer.  RG 
92:  Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, WNRC. 

29 Ibid.   

30 -67.  The FRS status was checked using the DPAA Family 
Reference Sample Tracker on 17 July 2017. 

31 Burial information derived from Manila #2 X-

32 Fol
Peter Levine, Directive-type Memorandum (DTM)-16-003

. Department of Defense, Washington, D.C. 
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            DEFENSE
HEALTH AGENCY

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
HEALTH AFFAIRS

ARMED FORCES MEDICAL EXAMINER SYSTEM
115 PURPLE HEART DRIVE
DOVER AFB, DE  19902-5051

3 January 2018

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

SUBJECT: Family Reference Samples (FRS) for Disinterment Request of Eight Unknowns
Associated with Common Grave 704 Cabanatuan WWII.

This memorandum is submitted at the request of, and subsequent to analysis conducted by the 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) in accordance with DTM-16-003 for the 
disinterment of eight unknowns associated with common grave 704 Cabanatuan WWII.

The DPAA through historical research and scientific analysis has associated the missing 
service member(s) listed in Table 1 with eight unknowns associated with common grave 704 
Cabanatuan WWII. The Armed Forces Medical Examiner System’s (AFMES) - Armed Forces
DNA Identification Laboratory (AFDIL) has searched these individuals against AFDIL’s Family 
Reference Sample (FRS) Database. At the time of this memorandum, the following service 
member(s) with FRS samples and the type of FRS(s) at AFDIL are noted in Table 1. When 
possible the missing service members Defense Casualty Information Processing System Number 
was included.

Questions pertaining to this memorandum should be directed to Dr. Timothy P. McMahon 
(302-346-8912) or Ms. Julie A. Demarest (302-346-8889).

Questions pertaining to the availability of FRS donor(s) for missing service member(s) who do 
not have an FRS on file at AFDIL should be directed to the DPAA Laboratory.

Encl.
Timothy P McMahon, PhD
Director, DoD DNA Registry
Armed Forces Medical Examiner System

MCMAHON.TIMOTHY.P
ATRICK.1272357044

Digitally signed by 
MCMAHON.TIMOTHY.PATRICK.1272357044 
Date: 2018.01.03 11:49:06 -05'00'
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Family References Associated With CG -704 Cabanatuan WWII

Name Service 
Number

Defense Casualty 
Information 

Processing System 
Number

Rank Service References 
on file

Reference Type

Mito Auto Y-
STR

Bruntmyer,   Lloyd  R. 19048974 452815 T/4 USAAF Yes Yes
(C) 

Yes
(IP) 

Yes
(IP) 

Calkins,  William  E. 19020998 486141 Pvt USA Yes Yes
(C) No Yes

(C) 

Clark,  Walter L. 19053642 495572 Cpl USAAF Yes Yes
(IP) No No

Doyash,  Harold W. 281424 507128 Pfc USMC No          
(R) No No No

Erwin,   Kenneth G. 18049796 236033 Cpl USA No          
(R) No No No

Hennessey,  Harland  J. 32092573 527581 Pvt USA Yes Yes
(C) No Yes

(IP) 

Smith,  Henry  J. 6671009 550222 Pvt USA Yes Yes
(C) No Yes

(IP) 

Winters,  Charles  B. 6664117 511601 Pfc USA Yes Yes
(C) No Yes

(IP) 
Red text or numbers indicate that a discrepancy exists between the original request and what AFDIL has verified in 
LISA and the Defense Causality Information Processing System
Green Cells indicate FRS on file for missing Service Members
Tan cells indicate no reference type on file
(*) - Reference is not a suitable maternal, paternal or autosomal reference for use with current testing methodologies
(**) - Direct Reference on file limited success with nuclear testing; request additional donor
(R) - DPAA Laboratory has requested an FRS for the missing service member
(C)- Complete
(IP)- In Processing
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     DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY 
2300 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2000 

    28 November 2017 
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

From: Camillia Rodgers, Historian, Asia-Pacific Operations; Paul Emanovsky, Anthropologist; 
Laboratory, DPAA 

