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‘he the wisest policy. Prisoners of war are not in s very
favorable position for demanding., The amerlcans had never
pefore been prisoners of war snd had a little difflculty

in adjusting thensleves to this new state of affairs and
geveral officer patients felt that the officers of the
hogpital could be better served by thelr mensgement and
frankly told us go.. The seanlor patlent, Lt. Jolonel Brady,
commanding officer of the 3lst Infantry, (RA) felt different
and the hospitel staff felt that our commanding cofflcer,
Colonel J. v, Gilllesple, MC handled the unpleasant affair
well with the Japanese., To him they dlsplayed many courtesies

‘Prior to the time when it beecawme cbvious that the battle
of Bataan was about over, serious conslderation had been
given to moving Hospital No. 2 to a new location., #ith the
approach of the ralny season, our position on the banks of
the river and with no cover L0 spesk of, would soon be une
tenable. A4 fsew loeabion hed been gpelected, to which location
I was very much opposed, at little Bagulo and work had actuslly
started when the srea was bombed, in March., Construstion
abpupbly ceased,After the capitulation we werc asin con-
serned with petting the seriously 11l and wounded under
coyer before the rains apreared, and this concern was im-
parted to the Japanese on the first and all subseguent visits
to the hospltal, We were assured that by the wel season we
would. be moved 10 a new locatlion with shelter., However, the
tranafer was delayed and generally the reason glven was the
failure of Corregidor to surrender. This seemed to tie up
trangportation and caused road congestion bvoth of whieh
were pot eonducive o moving us.,

On one occassion we were advised that sll patients who
hgd recovered would be removed to another leocation,., Many
patients had recoveded and were anxlous to get out of Bataan,.
They @ld not know how things were wilth tho prisoners of war
who had left Batean. The hospltal hed many rejuestg for
permission te lewve. These were alwaeys rofused but of course
we liad no way ol detalning any one who wanted to go and for
about 2 weeks there were no Japanese guards around the
hospltal so any one could st leust sburt to leave but the
chances of gebting very far would have been nil sine there
were maly Japanese in Pataan ot this time. The oatients
gesmed to think if they could get away and possibly to Manila
that all would be well., We explained t0 them that there
were no americaus loose in Manilsa and that a Japanese
medical officer Lad told us that 4O~ 50 americans and many
more filipinewere dieing dally &t O'Donnel, I'm certuolin a
few did leave bul most of them remalned until they were
officially trensferred by the Japanese on May 26th., In so
doing they escaped a terific prdeal as any ecan tell who
marehed out of Batesn and remalned at O'Donnell for several
weeks,

Then we were told that we would move as above referred

.
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to we were also told that we would be compalled to provide
our own trensportation end gasoline. After April 9th we

ned lost several pleces of transportation - all we hed.- and
all of our rascline, However, in early Merch a plan had besn
framed whereby several busses to be brought inte the nurses
area and to be used as gquarters for the nurses. The plan
mever fully materielized but 12 of the busses were brousht.
Most of them were not in too good = condition, there being
segeral 1926 - 1928 Dodges in the groupi These were well
hidden back in the woods and most of the trucks had gas-
oline in them - some were rull - and had good tires. The
plan was to move the busses and nurses living therein -

when the hospibal moved - if it ever did ~ 4o a new loeation.
There was also 3 drums of gesoline hidden in the brush which
we XKnew about so we told the Hepanese medical officer that
we could provide the bransportation for she move and how we
could do it, He liked this plan and advised us to keep the
bugses and gascline under cover which we did, ;

 Among the well patlents we had some good mechanies (alr
Corps) and we put them to work on the motors and in a few
days all were in ;00d rurming order. Another crew began to
double deck the busses. On esch floor & layer of good matresses
wes placed, with pillows, shects and blankets and & bed pun
in gach bus. We could naul 300 patients in &ll the busses
and in 2 trips we would haul all paetients who could not wallk
anc haul thelr baggage on top of the busses, By April 25th .
&ll was ready for the move but no authority came thry for
the move. In the meantime thers nad been considersble ox-
change of artillery firec between batean and Corregidor.,
Daily this occurred and daily pieces of shell fell through-
out the hospital. Large numbers of Jupenese ammunition and
other trucks were seen dally. We were sonstantly in fear that
a shell or shells from Corregidor might fall into some of
our wards for we were not certain that Corregidor knew the
hospital was still in PRatesan and shells warce landing uncom=
fortably close to us. Filnally on April 22nd seversl i55
shells from one of the islands landed. in the hospital, killing
hy, 1 @led next day, and injuring 12 others. On April 29 there
wasg, we thought, a terriflc artillery bombardment of Cprregidor
and we could hear the flriug very easily. But this wsa nothing
to what we were tO hear on May 3rd end again on May 5th. It
wes almost like rifle fire and we were certain that every .
thing on Corregidor had been. destroyed. We were werned of the
attack on May 3rd and 5th, , - ‘ .

