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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2100 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2 1 0o

In reply refey to-
I-99/01580

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPAR'ITvm '

CH%I\(; ROBFr THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF .
UND ARY OF DEFENSE FOR PERSONNEL
° AND

GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

SUBJECT: Disintesment Policy for the Purpose of Identification

1his memorendum provides policy to guide decisions regerding the disinterment of remains
of ULS. servicemen previously buried in grave sites marked "“unknown.” |

The Depattment of Defense is charged with making the fullest possible sccounting of
personnel misstag in action. Advances in forensic sclences, Qpeciﬁcally the use of mitochondrial
DNA (mtDNA), now make it possible to 1dentify certain remains previonsly interred yet
unideatified. | |

:A- decision to disinter paust be based on sufficient eircumstantial and anatornical evidence
w;luh whaadcombined with current forensic science techniques would lead to a high probability
of positivc identification. The process of selecting a case, evaluating it making is

3! . ; and a decisio
distter will be as follows: o e

¢ Th;e Ce_ntralildeuﬁﬁcaﬁon Laboratc:)_r;——Ha.vmii (CILHI) will evaluste and prioritize cases
;whwh it .beheves meets this policy’s criterta; CILHI will also eonsider cases brought to
its attention by other government offices, non-goverpmental organizations, or families of
servicernen missing in action. | |

« Jf Cl:LHI determines there is sufficient cvidence to harrow the number of potential
t:a,nd{dates to & point where mtDNA testing offers a high probability of positive
tdcntlﬁc_-ation, the Casualty Mortuary Affairs Operations Center will coordinate with
appropnate agencies to ensure it will be able to obtain the necessary mtDNA samples.

o If CILH_I believes posttve identification is highly probable, it will coordinate with the
appropriate cemetery authority for disinterment. |

. EZH{}H and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory will conduet the forensic
csung. .
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This poliey d : .
ntered. 0 ocS Botapply to remains that have already beea positively identified and

Walter B. Slocombe
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