To:   Science Director and Asia-Pacific Director, DPAA 

Subj: DISINTERMENT OF FOUR UNKNOWNS ASSOCIATED WITH COMMON GRAVE 
822 CABANATUAN CAMP #1 CEMETERY 

1.  Executive Summary 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) is recommending the disinterment of 
four unknowns associated with individuals purportedly buried in Cabanatuan Camp #1 
Cemetery, Common Grave (CG) 822, for comparison with the four unresolved U.S. casualties 
associated with this grave (Table 1).  The four unknowns proposed in this memorandum include 
United States Armed Forces (USAF) Cemetery Manila #2 Unknowns X-470, X-471, X-472, and 
X-473.  According to the reports of death, each of the unresolved casualties, potentially 
associated with these unknowns, died in the Philippine Islands as a Prisoner of War (POW) on 1 
January 1942.  T
dates and times of death, they were buried in CG 822.1  At this time, it is recommended that the 
initial casualty associations be limited to those unresolved casualties correlated with CG 822
(Table 1).  There are no resolved casualties associated with this common grave (Table 2).  This 
case exceeds the 60% threshold for group remains, supporting the conclusion that it is more 
likely than not that the DOD can identify the unknown remains associated with CG 822, if 
exhumed.2  Therefore, it is recommended that the unknowns associated with CG 822 be 
exhumed from the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial (MACM) for transport to the 
DPAA Laboratory for forensic analysis.  

Table 1.  Casualties Associated with Common Grave 822. Summary of Analytical 
Options for the Individuals . 

Name  Historical 
Analysis 

Anthropological 
Analysis 

Dental 
Analysis  

Chest 
Radiograph  

Morgan, Robert R. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Pruitt, Blanchard E. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Schopp, Erwin H. Yes Yes Yes N/A
Walker, James M. Yes Yes Yes N/A

Green shade = line of testing has evidence present to support possible association, yellow shade = line of 
testing may become possible and/or may be probative. 
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Figure 1.  Map of Cabanatuan Camp No. 1 Cemetery created by the 111th Quartermaster 
Graves Registration Platoon in August 1945, with CG 822 circled in red. 

2.  Cabanatuan Camp #1 

  Cabanatuan Prison Camp which was actually three separate camps was located 
sixty miles north of Manila and several miles east of the city of Cabanatuan.  Camp #1 was the 
largest camp for American POWs during the war.3  Initially, Cabanatuan burial details interred 
all POWs who died within a given twenty-four-hour period in one mass grave.  Between 3 June 
1942 and 25 September 1942, one burial day was defined as occurring from noon on one day 
until the following noon.  Between 26 September and 19 October 1942, a burial day occurred 
from 5:00 PM on one day to 5:00 PM the following day.  Eventually, from 19 October 1942 until 
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the camp closed, a burial day occurred from midnight to midnight.  Japanese guards at 
Cabanatuan did not initially allow POW burial details to erect markers on the shallow graves, nor 
did the captive Americans inter remains in any organized plot structure or particular order.  
Burial details were unable to record numerous deaths, burials, and graves du
early months.4

Captain Robert E. Conn, a POW who served as Graves Registration Officer at Cabanatuan 

s allowed the Americans to bury their dead in a 
systematic order; they also permitted them to erect grave markers.  Record-keeping seemed to 
improve thereafter.  Captain Conn interviewed POWs who had served on earlier burial details in 
an effort to obtain information about previous grave locations and burials.  Successive 
investigations, both by POWs during the war and the American Graves Registration Service 
(AGRS) after the Japanese surrender, had a difficult time locating and delineating the boundaries 
and burial dates of specific plots.  Attempts to associate individuals reported to have died within 
a twenty-four-hour burial period with a specific grave revealed numerous inconsistencies and 
errors.  Captain Conn believed that he could somewhat confidently confirm burial reports only 
from August 1942 onwards.5  The numerous discrepancies in the documentary record have 
encouraged the DPAA to pursue disinterment of all Cabanatuan unknowns, as was done in the 
USS Oklahoma case.  

When the 111th Quartermaster Graves Registration Platoon disinterred Cabanatuan between 
December 1945 and March 1946, it discovered that the camp cemetery was situated in an area 
with a high water table.  The condition of the remains, consequently, was extremely poor.  
Platoon members examined remains upon disinterment and created tooth charts.  All remains 
were then moved to Manila #2, which was located twelve miles north of Manila.6  From 
Manila #2, remains were transferred to the Manila Mausoleum and Central Identification Point 
(CIP) at Nichols Field, where AGRS personnel conducted further analyses and processed 
remains for a more permanent burial.  There was evidence of some commingling among the 
remains, and investigators noted discrepancies between the graves from which resolved 
individuals had been identified and the graves in which they expected them to be interred based 
on the reported time of death.7  When the Memorial Division rejected proposed identifications, 
or the AGRS concluded that the remains were unidentifiable, the AGRS permanently interred the 
unidentified Cabanatuan remains as unknowns in the MACM.8

3.  Common Grave 822 

noted that four remains were buried in CG 822 at the 
Cabanatuan POW Camp Cemetery
remains were buried in CG 822.9

