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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 

John Eakin § 
 § 
 Plaintiff, § 
 § 
vs.  §     NO.  SA-16-CV-0972-RCL 
 § 
United States § 
Department of Defense § 
 § 
 Defendant § 
_______________________________________§ 

DECLARATION OF JED A. HENRY 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I hereby declare as follows: 

1. My name is Jed Henry.  I am over 18 years of age.  I reside at 2615 Twin Pine St. 

in Cross Plains, WI.  I am fully competent to make this declaration, and I have personal 

knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration.  To my knowledge, all of the facts stated 

in this declaration are true and correct. 

2. I am the president of the American World War II Association Historians 

Consortium (AWAHC) which represents more than a million veterans and their families.  

Our primary mission is to be a united voice for access to World War II records. Because 

our membership is made up of mostly unit historians, the records we are able to access 

helps honor and memorialize the service of World War II veterans. It also allows us to 

assist in providing some measure of closure to the families of killed and/or missing 

servicemembers.  The primary tool necessary to determine the circumstances of loss is 
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the military’s Individual Deceased Personnel File (IDPF).   

3. The Department of Defense previously restricted access to these files and made it 

difficult for families and researchers to determine the circumstances of loss and the likely 

burial location of missing American servicemembers.  In 2012, as a result of a Freedom 

of Information suit filed by John Eakin, a subset of these files known as the X-files 

became available to the public which resulted in many identifications that were initiated 

by members of the public and members of AWAHC. I personally have used these 

documents to assist in the identification of missing US servicemembers and can attest the 

documents are invaluable.  

4. While access to this subset of the data has made it possible to identify many 

Unknown Soldiers, access to the main body of Individual Deceased Personnel Files was 

and is urgently required by families and researchers.  Families have been denied closure 

in the loss of their family members and should not be further delayed in learning the fate 

of their missing family members. Previous access to these files required an often lengthy 

Freedom of Information Act request to the US Army’s HRC FOIA Office and fulfillment of 

those requests was often fragmented/unreliable.  

5. I personally, and as a representative of the American World War II Association 

Historians Consortium (AWAHC), respectfully ask the court to immediately order the 

release of all documents pertaining to missing or unidentified American servicemembers. 

The release of these documents is of great value to the public and considering US 

taxpayers have already funded the digitization of these records through appropriations of 

the government’s Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency it seems unreasonable to keep 
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them under lock and key. Approximately 405,000 US service members lost their lives in 

service to our country. Most of the time families of these great patriots were given no 

information, or very little information about their deaths. We now have the ability to 

provide some answers to these families and also a chance to let historians create a richer 

and more detailed account of our great military history.  

6. The Individual Deceased Personnel Files (IDPFs) also hold a huge significance 

because in many cases they are the only source of information for deceased 

servicemembers. This is because a fire in 1973 at the National Personnel Records Center 

(NPRC) in St. Louis burned about 80-90% of the US Army’s Official Military Personnel 

Files (OMPFs). With these files no longer available, because of the negligence of NPRC, 

the IDPF’s are the only files available to fill in some of the gaps left by this devastating 

fire. I can attest that my own grandfather’s World War II Service records burned in 1973 

and as a result a lot of his service and history has been erased. It would be a shame and a 

disservice if the IDPF’s are not made readily available to the public and I support Mr. 

Eakin’s pursuit of these records.  

7. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 30th day of  September, 2020. 

 
   Jed Henry, Declarant 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
 
 
John Eakin § 
 § 
 Plaintiff, § 
 § 
vs.  §     NO.  SA-16-CV-0972-RCL 
 § 
United States § 
Department of Defense § 
 § 
 Defendant § 

_______________________________________§ 

DECLARATION OF JOHNNIE W. BEAR 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I hereby declare as follows: 

1. My name is Johnnie W. Bear.  I am over 18 years of age.  I reside at 3049 Walnut 

Ave in Grand Junction, Colorado.  I am fully competent to make this declaration, and I 

have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration.  To my knowledge, all of 

the facts stated in this declaration are true and correct. 

2. I am the founder of US POW/MIA Family Locating. Our primary mission is to  
 
assist in providing free forensic genealogy services to POW/MIA families who are  
 
actively pursuing the identification and contact information for living descendants of  
 
those POW/MIA’s who were originally buried in the same POW camp common grave  
 
(CG) as their MIA loved one. Once current contact information is obtained, US  
 
POW/MIA Family Locating helps the family in making contact with the other families to  
 
request Family Reference Sample (FRS) DNA be provided to the Armed Forces  
 
DNA Identification Lab (AFDIL) through the appropriate Service Causality Office  
 
(SCO). Having timely public access to historical case records which include Induvial 
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Deceased Personnel Files (IDPF) are a key reference tool to ensure that the  
 
appropriate historical genealogical records for the missing American Servicemember  
 
and his Primary Next of Kin (PNOK) are fully and correctly researched and documented.  
 
3. The Department of Defense previously restricted access to these files and made it 

difficult for families and researchers to determine the circumstances of loss and the likely 

burial location of missing American Servicemembers.  In 2012, as a result of a Freedom 

of Information suit filed by Mr. John Eakin, a subset of these files known as the X-files 

became available to the public.  As a result of this improved access to information, more 

than three hundred unidentified remains have been recovered and identified as missing 

servicemembers. 

4. While access to this subset of the data has made it possible to identify many 

Unknown Soldiers, access to the main body of Individual Deceased Personnel Files was 

and is urgently required by families and researchers.  Families have been denied closure 

in the loss of their family members and should not be further delayed in learning the fate 

of their missing family members. 

