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DPAA – Individual Deceased Personnel Files
Digitization and OCR
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Individual Deceased Personnel Files digitized for the use of DPAA case analysis 
present several challenges for Optical Character Recognition technologies

Paper quality (preservation and original medium)
Text typography
Blurry and inconsistent fonts
Handwritten records
Non‐standard forms

DPAA uses a couple of methods for generating searchable indexes of the full text of 
these historical documents.  These methods permit a significant searchable index, 
but are not sufficient to capture all pertinent or important details.
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CMS Accomplishments thus far
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IDPF OCR - examples
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