1 January 1943, between the hours of 8:00 AM and 8:00 PM.10  On that date, a burial day should 
have lasted from 12:00 AM one day, until 12:00 AM the next day.  Accordingly, the five 

 would associate them with CG 822.  However, American 
Graves Registration Service officials recovered only four unknown remains from CG 822, 
Unknowns X-470, X-471, X-472, and X-473.11  The fifth set of remains buried on 1 January 
1943, was reportedly buried in, and recovered from, CG 836 and identified as Private First Class 
(Pfc) Allen W. Wood.12  The four unidentified casualties associated with CG 822 are as follows:  
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Private (Pvt) Robert R. Morgan, Pvt Blanchard E. Pruitt, Pvt Erwin H. Schopp, and Corporal 
(Cpl) James M. Walker.13   

The four unknowns recovered from CG 822 were originally recommended for group 
identification as the remains of the unidentified casualties, however the recommendat ion was 
disapproved because of discrepancies between the Army dental records of the deceased and the 
dental charts for the unknowns.14  The AGRS personnel concluded from the dental record 
comparisons that the remains of Cpl James M. Walker, Pfc Blanchard E. Pruitt, and Pvt Erwin H. 
Schopp were not in the group.  
like the other three.  The AGRS was not able to associate these casualties with any other remains 
recovered from the Cabanatuan POW Camp Cemetery.15   

On 31 December 1945, the AGRS interred the four associated unknowns from CG 822 in the 
USAF Cemetery Manila #2, and assigned them Manila #2 unknown numbers X-470, X-471, X-
472, and X-473 (Table 3 below indicates the original Manila #2 X-numbers and subsequent 
Manila Mausoleum X-numbers).16  American Graves Registration Service personnel disinterred 
the remains from the USAF Cemetery Manila #2 on 17 December 1947.  The AGRS personnel 
processed, examined, stored, and completed dental and skeletal charts at the Manila Mausoleum 
CIP for the four unknowns.17 nterment,  AGRS personnel noted that the 
unknowns could possibly be any one of the four casualties listed above.18  The AGRS examined 
the remains again in 1949, but individual or group identifications could not be made.  
Correspondence dated 18 October 1949, from the headquarters of AGRS, noted that X-470, X-
471, X-472, and X-473 were being processed as unidentifiable.  The AGRS personnel 
recommended that the associated casualties be considered non-recoverable.19  Between 20 and 
21 Feb 1950, cemetery personnel interred X-470, X-471, X-472, and X-473 at the MACM.20

4.  Present Investigation  

Current research has reviewed the unknown files believed to be associated with CG 822, 
which include personnel records of the four unidentified casualties believed to be associated with 
CG 822, and archival documents providing a historical background for the burial and processing 
of remains from Cabanatuan.  This research indicates that the four individuals in Table 2 should 
be considered as casualties potentially associated with CG 822.  At this time, it is recommended 
that the initial casualty associations be limited to those correlated with CG 822, as the research 
does not directly suggest other casualty or grave associations for the four unresolved casualties 
other than CG 822.   

Table 2.  Casualties Associated with Common Grave 822.21

Name Service 
Number 

Rank Service Common 
Grave 

Status 

Morgan, Robert R. 18025313 Pvt USAAF 822 Unresolved 
Pruitt, Blanchard E. 18060257 Pvt USA 822 Unresolved 
Schopp, Erwin H. 17012216 Pvt USA 822 Unresolved 
Walker, James M. R-2368077 Cpl USA 822 Unresolved 

Current research supports that there are four unknowns associated with Cabanatuan 
Camp #1 Cemetery, CG 822, which are interred under their Manila #2 unknown number in the 
MACM (Table 3).  Review of the biological and dental evidence purported to be associated with 
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these unknowns show that there is a significant amount of potentially probative material 
available for anthropological and dental analyses. 

Table 3.  Present Burial Location of CG 822 Unknowns in the MACM.22

Current Unknown 
Number 

Unknown Number 
at Manila 

Mausoleum 

Current Burial Location at MACM 

X-470 Manila #2 X-4094 Plot C, Row 12, Grave 83 
X-471 Manila #2 X-4095 Plot N, Row 6, Grave 187 
X-472 Manila #2 X-4096 Plot N, Row 11, Grave 65
X-473 Manila #2 X-4097 Plot N, Row 13, Grave 187 

5.  Summary and Conclusions  

The DPAA has copies of all the IDPFs for the unresolved individuals.  Based on the 
aforementioned historical and scientific information, to include FRS collection, this case exceeds 
the 60% threshold for group remains, supporting the conclusion that it is more likely than not 
that the DOD can identify the unknown remains associated with CG 822, if exhumed. It is 
recommended that the unknowns associated with CG 822 be exhumed from the Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial (MACM) for transport to the DPAA Laboratory for forensic 
analysis. 