5. I, personally, and as a representative of the US POW/MIA Family Locating, 

respectfully ask the court to immediately order the release of all documents pertaining to 

missing or unidentified American Servicemembers. 

6. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 18th day of September, 2020. 

       
 

   Johnnie W. Bear, Declarant 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
 

 

John Eakin § 

 § 

 Plaintiff, § 

 § 

vs.  §     NO.  SA-16-CV-0972-RCL 

 § 

United States § 

Department of Defense § 

 § 

 Defendant § 

_______________________________________§ 

DECLARATION OF CHIEF RICK STONE 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I hereby declare as follows: 

1. My name is Rick Stone.  I am over 18 years of age and a retired Chief of Police.  I 

reside in Somervell County, Texas .  I am fully competent to make this declaration, and I 

have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration.  To my knowledge, all of 

the facts stated in this declaration are true and correct. 

2. I am the Chairman of the Board of Directors for the Chief Rick Stone and Family 

Charitable Foundation.  The Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) private foundation that was 

established in 2006 to encourage ethical leadership, support charitable purposes, promote 

education, and lessen the burdens of government by supporting public safety and 

combating unethical conduct, crime and corruption.  I currently provide oversight of the 

Foundation’s educational efforts to conduct continuing investigations into the cases of 

missing American servicemen and women.  To date, the Chief Rick Stone and Family 

Charitable Foundation  that has completed over 475 comprehensive investigations 

requested by the families of service members who remain “Missing In Action.”   
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The purpose of this research is to promote the education of family members and others by 

aiding in the recovery, identification, and return of these missing heroes.  There is 

absolutely NO charge to the families of MIAs for the Foundation’s case investigations. 

 

3. I also previously served as the Deputy Chief of the World War II Research and 

Investigation Branch, Department of the Navy, Department of Defense at the Joint 

POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC).  At JPAC, I personally completed over 175 

major case investigations into missing American servicemen from World War II.  I also 

supervised the case investigations of many other incidents of missing servicemen from 

that conflict.   

 

4.   The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA), and its predecessor 

Department of Defense agency (JPAC - before it was disbanded under an avalanche of 

public scandal and congressional investigations) has adopted policies that restrict access 

to most files relating to the cases of missing American service members.  Internally 

application of these policies is collectively known as “slow rolling”, with the perceived 

intent to “Delay, Deny, and Wait for the Families to Die” in hopes that requests for 

information on individual cases from family members will just go away due to 

frustration. 

5. The Chief Rick Stone and Family Charitable Foundation is forced to base our 

research on documents obtained through hundreds of Freedom of Information Act 

requests to various government agencies, two successful Federal civil lawsuits to obtain 

public records, information provided to us by family members and other researchers, 
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online research of public records, or our own investigators’ research at the National 

Archives or the National Personnel Records Center.  All of these efforts are costly and 

time consuming to the Foundation, the families of MIA’s, and the Department of 

Defense. 

6. The primary tool necessary to determine the circumstances of loss of missing 

service members is the military’s Individual Deceased Personnel File (IDPF).  Without 

these files it is extremely difficult for families and researchers to even begin to determine 

the circumstances of loss and the likely burial location of missing American service 

members.  By using the IDPF’s and other documents we have been forced to pry from the 

Department of Defense (DoD), the Chief Rick Stone and Family Charitable 

Foundation has repeatedly offered DPAA copies of our research files at no charge, 

including investigation details, photographs, and maps with the locations of missing 

American servicemen and women. 

 

 7. In 2012, as a result of another Freedom of Information suit filed by John Eakin, a 

subset of these files known as the X-files became available to the public.  As a result of 

this improved access to information and our own Freedom of Information lawsuits, 

Foundation’s researchers have investigated and assisted in the location, recovery, and 

identification of 205 service members who were previously listed as Missing In Action.   

 

8. While access to this subset of the data has made it possible to identify many 

Unknown service members, access to the main body of Individual Deceased Personnel 

Files is urgently required by families and researchers.  Families have been denied closure 
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in the loss of their family members and should not be further delayed in learning the fate 

of their missing family members. And, more importantly, a generation of family 

members who hold the DNA key for ultimate identification of remains are rapidly dying 

due to old age. 

 

9. As a representative of the Chief Rick Stone and Family Charitable Foundation, I 

respectfully ask the court to immediately order the release of all documents pertaining to 

missing or unidentified American Servicemembers. 

 

10. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 13
th

 day of September, 2020. 

 

       
 

   Rick Stone, Declarant 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 

 

 

John Eakin § 

 § 

 Plaintiff, § 

 § 

vs.  §     NO.  SA-16-CV-0972-RCL 

 § 

United States § 

Department of Defense § 

 § 

 Defendant § 

_______________________________________§ 

DECLARATION OF WALTER WESLEY JOHNSTON 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I hereby declare as follows: 

1. My name is WALTER WESLEY JOHNSTON.  I am over 18 years of age.  I 

reside at 43559 Sentiero Drive in Indio, California.  I am fully competent to make this 

declaration, and I have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration.  To my 

knowledge, all of the facts stated in this declaration are true and correct. 

2. I am the Historian of the 7th Armored Division Association and a Past President of 

the American World War II Association Historians Consortium, making this declaration 

in my personal capacity.  The 7th Armored Division had about 30,000 members in World 

War II, of whom 1,369 died with 82 who have never been recovered and identified. The 

families of these men wish to know about their soldier. They want closure. For families 

of the missing, World War II has not yet ended. The primary tools necessary to determine 

the circumstances of these losses are the military’s Individual Deceased Personnel File 

(IDPF) and X-files (of recovered Unknowns).   

3. The Department of Defense continues to restrict access to these files, making it 
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