After the fall of Corregldor on May 6th we felt certain
that we would soon move from Butaan, Shortly we were vislted
by Japanese Offlcers and were told thut all our personnel
end patients who were not well would be moved to Little Bagulo
and tl:08e who were well would remain at hospital No. 2 until
arrsngements could be made for thelr transfer elsewhere, Our
busses having prepared and s loading schedule which showed
exactly what bus cach patient was to go in all having besn
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previously prepared, the move was eagily organized. On N

May 11th some natients were sgent to- Hospltel NHos 1 at Little
Bazulo, We nad been sdvised by the sommanding officer of ,
hospital Nal that the personnel at hospital No. R woulcd not

comé %o Lospital No. 1, butrwould be quartered in the )
orinance area near the hosplital. we had been told by the Japanese

that this move was temporary and that our group w»mikd would be
moved from Little Baguil to some other place to operate

a hospital. On May 11th I went with the first group of
patients to Little Bagulo and mever returned to Hospltel MNo,2
bhut ragasined at Little Baguio to prepare for the rest of the
gl‘aﬁpe ' : ) ' ’ : :

“The pemainder of the natients were transferred to losp-
1tal Lo, 1 on May 12th and 13th and on the latter day the
remainder of hospital He. 2 personnel cume toof Little Hagulo
The paticnts; who had recovered remglned at 'the old: hosplibal
gite and this area was converted into a prisoner of wer

camp from May 13th to May 26th when they were ‘transferred to
Biiibic in Menila. 646 patients were left .at hospital No. 2
and 550 patients tranalerrzd O nospival No. L. Three medleal
officers, 1 dental officer and 8 enlisted men remained at
nosplital No. 2 %o care foT any one who became ill, One
dental chest, onc foot locker filled with surglcal instru-
ments, easugl messing equipment Yo operate a mess for our
personnel and all personal equipment was taken 4o little
Baguio, All other supplies remeined ot the old hospitel site.
The medissl personnel left at hosplital ko, 2 reloinred the
group ot Bilibdd on May 27th, erriving with the well patlents
orn that day. At Little Deguio we were advised that our group
was to be separate and distinet’ and no visiting wes to be
pernitted between tiospital Mo, 1 and hospltal NO., 2 groups.
The patients received at No. 1 from No. 2 were glven an
opportunity to express grievences and complaints relative

to dheir treabment at No, 2 = before & bourd of offlicers.

. With the Tinal trensfer Lo Littlie Bagulo on May 13th,
most of us turned our becks, with hixed emotlons, on nospital
Ko, 2 forever., Many of us felt that the best work of our -
lives hel been done here. Thalt this small group in less than
35-monthg had built and operated hospital fecllities for
16,000 patients is we believe a truly remarkuble record, And a
total of only 303 deaths is also’en enviable record, Probably
1/3 of those were dead upon srrival st the hospital. Here I
desire tc express my appreciation of the harmony and good
feeling which existed amons theé hespital pergonnel., I have
never seen the ejual of it. The doctors, nurses ané enlisted
sen all worked to sccomplish as much a® possible for those
who needed our professional care, I heard not a single com=
plaint about long hours and I cannot recall a single lnstance
where there was any personal grievences usmong the officers
pnurses or calisted men, Chapleins “awson and Talbot admln-
istered to the epiritual needs of our people in a most
satisfactory way. They were busy gg all times helping SOME OLE.
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Mr. Graybeal, the Red Cross Dérector, was of great assisiande,
but scould net accorplish a great deal in his own varticular
$4cld due to laek of sgupyplles. Fe brought a truck losd wish
him but of eourse this apount would not last long emong

50 many needy pecple. ‘

The hospliel group moved into ordnence bodegoen on May
13th ‘ehd for the first time since Decemher Bth, relaXed.
e were all under roof end had an extre bedagao for messing.
e hed no. ldea how long we would be here so preparations were
begun for o short or long stay. We had a cover for everybhing
oxcept & messhall and preparations were started on lay 15th '
for buildine one., Material plens eadd work began as soon s
we wore sebtitled whieh regulred most of the 1lhth becauds of
the large amount of diry, trash ete,, in the. bodagoes,

An operating room had been started, this belng the pro=
posed loeation of hospital NO. 2, On this Joundation a uess
hall wae begun., Bumber, rocfing, nalls and ell kinds of
cursenter tools wore available., If a new tool was needed 1%
eould always be found around ‘some previous insbtaliatlon and
groat numbers of varions tools were ¢arried in, The megs hall
waz not finished but by the time we were moved on May 20th
wo were sbout resdy to put the roofl on, ‘