        _______________________ 
        Camillia Rodgers, PhD 
        Historian  

        _______________________ 
        Paul D. Emanovsky, PhD D-ABFA 
        Anthropologist  

RODGERS.CAMILL
IA.Z.1410576895

Digitally signed by 
RODGERS.CAMILLIA.Z.141057689
5 
Date: 2017.11.28 13:32:14 -10'00'

EMANOVSKY.PAUL
.D.1270233542

Digitally signed by 
EMANOVSKY.PAUL.D.1270233542 
Date: 2017.11.28 14:09:23 -10'00'
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Regional Director Recommendation:    Science Director Recommendation:  

________________Disinter     ________________Disinter 

________________Do Not Disinter    ________________Do Not Disinter 

________________Other      ________________Other 
(Explanation Attached)      (Explanation Attached) 

GANN.MICHAEL
.J.II.1150475011

Digitally signed by 
GANN.MICHAEL.J.II.1150475011 
Date: 2017.12.01 11:04:06 -10'00'

BERRAN.PHILIP.J
OSEPH.10227451
97

Digitally signed by 
BERRAN.PHILIP.JOSEPH.1022
745197 
Date: 2017.12.01 16:04:57 
-10'00'
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Endnotes 

1 .  Folder Title:  293 GRS Pacific (Cabanatuan), Chronological 
.  Folder Title:  293 GRS Pacific (Cabanatuan) 

Death Reports, Prison Camps (B).  Record Group (RG 92):  Entry 1894A, Box 619, National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA II) College Park, Maryland. 

3

2014), 4 5. 

4 Ibid., 7-8. 

5 Ibid. 8-9. 

6 Ibid., 10. 

7 Ibid., 13-14. 

8 Ibid., 20. 

9 Death Reports, Prison Camps .

10 -84. 

11 , in Unknown X-471 Manila #2 File.  RG 
92: Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, Washington National Records Center (WNRC) Suitland, 
MD.  
Considered Non-  1949, in Individual Deceased Personnel File (IDPF) for Blanchard 
Pruitt. 

12

DPF for Allen Wood. RG 92: Records of the Office of the Quartermaster 
General, Washington National Records Center (WNRC) Suitland, MD. 

13  84 Death Reports, Prison . T.H. 

, in Manila #2 X-470, X-471, X-472, and X-473 files. 

14 Wilbur Hobbs, Harold B. McNemar, and John Shypula, Headquarters, American Graves Registration Service, 
-

Individual Deceased Personnel File (IDPF) for Blanchard Pruitt.  T.H. Metz, Department of the Army, Office of the 

15 Ibid., T.H. Metz, May 1949, IDPF for 
James M. Walker.   

16  X-470, X-471, X-472, 
and X-473 files. 

17 L.S. Panopio, OQMC Form  Manila #2 X-470, X-471, X-472, and 
X-473 files. Paul R. Nichols, OQMC Form  1949, in Manila #2 X-470, X-
471, X-472, and X-473. 

18 in Manila #2 X-473 file. 
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19 Harold B. McNemar Headquarters, American Graves Registration Service, PHILCOM Zone, ct: 
Unidentifiable Rem October 1949; in Manila #2 X-473 file. 

20 , in Unknown files X-470, X-471, X-472, and X-473 
files. 

21 ist .  The FRS status was checked using the DPAA Family 
Reference Sample Tracker on 12 August 2017. 

22 Burial information derived from Manila #2 X- uartermaster 
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            DEFENSE
HEALTH AGENCY

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
HEALTH AFFAIRS

ARMED FORCES MEDICAL EXAMINER SYSTEM
115 PURPLE HEART DRIVE
DOVER AFB, DE  19902-5051

8 January 2018

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

SUBJECT: Family Reference Samples (FRS) for Four Unknowns Associated with the
Disinterment Request of Common Grave 822 Cabanatuan World War II.

This memorandum is submitted at the request of, and subsequent to analysis conducted by the 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) in accordance with DTM-16-003 for the 
disinterment of four unknowns associated with common grave 822 Cabanatuan World War II.

The DPAA through historical research and scientific analysis has associated the missing 
service member(s) listed in Table 1 with four unknowns associated with common grave 822
Cabanatuan World War II. The Armed Forces Medical Examiner System’s (AFMES) - Armed 
Forces DNA Identification Laboratory (AFDIL) has searched these individuals against AFDIL’s
Family Reference Sample (FRS) Database. At the time of this memorandum, the following 
service member(s) with FRS samples and the type of FRS(s) at AFDIL are noted in Table 1.
When possible the missing service members Defense Casualty Information Processing System 
Number was included.

Questions pertaining to this memorandum should be directed to Dr. Timothy P. McMahon 
(302-346-8912) or Ms. Julie A. Demarest (302-346-8889).

Questions pertaining to the availability of FRS donor(s) for missing service member(s) who do 
not have an FRS on file at AFDIL should be directed to the DPAA Laboratory.

Encl.
Timothy P McMahon, PhD
Director, DoD DNA Registry
Armed Forces Medical Examiner System

MCMAHON.TIMOTHY.
PATRICK.1272357044

Digitally signed by 
MCMAHON.TIMOTHY.PATRICK.127235704
4 
Date: 2018.01.08 08:05:23 -05'00'
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Family References Associated With Common Grave 822 

Name Service 
Number

Defense Casualty 
Information 

Processing System 
Number

Rank Service References 
on file

Reference Type

Mito Auto Y-
STR

Morgan,  Robert R. 18025313 513141 Pvt USAAF Yes Yes  
(C) 

Yes  
(C) 

Yes  
(C) 

Pruitt,  Blanchard  E. 18060257 531966 Pvt USA Yes Yes  
(IP) No No

Schopp, Erwin  H. 17012216 549032 Pvt USA Yes Yes  
(C) No No

Walker,  James M. 2368077 236929 Cpl USA No         
(R) No No No

Red text or numbers indicate that a discrepancy exists between the original request and what AFDIL has verified in LISA 
and the Defense Causality Information Processing System
Green Cells indicate FRS on file for missing Service Members
Tan cells indicate no reference type on file
(*) - Reference is not a suitable maternal, paternal or autosomal reference for use with current testing methodologies
(**) - Direct Reference on file limited success with nuclear testing; request additional donor
(R) - DPAA Laboratory has requested an FRS for the missing service member
(C)- Complete
(IP)- In Processing
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         25 September 2015 

 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

 

From: CW2 Justin K. Crick, Analyst, Asia-Pacific Directorate, DPAA 

To:   Science Director; Asia-Pacific Director, DPAA 

 

Subj: FAMILY DISINTERMENT REQUEST OF UNKNOWN X-1130 MANILA #2 FOR 

COMPARISON WITH FIRST LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER R. NININGER 

 

1.  Initial Recovery and Assessment 

 

On 8 January 1946, authorities disinterred a set of remains from Abucay Churchyard, 

Soldier’s Row, Grave #9 in Abucay, Bataan Province, Luzon Island, in the Philippines.
1
  This 

initial recovery was apparently based on information that five Americans had been killed in the 

town of Abucay, Philippines, in January 1942 and buried in the Abucay Cemetery.
2
  Historic 

documentation in the unknown file, however, suggests that the Abucay Churchyard and Abucay 

Cemetery were two separate sites of burial (See Figure 1.)  On 18 January 1946, these remains 

were reinterred in Plot 2, Row 22, Grave 2836 in the U.S. Armed Forces Cemetery No. 2 in 

Manila, Philippines (Manila #2) and designated Unknown X-1130 Manila #2 (X-1130).
3
  Two 

copies of a 13 February 1946 Report of Interment each contain a different dental chart for X-

1130.
4
 There is no record of any processing of non-dental remains. 

  

2.  Disinterment and Reprocessing 

 

Manila #2 became the last of the PHILYRCOM cemeteries to be disinterred as a part of 

AGRS concentration efforts in 1947 and 1948, with the last of remains buried there transferred to 

the mausoleum at Nichols Field on 20 July 1948.
5
  Unknown X-1130 was disinterred on an 

undisclosed date, but was reportedly sent to the American Graves Registration Service (AGRS) 

Mausoleum, Manila, Philippines (Manila Mausoleum) for storage on 24 July 1948.
6
  There is no 

report of anthropological processing or dental charting at this time.
7
  A 29 January 1949 

assessment states that the processor was unable to determine the weight or race of the remains, 

but did estimate the stature to be 62 1/8 inches.  The remains were reportedly not burned but 

were mangled.  A dental chart was completed and the examiner noted, “Maxilla missing, loose 

teeth found with remains[.]  L16 Horizontally impacted.”
8
  When analysts were unable to make a 

positive identification of remains at the Manila Mausoleum, they processed the remains for 

storage, sometimes returning to re-examine a set of remains several different times.
9
  Unknown 

X-1130 underwent a second examination reported from the Manila Mausoleum in September 

1950, estimating the height at 61 inches and age at 20-30 years.  The examiner was unable to 

determine the weight or race, but assessed the remains as “probably mongoloid.”
10

  A dental 
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chart was completed.
11

  The remains were returned to storage at the Manila Mausoleum on 11 

September 1950.
12

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  Map of Abucay Churchyard and Cemetery.
13

 

 

 

3.  1940s Investigations and Name Associations 

 

Unknown X-1130 was initially associated with First Lieutenant (1st Lt) Alexander R. 