At Little Tagulc we were nob guarded. While we L& o
gf%gifiﬁi% duties o, poerioms CYETY One was piven wouk Tt ule
Tegifes buillalyg a vess nall Lrwrs was a gaoup cuttliug wood
nd storing 1t under larpge Lente) sucther group was ussigned
as @ ganitary squal, Some were pepalringe bulildings, making'
rew water connucticns. anolicr grovp under Colonel Morth oo
was aeting af & selvese group. Yhis group sgerehed for f'ovod,
clothivg, neils, cargeunter luools, €to. Lo Tfoof had been
~ivon ue bur we ¢1d all righl and found epeugh food with
s0fg to spare cgpecially purice which we turned- tver L0
todrital Io. 1. Dlcur, bacen, field rabions, eunned milk,
ricc, ete., were smong tly Liems found. bome cigarettes,
(Yot atericean) were also fourd. We Lad e cerabao permit
anft killed come of biem. 3¢ by the time we left, Little
Saguic the pangs of hunger -hid been driven away (Terporarily
and ¢very man had uew eloties and new saces(Much clothing an
shocs were smong bhe ltonmg collected). L =y

b
a

oy

. (n ¥ay 24, 1942 we were ordersd (0 move, Lach officer
was allowed a barracks bag sud ff foot leacker. In wadition a
dental chest and a foob locker £illed with surplenl inmiru-
kg and soud medleine; wspeclially guinine were wlso loaded.
ay Tine typewriters, wmucl cicthing, shoes, tools, elc.,
were left beilnd. {All hospitul records had been left al
4o, 2 hespital, wilth a lerge guanbtlbty of medieal supplies.)
Yo loaded in trucks along witi seyeral patients Irom hos~
»wital Mo, 1 wand left Dataan. We arrived et Bilibid prison
gbont 10:00 PH Nay 20tk wiere we remained untll Kay 3Cth.
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n May 27th the well patlents we had ff left at hospital
Nﬁ 2 plus the ﬂv&mcal verscnncl left there joined us

B
-{’lt 41 biﬂg ¢ : w "
Thers wvas nothing sarticular hap enet at D11libld, e

were led o bbélieve vhet we mipht ru¢ a } @pit@& Liere but
ud May 39, 19@2 we started far Je Knew noi 1@?&. mherc

wag et thig time 63 officers and 187 uﬂ isccd an. Je
r@d@ in box\cars o Cab¢natuan where Lhe niz n* w 0@ spent.
the followlng day we marched 16 Km to ﬁuqu is now eulled
Cemp No. 2. Here we found 1,500 - 1,400 nyisngrﬁ 1o g
ing the group orlginelly lert at Fo. 2 hospltal, ”rxﬂ £Toup
had arrl vvc cn the previous day. Food and weter were both
heauled into this cermp. The following day we marched beek
7 Fm o Camr Io. 1 where on June 1uth & aosplb 1] wes egtobe
11%}&6 wnd eculled "The attuched lospltsel Carp Lo. 17,

While et Rilibid Colonel Gillesple was aprroeched %y a
ntvy warrant offlicer Toodling. Warrant Officer Geoding haed
beon in Manile during the time we were in Datessn 2od had
bheen conneoted with the hospital opersted in Yanine by the
invy, eltho he was pot in the Favy Yedleal Uepurtment T
wag informed. He hed —agsumed or hat been piven sore senf-
ure of importunce around e bospital. He told Solonel
egpie That L %au Lwel inforpmed bhat we hed & dertel
crest, and that the MNavy aﬁntal corng qa@ceu e chesgt and
recuented Colonel Wi“iés i€ Lo turn same over Lo him. Suol-
onel Gillespie inforaed Mr. Gooding thut we ned been adviced
thaot we were t0 operatc a nospital some where sad uhmt 1pon
tiis advice the dental oftTicers of ocur group had with great
gcare packed the chest unﬁ that 1t would be budly nesded
wherever wo went, In view of this, and 1n wview of the fact
t;at dentel supplies woulbe be much more easzily obrained in

Menila than where we would be, Colonel Cillienpie feld M.
LOOalng he folt he could not release the dental chest, Mb.
Gooding was very mueh disapoointed at the refusal and

Btated thay he could orobably make L6 protty hard on us by

roeporting the Incldent to the Jajanese, whieh ho of course
would not do. Colonel Gillesple insisted that we would keep
our dental chest but when we srrived in Cebensbusu there
waz no dentol chest und we bad no dental gupsliss for
soversl nonths. .

During the timé we were In Hetaan end while enroute from
Futoan to Ceberatuan we suifered no less of personncl except
Pyt. Frank Pigg who was killed by a anti aireraft shell on
Tanuery lh, 1941, Vher we left ‘Bilibid our group wag nostly
511 . in execsllent -healths There was sone c‘rﬂzic nalaris
ond one cf“ieer had amoeble dygentery and two were re aver-
ing from ﬂqunéi*e. 80 with 5 or 6 exceptions tnc greu
stood the march very well and all arrived st caup ho. 2,
Some had not thrown eneugli personal posscssions ond Lrisd
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to carry too muci . Some of these discarded practically e-ery
thing before arrieal at Camp No. 2, One enlisted man, By
Seiultz, had an attack of cerebral malaria at Cabanatuan
but suecedded in making the warch wit succumed to the
diseuse at Camp NHo, 1 early in June,

Fith the establighment of the attached hospitel at Camp
#0. 1 near Cabanatuan on JEdfd¥ Tune 9s 1942 Hospital Ho., 2
legt its idontity but in the main the group who nad served
g0 well and hermoniously at hospital No 1 continued to
funetion as & nucleus of this hpspitsal,