Nininger based on the testimony of Colonel (Col) George S. Clarke of the 57th Infantry, who 

stated that 1st Lt Nininger was buried at Abucay Churchyard in Grave #9 outside the churchyard 

wall in a ceremony presided over by a Chaplain Scecina.
14 

  However, both X-1130 and a set of 

remains later identified as Philippine Scout Tranquilino Beles were both reported in association 

with Grave #9 – despite current research having found no documentation stating that two sets of 

remains were ever interred in Grave #9.
15 

   Colonel Clarke also apparently wrote to Mr. Herbert 

B. Maynard, father of Lt. Maynard, informing him that his son was buried in Grave #6, but 

remains recovered from Grave #6 were identified as Philippine Scout Pedro Obsioma.
16

   

 

According to Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) John W. Raulston, the Medical Corps officer in 

charge of the medical collecting station at the Catholic Church in Abucay, Chaplain Thomas 

Scecina, “established a little graveyard in a plot of ground within the five foot wall around the 

church.”
17

  The approximate recovery location for X-1130, however, was listed as Soldier’s 

Row, which was located outside of this wall.
18

  Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) Raulston did not 

recall the name Nininger from the burial.  The only officer buried at Abucay Churchyard named 

by Lt Col Raulston was Captain H.A. McCurdy,
 
who was recovered from the Abucay 

Churchyard and identified because of the presence of an identification tag recovered with the 

remains.
19

 

 

In a 10 September 1946 letter, Major (Maj) Franklin O. Anders of the 57th Infantry stated 

that 1st Lt Nininger, 1st Lt Kenneth L. Wilson, 1st Lt David W. Maynard, 1st Lt John C. 

Compton, 1st Lt Arthur W. Green, and “Capt. Meyer” were buried in the Abucay Churchyard.
20

  

A close friend of 1st Lt Wilson, Lee Culver Brooks, concurred by stating in an undated phone 
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call between Mr. Brooks and Captain (Capt) Vogl of the Repatriation branch that he “feels that 

the burial was made in the church…cemetery at Abucay.”
21

  Neither Lt Col Raulston nor Mr. 

Brooks were present at the burial.  Of those reported buried at the Abucay Churchyard by Maj 

Anders, none were recovered and identified from the Abucay Churchyard.
22

  Captain Adolph 

Meier, likely the Captain Meyer listed above as no Meyer was reported as killed in Bataan, was 

recovered from Mariveles Cemetery #3, some 30 km away.    

 

In 1945, while attempting to locate graves for U.S. servicepersons, Master Sergeant (M Sgt) 

Abie Abraham located one of the original grave diggers, Greggorio Cunanan.  Mr. Cunanan 

claimed that he was hired by American officials to inter five Americans in the Abucay Cemetery 

prior to the surrender of Bataan (9 April 1942).
23

  The Abucay Cemetery is separate from the 

Abucay Churchyard and its attached cemetery.  The Abucay Cemetery lies across a river and 

650 m to the southwest of the church (Figure 1) and is not the location from which X-1130 was 

recovered.  This distinction between the churchyard cemetery and Abucay Cemetery was one 

that investigators in the 1940s and early 1950s struggled to reconcile.
24

 

 

On 28 November 1949, a memo from HQ AGRS PHILCOM explained the basis for 

associating X-1130 with 1st Lt Nininger.
25

  The memo appears to contradict itself throughout.  

The memo references the burial records of Chaplain Scecina as having buried 1st Lts Nininger, 

Maynard, Compton, Green, and Captain Adolph Meier within Abucay Churchyard.  However, as 

previously discussed, Captain Meier was identified after his remains were disinterred from a 

cemetery some 30 km away.  The records cited in this memo state that of the fourteen sets of 

remains recovered from the churchyard, only two were believed to be American (Figure 2).  Of 

the two potentially American sets of recovered remains, one was identified as Capt H.A. 

McCurdy, O-28378, and one was designated X-1671 Manila Mausoleum.
26

    Unknown X-1671 

was never identified but some records indicate that the remains may be associated with a 

Philippine Scout.
27

  The other twelve sets of recovered remains were determined to be Philippine 

Scouts.  The presence of so many Philippine Scouts in this burial location weakens the argument 

that the unidentified remains belong to an American.  The memo then discredits the information 

provided by Lt Col Raulston and Mr. Brooks, pointing out that neither was present at the burial 

conducted by Chaplain Scecina.  It then calls into question the validity of the disinterment 

location as Abucay Churchyard, but goes on to reason that since the grave numbers match, they 

must be the same.
28

  Despite appearing to present evidence that X-1130 is not associated with 1st 

Lt Nininger, the summary of the memo concludes that X-1130 is likely the serviceman.
29

 

 

 

TAB B

Case 5:17-cv-00467-XR   Document 63-17   Filed 04/22/19   Page 45 of 73



Subj:  X-1130 MANILA #2 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Page 4 of 10 

 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 
 

Figure 2.  Map of Abucay Churchyard burials.  Map not to scale.
30

 

 

 

On 28 November 1949, the same day as the previous memo from the same office, HQ AGRS 

PHILCOM forwarded the casualty case to a Zone Board of Review, citing that all the remains 

recovered from an “extensive investigation” of the churchyard were “mongoloid” and could 

therefore not be 1st Lt Nininger.
31
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On 24 March 1950, Lt Col T.H. Metz requested that a search and recovery team be sent to 

the Abucay Churchyard to ensure the interior of the churchyard walls were searched in addition 

to the already searched exterior.
32

  The order for this excavation was sent on 5 May 1950 and the 

excavation occurred on 9 May 1950.  The excavation covered the four plots within the walls of 

the Abucay churchyard.  The search and recovery officer encountered remains that were 

“distinctly Mongoloid” and some of small children.
33

  Eighteen sets of remains were examined 

by an anthropologist and all were determined to be of Filipino descent.
34

 

 

This excavation brought the total remains recovered from the Abucay Churchyard and the 

area just outside its walls to 30 remains of Filipino descent, X-1671, the remains later identified 

as Capt McCurdy, and X-1130 (33 total sets of remains). 

 

4.  Unidentifiable 

 

On 30 August 1950, a Board of Review rejected the recommendation that X-1130 be 

identified as 1st Lt Nininger on the basis of an inconclusive dental comparison and the difference 

in the estimated height of the remains (61 3/8- 62 1/8 inches) when compared to 1st Lt 

Nininger’s recorded stature of 71 inches.
35

  The remains were reinterred at Fort William 

McKinley Cemetery—now the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial—on 1 March 1950 in 

Plot J, Row 7, Grave 20.
36

  

 

On 8 September 1950, X-1130 was re-examined and determined to be unidentifiable due to a 

lack of sufficient identifying data.
37

  Interestingly, the memo stating this finding was dated 6 

September 1950, 2 days prior to the examination date. 

 

5.  Present Investigation 

 

On 3 February 2015, DPAA received a family disinterment request for X-1130 based on the 

family’s belief that there is a tentative association with 1st Lt Alexander R. Nininger. 

 

To gain a complete understanding of this association for this investigation, the situation on 

the ground at the time of Lt Nininger’s loss must be understood.  According to War Plan Orange, 

the United States’ plan to defend the Philippines was to consolidate forces on the Bataan 

Peninsula and defend until reinforcements arrived from the United States.  In the days leading up 

to 12 January 1942, the eastern side of the Mabuan-Abucay main line of resistance, near the 

Abucay Hacienda, had repulsed eleven attacks.  The attacks consisted of waves of frontal 

assaults at night that left snipers on the battlefield to pin the United States Forces Far East 

(USAFFE) soldiers to their foxholes in the day.  Lieutenant Nininger’s actions leading up to his 

death allowed the USAFFE forces to push back and retake ground lost during the eleven assaults.  

Unfortunately, the line was penetrated further west in the following days, threatening to cut off 

troops from the rear, and the Mabuan-Abucay line had to be abandoned on 22 January 1942.  

The United States Armed Forces Far East defense fell back to the Bagac-Orion main line of 

resistance, 8 km to the south.  After continuing to defend for months without reinforcement, the 

exhausted, underfed, and undersupplied forces on Bataan were compelled to surrender on 9 April 

1942.  The Abucay area fell under Japanese possession until the return of U.S. forces to Luzon in 

1945.
38

 The personnel remaining on Bataan then became Prisoners Of War (POWs).  It is unclear 
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if there was any attempt to bring temporary graves with them during their retrograde to the 

Bagac-Orion line.  This may explain why Meier, who was reportedly buried at Abucay, was 

recovered at Mariveles Cemetery #3.
39

 

 

In an effort to clear Bataan for an assault on Corregidor Island, the Japanese moved the U.S. 

and Filipino POWs on foot to San Fernando and then by rail to Camp O’Donnell in what later 

became known as the Bataan Death March.  There were far more POWs than the Japanese were 

able to handle, and stragglers were routinely bayoneted or beheaded along the route.  These 

bodies were left for locals to bury, and they did so typically near where the deceased fell.  This 

route includes the road that passes the Abucay Churchyard.  Maintaining and keeping records of 

those lost along the route or prior to the surrender was impossible as those participating were 

struggling just to survive and any records discovered by the Japanese were likely to have been 

destroyed.
40

 

 

Prior to the surrender of Bataan, the AGRS unit on Bataan retrograded to Corregidor Island, 

which surrendered on 6 May 1942.  On the day of the surrender of Corregidor, the AGRS sealed 

the burial records for Corregidor and Bataan in a gun powder can and hid them behind lateral 20 

in Malina Tunnel.  Personal effects from of the deceased from both Bataan and Corregidor were 

stored in a safe in Malinta Tunnel.  This safe was quickly looted by the Japanese after the 

surrender.  The lateral walls were destroyed either during the Japanese occupation or when the 

U.S. recaptured Corregidor in 1945, destroying the records along with it.
41

   

 

In September 1992, Mr. Patterson, nephew of 1st Lt Nininger, traveled to the Abucay church 

cemetery with a United States Agency for International Development (USAID) archaeologist 

and another colleague, along with three archaeologists from the National Museum of the 

Philippines.  They attempted to conduct test digs in an area believed to hold the remains, but 

cement flooring hindered their work.  The former caretaker of the church, Felicismo Tria, 

informed them that, while “enlarging a subsurface canal” near the site, workers had found 

remains, which they encased in a wall of the church.  In a June 1993 letter, Patterson concluded 

that his efforts in the cemetery had “proved fruitless.”
42

   

 

Mr. Patterson resolved to look into the connection to X-1130 instead.  On 7 October 1993, 

CILHI informed Mr. Patterson that it had examined the records and confirmed the conclusion of 

the AGRS that the dental records were not diagnostic and that there was a significant height 

discrepancy between the remains and 1st Lt Nininger.
43

  Using modern estimates, the DPAA 

Laboratory estimates the stature at 60.9-66.5 inches.
44

 

 

Mr. Patterson was also aware of a letter from Col Garnet Francis, who was reportedly at Lt 

Nininger’s burial.  Colonel Francis stated that the burial was 50 ft south of the stream and 150 ft 

west of the national highway, which raises further discrepancies about the recovery location of 

the remains.  The JPAC 13-1RP (Republic of the Philippines) IT (Investigation Team) visited the 

Abucay church and confirmed that the grounds are almost entirely paved.  The area south of the 

river is densely developed with residences. There has been no new evidence in recent and current 

investigations that changes any previous findings that resulted in a negative correlation of X-

1130 to Lt Nininger. 
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6.  Summary and Conclusions 

 

Based on the historical analysis set forth above, the case of X-1130 fails to meet the 

established threshold of a 50 percent likelihood of being able to make an individual identification 

and is, therefore, not recommended for disinterment at this time.
45

  It seems possible or maybe 

even likely that these remains are not American.   Even assuming the remains are American, with 

Col Clarke’s testimony that Lt Nininger and Lt Maynard were buried in Graves #9 and #6 in 

doubt, these remains could also be Lt Green, Lt Wilson, Lt Compton, Lt Nininger, or Lt 

Maynard, or someone else entirely.  The route of the Bataan Death March passed through 

Abucay, directly in front of the church.  Many died along the route and were buried near their 

place of death by locals.  The initial possible association of X-1130 with Lt Nininger appears to 

be inconsistent due to Captain Meier, a reported concurrent burial, being recovered from 

Mariveles Cemetery #3, the incorrect identity of the Grave #6 burial, and the recovery location 

of X-1130 outside the wall of the church when the statement suggested inside.  There exists too 

much doubt as to the location of the burial and subsequent recovery area for these remains, be it 

inside the churchyard walls, outside the walls, across the river to the south of the church, or in 

another area entirely, as in the case of Captain Meier.  The historic evidence is not strong enough 

to overcome the 4.5-inch discrepancy with the highest estimated stature of X-1130.  This set of 

remains does not appear to be a likely candidate for identification as 1st Lt Alexander R. 

Nininger, Jr.  There is no evidence that can establish even a tentative association between X-

1130 and 1st Lt Nininger, other than the tentative and problematic reference to the Abucay 

Churchyard, Soldier’s Row, Grave #9 recovery location.   

 

 

   

 ___________________________ 

 CW2 JUSTIN K. CRICK 
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